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Danzig Baldacy was born in 19

to repre

in Ulan-Ude, Buryatiya, Russia. The son of an ‘enemy of the people’, he was subject

sion in Communist R

ia and sent to an orphanage for children of political prisoners. After serving in the
army during the Second World War, he came to Leningrad in 1948 and was ordered by the NKVD to work as a warden
in Kr n—where he started drawing the tattoos of criminals. He was reported to the KGB who
unexpectedly supported him, realising the status of a criminal could be determined by deciphering the meaning of
his tattoos. His wor

an infamous pri

enabled him to visit different reformatory settlements across the former USSR, where he
witnessed many of the scenes published in this book.




Contents

Foreword 8
Birth of the Gulag 10
Arrest, Interrogation and Imprisonment 2
Journey to the Camp 50
The Gulag System 60
Life 7
Death o
Hard Labour o
Re-education 108
Children 114
Hunger 120
The Power of the Criminals 126
Subjugation and Punishment 144
Escapees and Deniers 160
The Country Becomes a Gulag 172
Holocaust 184
The Settling of Scores Inside Camps 108
A Comparison of Communist Party and Criminal Power Structures 202
Forms of Humiliation, Torture and Murder Practised in the Gulag 208
Terms Used to Describe Prisoners of the Gulag 216
Prevalent Diseases and llinesses Among Prisoners of the Gulag 222
Prisoner’s Sadistic Games, Jokes and Entertainment 226
Terms Used to Describe the Actions of the Prison System Administration 230
Bibliography 239

All footnotes have been researched and written by the editors. Quotes from various sources have been
used where appropriate to corroborate the author’s drawings and text (all sources are credited at the end
of each quote).




Foreword

Damon Murray, Stephen Sorrell




“The drawings in this book reveal an episode of the most horrific suffering in the life of
a country that is known for its capacity to endure suffering.

Initially they appear over-dramatic, focusing on the abject, the grotesque and the
aberrant. Perhaps because they aren’t photographs it is easier to dismiss them as a
figment of a disturbed imagination. But even a basic reading of the literature concerning
this period reveals that they are undeniably ‘factual’ drawings. There is a disturbed
imagination at work here, but it belongs to the interrogator, the guard and the criminal.
Although these interpretations of Gulag scenes are drawn by an artist, and retain the
unmistakable identity of his hand, Baldaev has resisted pictorial flourishes, communicating
his views in a direct and unswerving way. Where Gulag literature uses a turn of phrase
or metaphor to help us imagine its surreal horror and give us an emotional understanding,
Baldaev’s harsh, vernacular drawings tell the story using a straightforward, unremittingly
brutal method, faithful to the system he was attempting to document.

Obviously no one could be present at all the events shown in this book. Baldaev’s widow
has explained how around a fifth of the drawings are from first-hand experience. The rest
of the images are the result of the artist’s meticulous research, speaking to fellow NKVD
officers and prisoners about particular incidents, practises and procedures. He wanted
the drawings to be accurate in every detail, from a slogan on a placard, to a collar on a
uniform. His father was an ethnographer who had been arrested as an ‘enemy of the people’
and sent to the Gulag, while Baldaev and his sister were sent to an orphanage for Family
Members of Enemies of the People. It is impossible to gauge the effect such events might
have on a child, but through this work it is clear that, despite becoming part of the system,
he wanted to expose the lie behind it. He soaked up the evidence before him and
committed it to paper, spending twenty years working at home, in secret, on these
drawings. If he had been discovered he would certainly have suffered the same fate as
the Gulag victims he so assiduously depicted.

In his book Kolyma Tales, referring to the terrible sights he and his fellow inmates
witnessed, Varlam Shalamov wrote, ‘A human being survives by his ability to forget.” These
events are not as well known as they should be. Perhaps that has something to do with
survival - which in its own way carries a particular sense of guilt. Values change in the
Gulag. Reduced to their basic functions, one emaciated inmate looks much like another,
harder to recognise as an individual, less than a human being, disposable. Drawings from
the Gulag makes explicit the capacity one individual has to destroy another. It shows how
moral borders disintegrate, and how the descent into indifference can be sanctioned,
justified and excused in pursuit of a flawed ideology.



Birth of the Gulag
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Text top left reads: ‘The Inception of the Gulag.” Go Forth Toward the Dawn, Comrades and Friends!'; text
top right reads: ‘Dedicated to the 70th anniversary of the giant of Russian literature, A.1. Solzhenitsyn. 11th
November 1988. [signature] Danzig Baldaev’. Text on the left banner reads: ‘Down with the Czar!"; text on the
centre banner reads: ‘All Power to the Soviets!"; text on the right reads: ‘25th October (7th November [0.5.1]) 1917,

“The beginning of the road to Communist (Stalin) bondage: Gulag, GPU-NKVD-MVD.
(Shortly thereafter, the peoples of Russia recalled life under the czar as a lost paradise.)
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ffairs. The civilian and sceret police of the
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NKVD (Narodnyy Komissaria
Soviet Union during the era o
MVD (Ministérsto Vautrennith Del) ~ the Ministry of Internal Affairs. First formed in czarist Russia in 1802. Re-cstablished in 1990.
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The Birth of the Gulag and Red Terror. September 5th, 1918.
Writing on the wall: “The Solovki Prison Camp.* USLON' OGPUY".

‘The decree of 5th September 1918 gave the VChKS an unrestricted right to claim the lives and freedoms of the
citizens of the country. Over a short period, using ‘methods of physical persuasion’ and execution, over 500,000
people were killed, and hundreds of thousands more were placed in prison camps. Only through the most brutal
terror and repression of the people were the Communists able to retain their power.
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MUE 500 T/C.YEIIOBEK H COTHH THICTY ITOMELYEHS! B KOHYTASEPS.
Wi CBOKD AHTUHAPOFHYO BIACTS...

* Many monasteres wer casilyadaptd ntolabour camps and prisoms by the authorte, thie construction lending themscies to this
purpose. The Solovki ky Lager Purpose Camp)

r SLON (an acronym meaning ‘elephant’ in Russian). Solzhenitsyn called it the ‘mother of the Gulag.
1 USLON Upravienie Solovetskimi Lageryami Osobog heniya - the Directorate of Solovki Special Prison Camps.
$ OGPU Obyedinennoe Gosudarstvennoe Politicheskoe Upravlenie ~ the Joint State Political Directorate (also known as the All-Union

State Political Administration). Formed after the GPU left the NKVD in 1923.

he All-Russian E; Commission [for Combating Counter revolution
and Sabotage] or Cheka. The first in a series of state security organisations responsible for enforcing the will of the Communist
government. Their tasks ranged from the requisition of food to the execution of political opponents.
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LYERHOCITIMHTENH PASHBIX. BEPOHCITOBEAHIA, KOTOPSIM IEPE PAC-
CTPEJIOM NIPELTIOMHIIH OTKA3ATEES OT PESHI MY 1 J/15] COXPAHERNA CBO-
EH MH31N.bBIJT OT BLEX TONTYYEH 0T/ KA MOSOL0 JIHOTEPAHCKAA CB57-
LUEHHNA [VIIORY] B MY KOMHECAPY. BLE OKH TIPHHSSIH EMEPTS C 5016~
LnM JOCTOHHCTBOM H CIOKOACTBHEM, ZAB [IPHMEP JPYIHN...

By order of the ‘lumpen-proletariat leader,’ Vladimir Lenin . . .

In the carly 1920s i az, the VChK arrested priests of va

s religious faiths and denominations. Before
hange for their lives. All of them refus

- They accepted death calmly and with dignity

an pi
an example for ot}
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V15 TPYZI0BO 0 HAPOIA, 51 BAC [TEPECTPENISH KAK YEPTEH
W CABOTAMHUKOB!

“If your gang of priests  enemies of Marxism who tricked the people with false promises of heaven - don’t meet
the quota for building Communism and the bright future of the working class, I'll shoot you all like saboteurs,

you devils?
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Text across the top reads: ‘Long Live the Communist Party, the Wisest of the Wise, Whose Wisdom Outwitted
the Wisdom of Wisdom Itself! Glory to the RKP(b)-VKP(b)-KPSS!™; text across the bottom reads: ‘Down
with churches, monasteries, Roman Catholic, Lutheran, and others! Religion is the drug of the people. Priests
and monks are the worst enemies of Soviet power!’.

Over 100,000 Christian churches, around 20,000 Muslim mosques, 500 Buddhist datsans and 1,400 synagogues
a. Over 450,000 pri

disconnected from their cultures, cultures were suppressed, and the moral lives of the citizens of the country

were destroyed during the Soviet s and millions of believers were killed. People were

were deformed and distorted.
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From the Civil War (1917-1922) onward, Churches and monasteries were raided by order of Vladimir Lenin.

ty (of Bolshes
Party (of Bolshe 51052,
. 1952-1991 (dissolved)




Arrest, Interrogation and Imprisonment




~HAM D PASHAPS JIKE HYUMHO [IPHBESTH T2 BPAIOB,C STHMH HHME-
HEPOM, BPAYUXON H CTAPSIM KO3JTOM, [IPOPECCOPOMHALHPAETCS

BCEra10,TOMJA 3ASEPUTE H3 KBAPTHP IEPBOI0 ITAMA FLIEJIHD-

BbIX IBYXKTO TAM ECTb,PASOYHA-KOJIXO3HHK BCE PABHO,IHLBLES!
BbUI TOSIHBIM CYET-12HEROSTHAATE!..

Writing on the van: ‘NKVD*'.

“We've been instructed to round up twelve enemies [of the people]. With the engineer, the doctor woman and
the old moron professor, we've only got ten. Take any two people from the apartments on the first floor,
whoever you can get — workers or kolkhoznikst- it doesn’t matter. We just need twelve people in all. That’s an
order. Off you go...”

* The NKVD vans were rarely marked in this way, often bread or milk vans were used to disguise their real purpose.
e firme o 4 koikhos (waliektimiod Rlisyaisius) < collsérive faris.
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OOHH U3, TYMAHHBIXMETOR0B fIKBI-BbITIHYTE
HYMHDIE [TOKA3AHUS Y 39K A-~BPATA HAPLJA...

Pﬂmr/m/(/f///(ﬂ] TPERBAPHTENBHO )/IE/’M.‘/,JH/I/‘HMﬂP/M///‘ﬂ/IJIﬂM//SH TEM
HA JJONPOCE, BPATY HAPOJA " ITPEJIIAL AN DBHTIBHOE YIOUEHHE 34 JATY HIMH-
HBIX [IOKASAHNA HA CEBS MITH JIPYIOE JINUO. BBITH IPYIUA METORKOIIA
MEPTBY KOPMUIIH COIEHDH TMYEN Y 2-3 JHS HE JABAIN BOJbI, KPOME
COREHDN EARAKJBLH TONbRD HA JONPOCE JABATHY BORY 3A,/I0KASAHHS. .

One of the more ‘humane’ methods employed by the NKVD to ‘extract’ the necessary statement from an
‘enemy of the people’.*

“The NKVD starved the victim for a long time. Then, during the interrogation, the ‘enemy of the people” was
offered a hearty meal in
involved feeding the victim food with a high salt content, then depriving them of water for two or three days.

change for the desired statement against himself or a denunciation. Another method

“The only liquid available was the balanda (prison soup), which was also over-salted. Water was given only during
interrogations in exchange for a forced statement.

* Used by Lenin as carly as the decre of 231
to anyone the authorities conecived as a threat. ‘Enemies of the people’  expelled or exceuted. Tl riends
also fell under suspicion and could be sent to the Gulag as *Family Members of Traitors of the Motherland’.

November 1917, the phrase ‘enemy of the people’, was a oose term that could be applied
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~TBOJ MY, BEIBLINA KOMAH P JUBH3IMN,PRCCTPENSIH, KAK BPAL.../IPAX0]]
CB3 1 JCHP HA PETHCTPALHI B OPTAKBIHKBI-MB]...T0 6b1IH POJCTBEHAH-
1, BPAIOB HAPOZA, COCTIARHbIE BE3 CYJAN CITELCTBAS B CEBEPHBIE HBOC-
TOTHBIE PANOHS], ITTE MAJTH B XOTOZEH TONOTE H YMHPASIH TICAIAMA...

Sign on the wall reads: ‘Death to the Class Enemy!".

“Your husband, a former Division Commander, was exccuted as an enemy of the people.’
‘Family Members of Traitors of the Motherland” and the ‘Socially Dangerous’* had to register with the NKVD-
MVD. These were relatives of the ‘enemies of the people’, exiled without trial to the northern and north-eastern
regions. They lived there in conditions of cold and hunger and died by the thousands.

ns were mostlikely to be arrested for these two ‘offences’. However, undesirables could under
Phe titles of some of these ‘crimes’: ‘counter-revolutionary thinking’, praisi ’, ‘holdi Sovi %
reveal the level of paranoia within the authoritics themselves.
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HRBI ORPELIO LTPARY TSCTOA IAYYLEALETHA) JOHOE KB~
CTSRASAMN H,CERCOTAMH (CERPETHBIMH LOTPYH,
=] =
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TAHKAS CETb JOHOCYNKOB JEPXKAJIA BEC HAPOA B CMEPTENBHONM,
CTPAXE,KAK BO BPEMEHA CPEQHEBEK DBO/ NHKBUSHLM,, CTIKAIN®
JIH0JH BE3 YECTH,CTbIHA VI COBECTH, 5blTH AKTHBOM HKB. Ottt
W3 JINYHOH KOPSICTH, YEPHON 3ABUCTH 1 IPYTMX HUSMEHHBIX
TIOBYMKIEHNMA, YCTHO 1 TTHCH MEHHD JJOHOCHIIN HA POTHBIX, /TN 3-
KHX, JIPY3EH, TOBAPHIIEN, 3HAKOMBIX, DJHOKAMEPHUKOB H
OBBYHS/IN MX BO BCEX CMEPTHEIX TPEXAX: B LUITHOHAME,BPE-
INTENBCTBE, SAOBOPE, AHTHLOBETCKOH ATHTAYUH U T.].

HHKAKON NPOBEPKH HKB] B IPABJIHBOCTH JOHOLOB HE

NIPOBOJMIT, A HAGBOPOT T00LPSS] JTHOEYHD YYJOBHUHIID TIOKE...

The NKVD covered the country with a dense network of narks and secret informers.

The sceret informer network kept the entire population in deathly fear, akin to that of the Inquisition.
Informants,” people with no feclings, honour, or remorse, were a valuable asset of the NKVD. Out of a sense
of profit, greed, envy and other brute instinets, they reported — orally or in writing - on their friends, relatives,
immediate family, acquaintances, and fellow inmates. They accused them of all the deadly sins: espionage,
sabotage, conspiracy, anti-Soviet propaganda and agitation, ete. The NKVD never verified the informants’ reports.
On the contrary, it encouraged the most blatant lies.

*In the 19305, Nadezhda Mandelstam tels us, the verb 10 write assumed a new meaning. When you said e wriles or does she write? or
(referring to a whole classroom of students) they twrite, you meant that he or she or they awrote reports to the organs. (Si s
rigged cases were called “novels”.) To “write” meant to inform, to denounce. Solzhenitsyn call it “murder by slander”." Martin Amis,
Koba the Dread, 2002.

2



MIATLmT RPOBABBIV 5PAT HKBJ-TECTHIIG T4k M HE JoPOC 30
+BCERAPOJHOIO THEBHOID DCYMJIEHHS BPATOB PATELIFHIA"
H BECKOHEYHO OTCTABA/ 110, /IPON3BO08H TESTEHOCTH TPYJA.,

110 YKASKE HKB] HA SABOJAX, PABPHKAX, B KONXOSAX, HAYYHBIX, Y4EEHEIX SABERERNIX H
SHPEWJIEHHSX 110 BLEA CTPAKE POBOJHIINCS COBPARNS TPYJSUNXCH, [NE BLICTYNAKUMNE
KTEAIMNIIN I030POM,, LITHOHOB, JMBEPCAHTOB, BPEINTEJIER, SABEPEOBAKHAIX
HHOCTPAHHOIMH PASBEJKAMA, DBE3BPEWEHHBIX HKBL, / TPESOBAIN HX YHHH TOKEHNS,
KAK SEWEHBIX COSAK. MHOIUE BbICTY/TABUNE HA STUX COEPRHNSX H MUTUHIAX
BCKOPE CAMN OKA3bIBANCH HA NOJIOMEHIM L BEWEHBIX COBAK" M LTH 110]] PACCTPEN...

The Gestapo, the bloody younger brother of the NKVD, never matured enough to adopt the notion of
‘universal wrathful condemnation of the enemies of the Fatherland’, and it lagged far behind in terms of
‘labour efficiency’.

By order of the NKVD, workers’ meetings were held at factories, plants, kolkhozes, scientific institutes and
cducational institutions throughout the country. At these meetings people took the stage to publicly condemn
‘spics, wreckers, and saboteurs in the pay of international intelligence’, who had been exposed by the NKVD.
“They demanded they be exterminated ‘like a pack of wild dogs’. Many of those who stood on the podium soon
became part of the pack ‘wild dogs’ themselves, and were executed by firing squad.”

*During Stalin's his most fellvietim

para
political opposition, was a constant feature of his regime. No one was immune, including those who had previously denounced others.
‘We think i s imp differences - * ¥ isp lyin the cemetery.”
Joseph Stalin, ‘Our purposes’, Pravda, 22 January 1912.

%
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The interrogation of children of the ‘enemies of the people’ about the contra-revolutionary activities of their

parents and close relatives.

Stalin’s NKVD encouraged children to denounce their parents. Some were held up as heroes;” others were tortured

A campaign of public denunciations by children of their ‘enemies of the people” elders

was launched countrywide. Through newspapers, children were ordered to make public specches and ‘wrathfully
o s on subj has ‘What do you (the student)
and your father and mother think about the arrest of Marshals Tukhachevsky, Bliicher, Egorov,! and others?”

As a result of these ‘essays’, many children became orphans and were sent to special ChS (chlen semyi - member

of the family [of the enemy of the people]) orphanages.+

*Pavel (Pavlik) Morozov was the most famous example of this pher In 1932, following his father,thirteen-
year-old Pavlik was murdered by enraged family members. He was exalted as an icon of integrity: someone who held the va
statehigher than familylove. » ,streets and p er him. Hisstory

. Recontlavstigtions hive ast n the offici In her book Comrade

Pavlil (2005), Cat
T Marshal Mikhail
known as “T'he Case of Trotskyist
for Japan. Marshal Alexander
1939 (or 1941, according to some sources). Both Egorov and Blicher were members of the tribunal ek sty

Baldaev and his younger sister were both placed in an orphanage for children of ‘enemies of the people’ following their father’s arrest.

Kelly argues the case had been almost entirely e political doctrine of the time.
ugl" other higher ere
et Mil

d exceuted in 1937 after a seeret trial

Organisatio. M v

-
g
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14 Z07POCAX, BPAT OB HAPOJA IHPOKO SIPHMEHANIEA
ﬂﬂ/lEM 7 C' TOHKA MOBJOA B YroJT, PYKHITO HIBHM
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Another method of torture during interrogatios ‘'Stand facing the corner, hands by your sides..."

Text on the left wall reads: ‘The goal of the ChK* is to fight class enemies mercilessly; text above the door
reads: ‘Long Live Comrade Stalin!’; portrait above the map: Felix Dzerzhinsky;! text on the map reads:
‘Administration]'.

Victims of the NKVD-MVD, ‘the enemies of the people were made to stand up for days during interrogations.
They went without sleep, water, food, or rest. When they fainted, water was poured over them, then they were
beaten and forced to stand in the corner again. For their diligence, the executors were awarded medals, and
tetired ‘with honours’ in the 1950s and 1960s.

e Cheka (see VCRK, page 14)
n Felix’ founder of the Cheka and later head of the GPU

Felix Dzerzhinsky,
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“Time to pour water over him. This
the GPU, collectivization and ‘the kolkhor

ors began 1o use foree on me,

i spine with a rubber strap. The

enemy already understands what the dictatorship of the proletariat,

s a voluntary act” are all about.”

. when those parts of my le
with the strap and the

o intense it felt as if boiling hot water was being poured on these sensitive a

they again beat the red-bl y ses
. 1 howled and wept

sts from a great height. The intolerable

from the pain. They beat
d emotional ps

ind

ntat the hands of his interrogators. He

ng
An extract from a letter dated 13th January 1940, sent to Vyacl
oviet government), by the seminal irector a

jerking about like

f you won't write invent, in other words?1)
uched but reducing the rest to a hacked, blceding and
Molotov (head of the

d Meyerhold,

your right arm un

producer Vsevel
ed by firing squad on 2nd February 1940.




BagHOR N3 MHOrOTHCIEHIBIX THIPEM KRB -, BERYT “110C-
JIE DYEPETIHOMO wﬂpomi # L’TE/IE/‘M BPAIA HAPOJA..

L’mﬂnﬁa/mn ﬂ/rBﬂ CAMbIMH ﬂmfﬂMﬂ 3BEPCKUMN CPEJHEBEKOBb/-
MH bITKAMY BbIGHBAJ Y COBEPIEHHO HEBHHHBIX SIOHEH CAMbIE
PAHTACTUHECKHUE [IPHIHAHNS -, WITHOHAX B 1071634 6YPIKYA3-
HOro rocYynAPCTBA AHTAPKTULbIY..

The ‘enemy of the people’ is being ‘led away' after a third degree interrogation session in one of the many
prisons of the NKVD.

linist NKVD forced

Using the most vile and inhumanc forms of torture, akin to those of the Middle Ages, th
innocent people to make the most ridiculous and outrageous ‘confessions’, such as ‘spying for the bourgeois

state of Antarctica’.



PasoThnrn KRB ien JONPOCAX, BPAI OB HAPOTA”
TIPUMEHSITH CTHPOPYCCK YO TEITKY - bIGY...

IBAKOHEHHEI N CTAIMIM W EHEPATIO HSIM IPORSPOPOM LT CPA. b’b/ﬂ//{/lﬂk—

M JOIPOC S CTENEN N103B015/1 B 18475 JHIBBIE 10

BPATA HAPOJIA"HA CEGS JPYTHX JHUJ MHOTHE, Y 7065 HIERBNTS l'fﬁi/ ar
TATBHEIUYX [ITOK,, MPHSHABATNCS " 8 LITHOHAME, JHEEPCAY, 3AI0B0-
PENT.R, COSHATENSHO WAH N10] PACCTPEN B YBOAHOM YEXE Y PY HKE]...

One of the instruments of torture that the NKVD used during interrogations of ‘enemies of the people’ was
the rack, which dates back many centuries in Russia.

“The ‘third degree interrogation’, legalised by Joseph Stalin and the General Prosecutor of the USSR, Andrey
Vyshinsky, made it possible to obtain any statements from the ‘enemies of the people’ against themselves or
others. In order to avoid further torture, many ‘confessed’ to espionage, sabotage, conspiracy, etc., preferring
execution by firing squad in the ‘slaughterhouse’ of the UFU* NKVD.

* UFU (Upravlenie Fisicheskogo Unichtozheniya) ~ the Department of Physical Extermination.
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A form of psychological pressure: women and girls, ‘enemies of the people’, were stripped naked during
interrogation.

‘Sexually preoccupied” employees of the NKVD were very keen on stripping young women” — ‘enemies of the
people’ or the members of their families - during i ions. Oral or written complaints about torture, rape,
or humiliation were rejected by the authorities. Honest employees and men of principle who worked in
prosecution were exterminated. The NKVD had unlimited rights to claim the lives of any citizen of the
country. The public prosecutor’s office became the NKVD's puppet and accomplice.

- you ar itosogaing a “loeigner’s glirend.. o  sulden you gt n idex: mybe she leened somethin from thse

begin tointe 2 More! In deta rlis blushing and in tears

nm!l\mgludu\\ll!nlnw:L. she protests. “Yes, e hat's power for you! She gives you the full details.

"l draw a picture for you. If you want she’ll demon he has no way out. In your hands you hold the
1973,




~Tb/ IPOBPAJICS B WEJIESHBIE PARS! HIBE, 9T0BBI CIIACATE
APECTOBAHHBIX BPAIOB HAPOZAH PASHYR CBOSIOYb...

Background picture: Viadimir Lenin giving his famous speech at the Finland Station, Petrograd (now St. Petersburg),
following his return from exile in April 1917.

“You have infiltrated the steely ranks of the NKVD to save imprisoned enemies of the people and other scum.’

3




Y1065/ YEPE3 YAL [IPH3HAHNS ITOM0 BPATA EbITH Y MERS HA CTONEL..
~TOBAPHLY OCOEOSTOSHOMOYERHEIA,Mb/ 34 370 BPEMS STOMY TAZY
SAUA OTOPBEM H MAPEHYH) KOTJIETY CHENAEM H3 37000 MHFA...

‘I give you one hour to put the confession” of this enemy [of the people] on my desk!’
‘Don’t you worry, Comrade Plenipotentiary. In an hour, we'll have torn his balls off and fried this yid like a steak.’

*‘When [Nikolai] Bukharin's first wife, Nadezhda Lukina was interrogated, her brother Mikhail was among the members of
who were tortueed o give evidence against the others and her. A recent S

evidence and then, after further interrogation, confirming it agai
How could a brother give evidence againsta sster?” answered that a Comintern worker in her cell came back from interrogation one
d had incriminat had sh his own handwriting.
5 could 17 How could I2 Today I had a confrontation with
it Terror: A Reassessment, 199

she furthes
B e a1 oans: bt s i R Conquest, The G




~MBIH3 TEBS BCHI AHTHIAPTHIHYID ﬂb//lb BbITPSXHEM, YT0bbI HE KTTE-
BETA/ HA BOMJEN KITCC.SIKOBbI OHH BCE SBEPHHAS CMECH /T0/IHTH-
YECKHX ABAHTHOPHCTOB, BAHIb! Y5HIL M JHKHX IKCIUTIATATOPOB. .

“We'll whack all the anti-Party dust out of you.” You won’t go slandering and spreading lies about the leaders
of the Communist Party — calling them a bestial mixture of political adventurers, a gang of murderers and
savage exploiters.”

* The interrogators have wrapped the prisoner in a carpet 50 o signs of torture will show on the body. This precaution was taken in
the event that the subject might later appear in a public tral,

3




BT

-HY.KYPBA, CEHYAL MbI TEESA YIOCTHM HALIHM 5' OBETCKHM
WAMIAHCKHUM, BOT TOIRA PA3BSMEIS CBOH BPAXHA A3bIK..

The placards on the wall read (from top to bottom): ‘MGB Never Makes Mistakes!"; ‘Death to the Enemies of
the Peopl

Well, bitch, now we're going to treat you to some Soviet Champagne.” It'll loosen your enemy tongue!”
going y pag ¥ y tong

Cr

he b cof Soviet champagne, which wa 1928, Different
ielhocs of fermentation Soviet ctize ttempt

10 sow the world that they were abl to enjoy the same luxuey goods as ther counterparts in capitalist countries.




~[0BOPHNTO ELJE C TOSOR CLYLAT, (0108 AMEPHKH,. BH-BH-CH, . L30-
50779 H PRCIPOCTPANS/I AHTHCOBETCK YK PONTATAKTY MK A TEGE

3ACYHY PYYKY LIBABPSI B TBOK BOKIIYYH) LUESTKY HOKA BLIAJET...
YEPE3 TBOH ITOTAHbIA POT ..

“Tell us who else listened to the Voice of America, BBC, and Radio Freedom, and distributed anti-Soviet
propaganda with you, or I'll stick this broom all the way up your stinking arse until it comes right out of your
filthy mouth!”
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- [0BOPH,CYKA! KAKHE PA3rOBOPbI BENT JOMA T. BOA My)l(
[IPOTHB COBETCKOH BAIACTH M [IAPTHH KOMMYHHCTOBZ.

“Iilk, bitch! What was your husband saying at home against the Soviet authorities and the Communist Party?"

a




~fIPH3HABAACS! Thl IPOHHK B /’ﬂﬂb/ BA /7( 5),CTAB CEKPETA-
PEM IOPKOMA # O5HOMA,BPELINIT HAWEA TAPTHH HIHYTPAL..

“Confess! You have penetrated the ranks of the VKP(b), become secretary of the municipal committee and wrecked
our Party from the inside!”
§Ihe rospet o st and i weighed ey cxcn o h it ain ary membe. Fllowing e s, avar o e

that awaited them, many immediately asked to sign thei
loyal to the Party ¢ thatit

“They were all tired men. The higher you got
in the hirarchy, the more tired they were.  have nowhere s among the higher stata of Sovict paliticians,
among the Old of verwork, Tt was the past that was telling
on them, the years of cor : prison and exile; the years of the far; and sticking (o the rules o

demanded that at every moment a mas :ad men on furlough’, s Lenin had called
them. Nothing could frighten them any more, nothing surpri il they had. History had squcczed therm out t0
the last drop, had burnt them out o the lastspiritual calorie; yet corpses.”
Avthur Kocstlr drot i the B, 1945, (quoted by: Robest Conqucst, The Great Tevsors A Reassessmen, 1990)

game that
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-ﬂ... ﬂﬂl' /IllﬂC'I(ﬂl'I ?Pﬂ/ﬂ/y.?ﬂl( /1” ﬂMEP/ﬂ(ﬂﬁE’l{llﬂ S/10H-
CKHA, UTAJTb SHCKMA, HEMELKWA H. EWE KAKOH-TO LITHOK...

‘[ am a British, French, American, Japanese, Italian, German and whatever else spy...”"

artial

eIf considered a sign of guilt, prisoners were rarely released without serving at least
n Jw arrested inthe late 19405, had the impression th

he had b ply in order to prove that
. D Jsims that i

although no one had managed to

er ex-prisoner, 5. G.
1 guilty And even if you weren' guilty,we c
Anne Applebaum, Gulag: A History, 2003.

Arrest anyone who is
up innocent people.”




Pz 35 = = R
-TAK 3T0OMY EBPEACKOMY CHORNCTY BYJET JIEMYE BC-
TIOMHATH 0 Y/IEHCTBE B MHUPOBOM MHIO-MACOHCKOM
34rOBOPE...

Text on the left wall reads: ‘The plans of the Party are the plans of the people’; text on the back wall reads: ‘If
the enemy doesn't surrender — destroy him. Maxim Gorky'; text on the right wall (partially visible) reads:
‘Communism is the mind, honour, and conscience of our time'.

“This’ll make it easier for this Jewish Zionist to recall his membership in the Judeo-Masonic conspiracy.”*

*The authorities believe

he existence of a coalition between Jews and Freemasons to gain world domination, regularly blaming the

. Throughout the book Baldaey reflects this paranoia by giving

y
exaggerated Jewish characteristics to some of his protagonists.

a2



HaKAAHNE 33KA 34 HANATEHHE HA TIPOKYPOPA,
0 HAZ30PY 3A YM3— CHAPHTEILHOH PYEALKOA
T i |, T |

lo 79r0M TIETEHARMN B CIMUPHTEN HIFD PYSALIKY o C SSTE SKON
39K BLIJEPHHBAET HE BONIEE 30-35 MUHYT N [IPOCHT I1PO-

WEHNS 3R LBOK JEP3KWA [IOCTYITOK..

A straight jacket put on a convict for assault of the prosecutor supervising the UMZ.*

When a straight jacket with a ‘bridle’f was tightened on a convict, he could bear no more than thirty to thirty-

five minutes before he would repent his brazen acts.

 UMZ (Upravlenie Mest Zaklyucheniya) ~ the Directoratc of Imprisonment Facilties
I break the will and the character of the prisoner... bridling (also known as ‘the

rehangel, where the interrogator Ivkov applicd it in 1940. A long piece of
a bridle; the ends were then pulled back over his shoulders and tied to
ur spine breaking — and without water and food for two days!" Aleksi

. Just t

ry | s ike
Solzhenitsyn, The Gulag Archipelago, 1973.
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blasie o

-KaK NPOYUCTHM EMY OYKO,66/CTPO BEIOMANT, KAK BPEZ-
H11 COBETCKON BIACTHY. TIAPTHI B HAYSHO-HCCHEHOBA -
TEJIbCKOM MHCTHTYTE CBOEH KHEEPHETHKOA ...

B

‘Once we've cleancd up his arse, he'll quickly remember how he damaged Soviet power and the Party with that
cybernetics” of his in his research institute...

s, which enabled the

* During the 19505 the fledgling Western science of cyberneties (the comparative study of regulatory mechani

i to replace human beings with robots.
ng their own computers using cybernetic systems, publicly the Western
ismissed as 10 people and science’, (Mikhail Taroshevsky,
ts were arrested for working in this officially forbidden area and it was not until the 1960s
ideology’ was politially revised.

At the same time as Russian scientists were secretly der
scientific

Literaturnaia Gazeta, 1952). Many sc;

that its status as a ‘weapon of imperial

“



i h3 3BEPCRAX IPHEMOB BbIPBATE [IPH3HAHHE
BPATA HAPOJA =, /IEPEKPbITE RHCIIOPOJ MW ITHUAA...
\[ I

B0BPEMS JONPOCA CIEYHANIBHBIE PAEOTHHRY HKBI, mosngro-
BOALIBI HITH KOSTYHBI," B TT0MOLb CAEJOBATENAM( YACTON LAMN
CHIEJOBATESIN) OJEBAJIN HA [O10BY MEPTBE PEIHHOBbIA ME-
WOR JU151 NEPEKPBITHS JbIXAHNS. [IOCTTE HECKORLKUX, TAKNX
[IPHEMOB Y MEPTBbI WIIA KPOBbL H3 HOCH, PTA, YUEH ...

An example of an atrocious method of extracting confessions from an ‘enemy of the people’: ‘cutting off
the oxygen’, or ‘squeezing the reed".

During interrogations, a special NKVD brigade (or, sometimes, the interrogators themselves), known as
‘hammerers’ or ‘splitting axes’, put a rubber bag over the head of the victim to temporarily suffocate him. After
{his technique had been used a few times, the vietim would start bleeding from the nose, ears and mouth.

5



“TbL,I AT, BLIBLIMA KOSXO3HBIA BPHIATINP, C BPEJHTESBCKON
LETIBHD TIOFCANNBAIT KOPOBAM CEHO!CO3HAACS YTO ThIBPATY.

“You bastard, former kolkhoz foreman, you wrecked the cows’ hay by mixing it with salt. Confess that you are
an enemy!’

6




-f OBOPH, YYEHAS TBﬂPb KAK 11POTOBEJOBAJIA YPM! yﬂ3//!//ﬂ
AHTHCOBE TCKYH) JINEHAYKY TEHETHUKY HA KAPELPE, WiH
CEAYAL bYJELD JbIUATS YEPE3 SALHIR JbIPKY...

“Tell me now, you educated animal, about how you preached genetics, that bourgeois anti-Soviet ersatz
science, in your university department, or you'll be breathing through your arsehole!”

the field of <clu\cc) over Darwinism,
ny of those who qu

ific dissent i |..< work was outlawed in 1948, and
eld resuls
Following Stalin's death in 1953 his influence waned and his work was officially dseraded n 1964

and was championed by Stalin. S
d

foned it were




BB KIT6TA APECTOBAKKEIX JOMA, HAPABOTE, BPAOB
HAPOJA ﬂ/’ﬂ ' IOCTABKE B T/ﬂPbMy CAMAIIN B, OTCTOARNK.

7095 fﬂ YENOBEKHAT-3 L’W' OK 5E3. Bﬂlb/li THUYH
JYXTTE! HEKOTOPSIE SMHPRIIN M HX TPY/Tb! CTOSSIH 8 IIIOTHON
SHOJCROA Mﬂd’ﬂf 3 7‘!/.47/7! 7.8PAI08 HAPOJA "HE. TISCRATTH N OHH BEIHYMTEHS! LI CIPRBAISTS
WTAKBLCTEHS) /81 BOHKIYER CIH3b1D.

During the reign of the cult of ity, the ‘ ies of the people’ ted at home or put
into 'settling tanks'.

Forty-five to fifty people were crammed into the prison ‘settling tanks’, with an area of ten square meters.” They
were left there without food or water for between one and three days for ‘spiritual breakdown’. Without enough
room or fresh air to breathe some died, their corpses stood upright, squeezed in between other people’s
bodies. The ‘enemies of the people’ were not allowed to use the toilet, and they had no choice but to relieve
themselves without taking their clothes off. The walls of the ‘settling tank’ were covered in foul-smelling slime.

3iha in oneof the pris have afitof hy

*‘She told me.

J place in Moscow
have heard the scrcaming more than once and describe it usterrfying.” Reader Bullard, Insde Stali's Rusia: The Diavies of Reador
Bullard 1930-1934, 2000, (edited by Julian and Margaret Bullard).
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QIIHO 13 OTZESEHHA JIHGJCKOT0 Y50/HOIO LYEXA HRBI-MIB Koriyn 90X
[0JJ0B (BTOPAS KPOBABAS BOJSIHA CTAINHEKOI O TEPPOPA OCHE F0-X

[0J]0B).PACCTPES, BPAT OB HAPOJA | JIUTENHBIN /1P, 1.4 (1006 T6HOE
TIOMELJEHHE CO CTOPOKbI Y/1.BOHHOBA).

One of the departments of the human slaughterhouse of the NKVD-MVD, in the late 1940s (the second wave
of Stalin’s bloody purges after the 1930s). The execution of the ‘enemies of the people’ at 4 Liteiny Prospekt”
in Leningrad, Russia (the basement on the side of Voinov Street).

*4 Liteiny Prospekt was the address of the headquarters of the NKVD. Referred to colloquially as the ‘Big House', it had an infamous
feputation — few who entered ever left.

9




Journey to the Camp




B rogs/ R9I6TA COBEPUIERHD BE3BHHHBIX, BRI 08
HAPOJIA 'Zﬂﬂlfllllllﬂliﬂﬂ ITATHPOBASIH HA KOSILINS...

e TN =2/
3 HE BbIJEPMABLINX TIELINE 3TAb/ 8 COTHI H THIER Y RUTIOMETPOB,
KOHBOH [SIAI7 HKBJ] PRECTPENNEAN H SARATIBIEANT LUTSIKAMH PHIHIECKH CABBIX, BONBHBIX,
L YMA. RAMJBIVE ITANT CONPOBOMIANIA 10X OPOHHAS
ROMAKJA H3 PHSHYECKY RPETRNX 3RO HA TYHEBL) u
TPYTBI XOPOHAIH O8I W3 TSIES M 39K 0B K MECTY HASHAYENNS NPUEBIBAN0 F00-800 YE7.

During the years of the cult of personality, ten million innocent ‘enemies of the people’ were transported
to Kolyma.*

Convicts who could not endure deportation marches of hundreds, or cven thousands of kilometres, were executed
by the guards of the Gulag. The weak, sickly, or lame, and convicts who tried to escape or went insane, were
shot or stabbed to death with bayonets. Each deportation group had its own burial brigade made up of
physically fit convicts. They travelled on horse-driven carts and were equipped with shovels. The bodies were
buried naked. Out of a thousand convicts, only seven to eight hundred would finally make it to the prison camp.

#The Kolyma region in Russia’s Far ystem, developed between 1932 and 1954, b
in natural resources, Gulag labour was used for gold mining and lumbering, as well as road building and construction. It s estimated
half a million prisoners died there in the d \ ly reach -70° C).
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(A
[lPOgANA KOHBOEM, MHBOIO TOBAPA"Y[OSIOBHHKAM HA STAIE...
0Cob0 UEHHTHCH JEBYWIKH M HEHIIHHEI 113 [IPHBANITHEN: JIA-
TILUKH, JIH TOBKH, HEMAH, 10JI6KH M CTOHKH, KOTOPbIX HACH -
JI0BAJTH TPY/IITON. HEKOTOPbIE ABTOPHTE THBIE,BOPLI B SAKOHE,

HMEJIH B CBOEA,COBCTBEHHOCTH -3 TRKHX 399KH 13, KOHTPb/...

Guards selling ‘livestock’ to convicts during penal transportation.”
Women from the Baltic regions - Latvia, Lithuania, Estonia, as well as Germany and Poland ~ had the highest
value. They were gang-raped by the convicts. Some authoritative ‘legitimate’ thieves! ‘owned” two or three women

‘contra’ (counter-revolutionary) prisoners.

nsportation’ was the pracess of deporting criminals to a penal insttution.
7y zakore (thicves in aw) are ‘legitimate’ thieves who belong to a criminal organisation similar n structure to th
es generally granted them the status of truste g them complete dominance over those
ideolog sound: political and They exerted

tinfluence, acting like a shadow administration.
. They spoke their own argot

their own strict ‘thieves’ code’, e wit s
and i covered by f tattoos, initiated, which were used to display the wearer's

position within carchy (see: Danzig Baldacy, R Criminal Tattoo En Volume I, 1, 11, 2003-2008)




HAPOLBIHIPESATE/N” [IEPEY] OTIIPABKO/ Bl

Brogel VL BB BIEH A
AT, YEYEHB, AT, BRIKAPLUSI, KAPAAEBLSI, KATMBIKH, [PEKH, TYPKH, KPSIMCKVE TA.
(M13-34 [HBEIIH OT HEYEIOBE YECKNX PASCKHX YC/IOBMA). KPOME HEMUEB H KPEIMCKHX TATA

The ‘traitor peoples’ before they were sent to slavery in Stalin’s Socialist Gulag.

During the Stalin era, Communists deported around two million ethnically non-Russian people to the eastern
and northern parts of the USSR: Finns, Germans, Poles, Estonians, Lithuanians, Latvians, Chechens, Ingush,
Balkarians, Karachaevs, Kalmyks, Greeks, Turks, Crimea Tartars, Western Ukrainians. After the rehabilitation,

5



B0 B CTATMHCKHA COUNASHE THYECKHAT SIIAY...

b/ OKOST0 2 MITH. HEPYECKOIO HACETEHNS: PHIHEL HEMLIbL, TO/1SFKH, ICTOHLYSI, JINTOBYE)
ICIIE. HE | HA CBOH 3EMITH
W ) HO L5 -KICC HE TYCKAET HX HA TPEXHHE 3EMITA. ..

Jalf of them never returned home, perishing in the harsh and inhumane conditions. With the exception of
(Germans and Crimean Tartars, all have been rehabilitated, but the punishment continues  the Communist

Party does not allow them to return home.”

# Baldacy was writing before the fall of Communism.



bvynoHu FYNAra Ml

YBHIYBI: J 4 JECATKOB MAJTHOKOB JIOZIEN, IIPHPOJI6I H BCEO MHBI
SR B

T
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]
i

2.0 S
Nlorry3ra 8 CETHAX ﬂ‘/EPEIh‘DI' 4 37’///7/7 PABOB /' 5’///4/;7 /7’/7 K yPﬂPTﬁb//? HHPHX
KPAS I MATAZAH. BIIOCTIENCTBMH CETKH #3-34 iﬂ//'éllla/' G TPABMATHIMA.

Text on the left reads: ‘Daily Life of the MVD Gulag. Communists are murderous bureaucrats. They eradicated
democracy, tens of millions of people, nature, and everything alive...’; verse on the right reads: ‘I remember
that portin Vanino / And the grim-looking steamboat. / We boarded, walking up the gangway, / Up into cold,
gruesome prisons.*'.

“The loading of Gulag slaves in fishing nets onto the Yalta ‘pleasure boat’ in the Vanino port. The boat was bound
for the seaport in Magadan, the capital of the Kolyma prison camp region. Later, due to the high rate of injury,
the nets were replaced with metal cages, with a capacity of fifty to sixty people each.t
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5 momHra TOT BAHVHCKMA MOPT
W BHJ TAPOXORA YTPHOMbIA,
Kark /i Mbl 110 TPAMY HA BOPT

B XOJIOAHBIE MPAYHbBIE TPHIMb...

WII0PTY BARHHO. ,Mﬂ,wcmﬁ/rfmwﬁfcm/wz/b//rﬂrap)/(ﬂom Q/IBIMEKOrT
METAIUTHYECKHMU RAETKAMH BMECTHMOCTHHI HA 50-60 YE/TOBEK.

e verse is from a well-known prisoner song, popular in the USSR. Often called “The Anthem of Kolyma Prisoners’ it was written
e 1946 (exactda and authosunknow).

s From a5 antiec
p p 5, five of them in each space. The floo was covered with more wornen.
a tof ly hing
ess heat had d thei lyred spots, boils and blisters. The majority were suffering from some
farim of skin discase or other, apart from stomach ailments and dysentery.” S Magadan, 1971.
5
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1987-537 1 MACCOBOE H3HACHIIOBAHHE XEHLHH=BPAT0B HAPOJA
ST OTOBHHKAMH. HACHIIOBAIH CTAPBIX # MOJIOZbIX.KTO COMPOTHBIIS
MHBOT M JR YACTH TEJIA.... MACCOBBIE H3HACHTOBAHHS BbI/TH HA,
MbLIIPOSHB DTCEYHYR) CTEHKY, 1P IONNYCTHTESILLTBE KOHBOS M

1937-1953. Mass rape of women, ‘enemies of the people’, by criminal prisoners on the Tobol steamboat during
the Vanino Port ~ Nagacvo Bay - Magadan deportation. Both young and old women were raped. Those who tried
o resist were stabbed to death or strangled. Many were stabbed with knives in the vagina, stomach, and other
parts of the body. Mass rapes took place on the Minsk, Yalta, and other cargo ships. The convicts entered the
holds, breaking through the partition walls, with the collusion of the guards and crew."
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RN O
WIIE,, TOS0/1"ITPH STATTE (10PT BAHHHO-BYXTA HATAEBO-I MAIAHAH)
TAPE3AHB,IATYUEHB] MHOIHM BTSIKASIH HOXH BO BJIATASIHYE,
;ﬂV;,M/fﬁ K SITAH JIR [TAPOXGIAX. I ON0BHHKH [IPOHHKATNB TPIO-
WOMAKTI...

% 'Flitough the sharp torn edges of the wall, half-naked male eriminals poured in, their tattooed bodies glistening with sweat. With

{fihening squeals and howls of the sort that medieval hordes must have emitted when attacking a particularly dangero

i grabbed the nearest women and dragged them onto the bunks. The overcrowded hold was again filled with the wom
and entreaties, which blended with the m s and wh dwe witnessed endless gang

“Kolyma Team the spot. Many of :
Y reand : of
ey tossed down corpses from the upper bunks — the women they had tortured to death.” Elena Glinka, The Big Kolyma
Vi, Russian Life, 1988.




i The Gulag System




Umfnbnbm JIATEPHbIV NYHKT (0

7. SJAHHE ARMHHHCTPALHH
2.94.knACCHI BB M CTONOBAA

3. OTHENIEHHE /151 HHBAINAOB
1UITPAPHON HIONATIP

5. Morr

6.50JBHHUA H KYXHA

7. ATEKA, I04TA, LYEH3YPA
8./IAPEK

9./IPOE37-N1POXO]] B 30KY,YACTH
10 K111, Lif1K03, LIEHTP. BOPOTA
71.LKNAY [CH
12.9/1EKTPONOICTAHIHS
13.30AKNE JITA CREUHATIHCTOB
74. [IPOMBILNERHAS 3GHA
75./11AY JN15 39K08

16. Y60PHAS

77 BAPAK /151 PAGOTHHKOB OJIIT-HTTT
18.UPHIEPCKIH BAPAK
79.KA3APMA J/15 L'ﬂlllédih‘iﬁ MBJ
20./APAN OXPAK,

21, /]MTDMIIH/(L‘II!/}IIEEHNX CO5AK
22.MWAIAA 30HA JN1A 35K08
23.BHYTPEHHHE KITIT

24. BUESINOTEKA

25.LEKUNST O5L.NIOPT LKA
26.CTOPOWEBAS BbILWKA BB MBJ
27 JIERHNK

28.080WHOA CHIIAK
29./IPORYKTOBbIN CHIAR
30.CT0/108A5 JI/1Sl 33K08

31. K196

32.CNOPTIVIOLATKA
33./l0PTHOBCKAS 1 CANOMHAA
34.B0J0KAYKA

35. KOTENBHAS H IPRYEIHAS
36.KY3HNA 1 CIIECAPHAS
37.14PAN

38.CTONAPHAS

39. 19[11/530;1 CRIIAR

40.54H.

91. 7£II/7HII/~7

92.[0KAPHAS YACTS
93.KOHIOWHS M X037B0P
94.CBMHAPHHK

95. CTPE/IbEMUE

96. KNIAABHIYE 71119 33K08

Hosorras
TPONA _~ %
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ATA HKBJI-MBJL 1)1t COLEPYKAHHS 1,5-2ThICAYH 39KOB,
YHHCTOB 110 YMEPUYBIIERHIO PABCKHNM TPYZOMATIACCOBLIX BPAIOB




A Separate Camp Point (OLP)* of the Gulag of the NKVD-MVD for 1,500—2 000 prisoners. {
The OLP was an ‘ingenious’ invention of th g through slave labour.

Top left arrow: Entrance to the camp
Bottom left corner arrow: Watch path
1. Administration building

2. Classes for internal troops and canteen
3. Building for the disabled

4. Isolation cells

5. Morgue

6. Hospital and kitchen

7. Drugstore, post, and censorship quarters
8. Vendor stand

9. Entranceway to the camp.

10. Checkpoint, central gates

11. Fuel warehouse

12. Power plant

13. Specialists building

14. Industrial zone

15. Drill ground

16. Toilet

17. Barracks for OLP-ITL! employees
18. Officers’ barracks

19, Internal troops quarters

20. MVD guards’ garage

21. Kennels for guard dogs

22. Prisoners’ barracks.

23. Internal checkpoints

o



4. Library
25. Internal order section
Watchtower
Teebox
Vegetable warehouse
Foodstuffs warehouse
Canteen for prisoners

“Tailor and shoemaker

‘Water pumping station
Boilerhouse and laundry
Smithery and metal workshop
Garage

Wood workshop
Clothing warehouse
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Map of the regwns (zones) of the Gulag, created on 1Mh June, 1934 by a decree of the Political Bureau of
the Central of the All-Union i rty of iks. Millions of people died through

purges, genocide and apartheid, in the name of the brlgM future.
The ltalian text reads: ‘The end justifies the means!"

Distinctive features of the Gulag of NKVD-MVD:
1. The main distinctive feature was that the Head of the Political Department of the Gulag answered directly
to the Organisation Department of the TsK* VKP(b) of the Communist Party. Nominally, he answered to the
Chief Warden of the Gulag. The TSK VKP (b) was the sole ideologist of the entire system of prison camps and
slave labour of the kulaks and the ‘encmies of the people’.

2. The NKVD-MVD was the obedient weapon of the TsK VKP (b).

Gulag Regions:
i Sevzaplag (Northwest)

ii Zaplag (West)

iii Yuzhzaplag (Southwest)
iv Urallag (Urals)
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v Sevsiblag (Northern Siberia)
i Siblag (Siberia)
i Yuzhlag (South)
viii Dalstroy (Far East)
Ix Primorlag (Primorie)
I'he Gulag system pursued two goals:
1, To exterminate the majority of convicts through punitive policies.
b meet the labour quotas set by the government by any means necessary.

UIlic tireless cfforts of the Communists and the Gulag turned the country into an economically ll, dispirited,
nd aggressive state.’ Victor Nekrasov.
'K (Tsentralny Kommitet)  the Central Committec (of the Communist Party).

1 Victor Nekrasov (1911-1987), Russian writer, journalist and editor. An outspoken critic of Stalinism, he was expelled from the
(Cammunist Party in 1973 and emigrated to France in 1974,
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The alphabetical list (far from complete) of the cities and settlements, near which were located ITL
(Corrective Labour Camps), OLP (Separate Camp Points), sharashkas (secret R&D laborator
system), komandirovkas,* construction sites, service centres, columns, roads, OKB (Special Design
Offices), ITK (Corrective Labour Camps / Colonies), and special settlements of the Gulag.

1. Abakan *(vi) 57 [rkulsk'(w) 169. Sukhumi (i)

2. Abez-lnta * () 170. Suchan *(ix)
im 115. Narian-Mar *() 171. Syzran * i)

4. Akmolinsk *(vi) 116. Nikolayevsk (vi) 172. Syktyvkar *(i)

5. Aktyubinsk *(vi)
6. Aleksandrovskoye (vi)

117. Nikopol (iii)
118. Nizhniye Kresty *(i

173. Tavda *(iv)
174 Tyshet bratsk ()

7. Aldan *(vi) 119, Nizhne-Tambovsk (vii) 175. Tashkent * vii)

8. Allaykha 120, Nizhny Tagil *(iv) 176. Thilisi (i)

9. Alma-Ata (vii) 12, Nzt () 177, Tekyulyal

10. Andizhan *(v) hneye Shadrino (vi) 178, Tetyushi

11, Arkhangelsk -4.) 67. Karaul (v) o Nmmsxbxrsk *(vi) 179. Tiksi (v)
124. Nordvik () 180, Tikhvin (i
125, Norilsk *(v) 181, Tobolsk *(vi)
126. Ozhogino (viii) 182. Totma * (i)
127, Olyokminsk * (vi) 183. Tomsk *(s)

X 128. Omsk *(vi) 184. Tula (i)
17. Balychigan *(vii) 129, Orsk *(v) 185. Tura (v)

18. Belomorsk *(i) 130. Ostashkov 186. Turinsk *(iv)

19. Belushye (i) 131, Pakhta-Aral (vii) 187. Turkestan * (vii)
20. Berezovo (v) 132. Penza (i) 188, LR
13, Petrozavodsk *(i) 189.Ty

134, Petropaviovsk (vi) 190, Uglch (i)
135. Pechora *(i) 191, Ulyanovsk (i)
136. Plesetsk (i) 192. Ulan-Ude *(vi)
137. Podkamennaya Tunguska *(v) 193, Uman (iii)
138, Pokur (v) 194, Uralsk (iv)
27 Vaygach Isle (i) 83. Kostroma * i) 139, Pokeha l?S.UsI»Vnrkum'(x)
@ 84. Kotlas *(i) 140. Prokopyevsk (vi) 196. Ust-Yym (i)
29. Vereshchagino () 85. Krasnovodsk (iv) 141, Ramenskoye (ii) 197Ut Knmznugouk ()
30. Verkhoyansk *(viii) 86. Krasnoturinsk (i 142, Revda (iv) 198, Ust-Kamchatsky *(siii)
31. Verkhne-Imbatskoye (\) 87, Krasnogorsk *(vi) 199, Ust-Kulom
32, Verkhne-Uralsk (iv) 88. Kuznetsk *(vi) 200, Ust-Mil *(iil)
3. Verkhny Ufaley * iv) 89. Kuibyshev *(ii) 201, Ust-Port ()
34. Veslyana (v) 90. Kuloy (i) 202, Ust-Srednikan (viii)

35 Vilyuisk *(
36. Vitim *(vi) 92. Kurgan-Tyube *(vii)
il )

203 Ust-Usa *(siii)

204, Ust-Ukhta *(5)

205. Ust-Shugor (i)
*(iv)

94 Kurya (i X 206. Ufa *(iv)
95. Kustanay *(vi) 151, Sverdlovsk * iv) 207. Fergana (s
96. Kyzyl (v) 152. Svirstroy (i) 208, Frunze (vii)
97. Kyusyur (v) 153. Segezha () 209. Khabarovsk *(ix)
98. Leningrad * ii) 154, Seychman * vii) 210. Kholmogory ()
99. Leninogorsk (vi) 155. Semipalatinsk *(vi) 211. Khonu (v
100. Magdagachi 156. Solikamsk * iv) 212. Chardzhou (vii)
101, Magnitogorsk *(iv) 157. Solovets Islands *(i) 213, Chelkar (vil)
46. hm{cy alovich (i) 102. Mariinsk * vi) 158. Sortavala (i) 214, Chelyabinsk *(iv)
47. Zhigansk (v) 103. Mayor-Krest (vii) 159. Srednekolymsk *(vii) 215, Chita *(vi
48. Zayarsk (vi) 104. Makhachkala (i) 160. Sretinsk (vi) 216. Chkalov (Orenburg) (iv)
49. Franz Joseph Land *() 105, Medvezhiegorsk (i) 161. Stalingrad * i 217. Chusovoy *(iv)
50. Zyryanka (vii) 106. Mezen (i) 162, Stalino (Donetsk) * i) 218, Shadrinsk *(iv)
51. vanovo (ii) 107. Muss‘(w) 163. Stalinogorsk (i) 219. Sheherbakov (i)
52, Ivdel *(iv) 108. Mirnoye. 164, Stalinsk (vi) 220. Ekibastuz-Ugol (vil)
53. Izhevsk *(ii) 109. Molotov (Pcrm) *(Gi) 165. Stanchik (vii) 221, Yakutsk *(v)
54. Tavestkovy (viti) 110. Molotovsk (i) 166. Starodub i 222. Yaroslavl (i)

111. Monchegorsk (i)
112. Morshansk (i

167 Stolbovoye (i
168. Suojarvi *(i)

56. Irgiz (vii)
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Note:
+ - denotes a group of ITL, ITK or other penal i

itutions of the Gulag (two to five or more).
I¢ - 0 region (zone) of the Gulag [see map on previous pages].

Whe daily ration of a convict in the Gulag had a nutritional value of 1,300-3,000 calories.
(unvicts in the Gulag were divided by the regime into categories — material and psychological cond
Jugline etched awayall traces of individuality and turned people into robots with the highest labour productivity.

ns. The

“business ent’,a i Tumber mill, ete.).

o



ﬁﬂllbll./f BHKH JIEPBbIMH B MIPE CO3JIAJIH CHCTEMY PABCKHX
TPYZIOBBIX APMUA TYJIATA, YEIO, KAK M3BECTHO, HE bbI1/10
1IPH YAPH3ME. B COJIOBELIKOM JIATEPE HAYASINCS SKLITE -
PHUMEHTS! 10, PACYE/IOBEYHBAHMIO" JIFOJEH CAMbIMA XKE-
CTOKHMH ME TOHRAMK B , JIATEPHYAO [IIJID..

“The Bolsheviks were the first in the world to create slave-labour armies in the Gulag system, which had not
he Solovki” prison camp was where the experiments in the ‘dehumanization’ of people
began, and where the most brutal methods were used to crush people into ‘prison camp dust’....t

*See page 15.

1 As well as coping with the harsh realitics amps, there was als tools in Ttwas
zen) carth to be dug using bare hands. Workers were forced to improvise their own implements from whatever
and hammers were fashioned from stone, metal and wood. Shaped by a combination of work and frostbite, hands
quickly became impossible to use with any dexterity, or even to open out flat.
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[YJIAOBCKAS WY THA HAZ BHOBb ITPHEbIBLIHM
ITANOM 3AKSOYEHHBIXZTOAAT MIAPA”

——

: ,An\ﬂ\‘ﬂm - -
J18YCNOKOERNS TIPUELIBUNX 1 BOSMYLIAIUUXCS JOSIHM OMHUTRHHEN 8
(TCTORHNKE TIEPEL IIPHEMOM STANTA B HT, 39K08 1P MOPO3SE 30-90
 EINBAITY C BBILKY BOTOH N3 TTOXAPHOIO WARHIA H 19 YEMOTPEHNID
(IPOH3BONY) HAYANTBETBA YEPES D-FYACA DBNEFEHEBLINX BESIH 8 30HY...

A Gulag prank called ‘adding steam’ being played on newly arrived prisoners.

U1l pacify the newly arrived prisoners, who expressed their indignation with the long stay in the ‘settling tank’
liulore they were let into the camp, they were hosed with water from the watchtower when it was 30° to 40° C
ezing. Two or three hours later — their clothes frozen to their bodies ~ they might be allowed inside

lolow
one,” depending on the whim of the prison authorities.

he prisoners’ word for any prison, camp or restricted area where they (lumbering o i for examy
s the big zone’, believing the Communist Party’s power structure to be identical to that of the ‘legitimate
* - the Gulag (see page 202).

Milavon’ who ruled the ‘it



BbI5OP PABBIHS-/IHABOBHMY H3 HOBOIO 3TAMAMS, Y0~
YIEHOB CEMEN), BPAI UB HAPOJA HAYAIECTBOM HTJ].

M ~ BPAIH HAPOJIA" PXOTININ OCMOTP NEPE]
HAPREOTS! [ONSIMA. .

8 YJIATEPS, [JE OHH
1, [IPY OTKA3E HANPAB/ HA. HJIP TIHENBIE PUSHIECKUE
PABOTS! UITH CAKAIIN 8 LUIN30 34, 71PGBHHHOCTS " H MOPHIN [OROIOM Y 1.

Prison authorities select slave mistresses from newly arrived Family Members of Traitors of the Motherland.*
Sign on the wall reads: *Selection Board". The newspapers on the desk are: Izvestiyaand Pravda.

Women ‘enemics of the people’ appeared before the job assignment selection board naked. Those who caught
the eye of the board members were sent to in-house jobs in prison camps and became the board members’
concubines. If the women refused, they were assigned to lumbering or other hard labour, or locked up in isolation
cells (for ‘violations’), starved, etc.

* During the Great Purge (1936-1938), NKVD Order Number 00486 of 15th August 1937, allowed the wives and children of ‘encmics
of the people’ (Family Members of Traitors of the Motherland) to be imprisoned in labour camps. Those under fifteen years old were

placed in special orphanages for children of ‘enemics o the people’.
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OBbICK-,UMOH" [TPH5BIBIWESD 3TAMA 3AK/IIOYEHHHX...

B KAXJIOMHTII B TEYEHHE CY TOK [TPOH3BOJHIIHCH O6b/CKH -
HCKAJIH 3ATIPEIEHHOE, CYATAIIH 33K0B, Bb/5BJI55 PAK-
Tb/ [106ErA, CMEPTH, Y6HHNCTB...

Bign on the left reads: ‘Rights and Responsibilities of the Prisoner’; sign on the right reads: ‘The Gulag of the
Ministry of Internal Affairs of the USSR is the Educator of Pris[oners]"

‘I'he shmon” of the newly arrived...
‘I'iroughout the day, cach prison camp organised searches. The guards looked for illegal items, counted the

jtisoners, and established the facts of escape attempts, deaths and murders.

% tlimon ~ ‘search” in eriminal argot.
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HECMOTPS HAATICAWE YCI0BHS BT YSTATE U3 Hb BCE EBPASIA CBOE...JI0-
U BIHIENISTINCS, [TNCATH THCBMA, FIPHIHABASIHCS B JIHIBBA... [IOCSTE OCBO-
BOMTERNA WEHHINEE,PRETHSIN JIETEA...

Sign on the building reads: ‘Glory to the Communist Party of the Soviet Union!".

Despite the inferno that the Gulag was, life went on. People fell in love, wrote notes to cach other, confessed
their feelings. After they were released,” they got married and brought up children.

*Bvena freedom, it difficult to 3ulag, For some the long journey
home from their remote exiles was simply too daunting; for others too much time had clapsed, and they felt they couldn't rebuild their
“past’ lives ou thers found themselves in positions of power that they could never have achicved outside camp

circumstances ~ they might become ‘free workers’ or even guards; some were relcased but forbidden to leave,

%




Nacne Yxnsa M8C CLCP o7 06.0219471-8 KT/ [TAIAH3.
JMACTH( K TYIHOMY KOHTHHIEHTY):,B0PbL.LYRH N
JPTIHHRN. [TOCTTE REMHHNCTPAYAN HITI TSR A2-1 BRACTEH BIJIN, 1, BOPSI'N,CYRN,Y KOTOPbIX
PIIHHRH’ 5614 B IPHTECHENHON [IDNOMEHNH, B TOM YHLIIE H,BPAIH HRPOAA. ABTOPHTE THAIE

f, MPIEST, . 39K08, KOTOPSIE OTJABAITH WM YALTS

7 34 70,470 OHH OBEPETATHAXOT IPHIECHERMI €O

CTOPOHBI JP. IMHHCTPRYHS HTI TSR CTRBHAIA HAJ EPHIAJAMA
MYMHKOB' BPAATHPAMH Y[ POB ™Y ONIOBHNKOB IS OCYUECTBNEHNS SBEPCKOA SKCINIATAUM...

A bugor* gives orders to his muzhiks.!

After the Presidium of the Supreme Council decree of 6th July 1947, three large ‘suits’ (groups) of criminals
were formed: thieves, ‘bitches’, and muzhiks. The second echelon of power of the Gulag, underneath the
administration, were the thieves and ‘bitches’,# who oppressed the muzhiks. The ‘enemies of the people’ shared
the fate of the muzhiks. Authoritative criminals did not work. Muzhiks wrote off some of their daily work quota
in their favour, in exchange for protection from other criminals. The administration of the Gulag intentionally
appointed bugors as foremen of muzhik crews to facilitate the brutal exploitation of the latter.

* bugor —a ‘brigadier’. A prisoner (usually a eriminal ‘authority’), who was placed in charge of a brigade of workers by the administration.
They were responsible for their brigade’s work quota and were exempt from physical labour.

1 ymuzhit - a ‘peasant’, a low ranking thicf.

! bitches — criminals who had sided with the authorities, taking trusted positions in the camp to escape its rigours (see page 82)




IPHIYPRH - 4ACTb [IPHBHIE MPOBAHHBLX 33K0B...

e 7

B TIJIATE,, IPHRYPKANK " HASIBATHED 3IKH, BEITOSHABLINE BHYTPHXOIAHET-
BEHHBIE PABOTE 8 HTTI: NOBAPA, KYXOHHBIE PABOYHE, KNAJOBUHRY, IERTPHRA,
MOTOPHCTbL, RYBOBBIE, GARUINKH, Y50PUYHKY NOMELERHA H T T, JIPUTYPKY OCED-
BOXIANNCS OT O6UHX PABOT HA WAXTAX, IECI3AIOTOBKAX H 71 Okt GYEHS J10-
POMHIH MECTOM,TH. 370 NO3BOSISNO WM BbIHHTS 8 AICKHX YCAIOBHIX...

‘Fools’ - some of the privileged prisoners.

Pridurki’~ ‘Fools’ in the Gulag were prisoners who were employed in jobs within the prison camp: cooks, kitchen
workers, workers, icians, car

boiler servicemen, sauna workers, janitors, etc.
Fools’ were free from general labour in mines, lumbering, etc. They cherished their jobs, as they allowed them
to survive in otherwise unbearable conditions.

*This is derived from their *fooli s i

, rather than doing hard labour. Most were criminals, as they were
deemed to be ‘socially aceeptable’, unlike the ‘politicals” (after 1930 camp authorities were forbidden to give any administrative work
10 political prisoners).
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B TYIHTE 33K4~BPAMH HAPOJIA, HE BbIJIEPYAB H3YBEPCTBA
H CHIHIM, YIMEIUTIEHHO BPOCAITNCE B SAIPETHI 30/Y.

Benramneamy s 59 PRI TINIE 3
TEM EONSWE 570 SALERS..SPH) 39K08.1100
= 1, UENDBATS HIHIATS

u 7 THRWE ‘
IRER, XOPOWSID GTENTY, 05985, [IPEJIME TS 1. HAHANDES) S3KTS. 80£ 570

Having had enough torture and sadistic treatment in the Gulag, the ‘enemies of the people’ intentionally
entered the forbidden zone.*
Text on the wall reads: ‘The Gulag is the best correctional institution for criminals in the world.’ Minister of
Internal Affairs, L.P. Beria’.

In the Gulag, bugors, the foremen of the prisoner brigades made up of ‘enemies of the people’, were often urkas
- authoritative criminals. The crueller they were, the more it satisfied the prison administration. Urkas
exercised their power by making prisoners, under penalty of severe beating or death, ‘gobble the garnish’, ..
et human excrement, drink urine, perform oral sex, kiss and lick the ‘cornhole’, ic. the anus. Urkas also forced
them to work without days off for twelve to sixteen hours, took away parcels with food, daily rations, clothing,
footwear and personal possessions. The Gulag authorities ignored the prisoners’ complaints. Everything
happened with their consent. Those who complained were punished.

+ ‘First they disentangled Romashev from the wre.... When nothing more held the body, Shved and the warder held the body still for a
imoment, head down, and then let it drop, and we heard Romashev hit the ground with a sickening thud. A low hiss, half sigh
exclamation travelled through the compound. And then at once a dreadful din broke out - shouts, protests, hysterics almo:
s several cons — old Kolyma and Vorkuta hands — break down in tears. Torture and starvation had never managed to squeeze tears out
of men like this, but now they wept with mortification and impotent rage.” Anatoly Marchenko, My Testimony, 1969.




Bb/ﬁﬂ,l] 3/7 3[7/1’!/ /77.” Noj /(UI/BUEM IPT HCTOB-39K0B.B TOM YHLSIE H
SACNYKEHHBIX, JUI9 JAYM KOHIEPTA B MECTHOM TAEMHOM IOCEN-
KOBOM KITYBE.BO BPEMS KOHLIEPTA DXPAHA C OPYHHUEM N CIIYMES-
HOH COBAKOA PACIIONATANNCS HA CLEHE 34 KYTHCAMUN B SHVIE ..

Guards take convicted musicians, including Zasluzhenny Artists" outside the prison camp to give a concert in
a taiga village. Guards with guns and watchdogs were present during the concert — on the stage, behind the
stage and in the audience.

* Zashushenny Atist (also translated as Meritorious, Merited, Distinguished, or Honorary Artist) ~ was an honorary title in the Soviet
Union which was awarded for exceptional achicvements in the performing arts.
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[IDET KPEMOCTHAS AKTPHCANTII [ YJIAIA:-Paccns sars-
HAS, CTPAHA TIPEKPACHAS, C’HBE TCKHI KPAH MOS 3EMJIS...

= OTKYZA 3TA NEBHYKA? XOPOWO CTEPBA MOET...
=H3 JIEHHHI PABCKOIO TEATPA, 0 58:11 X K HBAHOBY TPOHX3IACHY WEHHBIX [IPHIHAJIH,
IPALSIOCH 3A HEE 115Tb 394EK OTJATH: TPH [IOPTHHUXH, BYXTANITEPLIY H ITOBAPHXY,
KOTOPAS HA BOJIE B PECTOPAHE PABOTAJIA, HO TEMEPb Y HAC ECTb CBOS APTHCTAA...

A slave singer of the Gulag prison camp sings: Russia is the land of freedom / Beautiful land / My land, the
Boviet land.

'Where’s she from? The bitch knows how to sing!”
'She’s from a theatre in Leningrad, doing time under Article 58.° Ivanov got three of them, all “Honoured Artists.”
1 had to give him five cons for her: three seamstresses, one accountant, and a cook — she worked in a restaurant

Out of prison. And now we have our very own singer.’

# Atticle 58 of the Penal Code of the Ry
ya , tres

an Sc \ul|cxlcrvlv\c%nnzh»lRe)x\vl)hceizalhlchruwr\ 1927, d
transport (
et Aticl 55 were knownias ‘politcal risanchy, thir sentencos vy
d without trial

oviet activitics

ol
Usually long (up to twenty-

ete. ct
5) and could be exten




BHYTPHIIATEPHAS BOAHA MEXTY, HIEAHBIMY BOPAMY
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B0POB.CYRAMA™ 1, BOPDBCRAX 3ARONOB, M HEWTY. o
BPAMGA. BHTI IS , KOIJA. HREAHBIX, BOPOB B
501 . ep,

HRYANACS
SAKOHE"H.CIK",

Internal warfare between ‘idealist, legitimate’ thieves, and traitor ‘bitch’ thieves.

After the Presidium of the Supreme Council decree of 6th July 1947, which introduced a punishment for theft
and robbery of twenty to twenty-five years imprisonment, the criminal world divided into two camps. In order
to survive in the Gulag, some of the ‘legitimate” thieves began to work. The prison administration introduced
a system of incentives for them, which was called ‘one for three’. It was possible for the prisoner to be
discharged after only a third of his imprisonment term had elapsed. The ‘idealist’, ‘legitimate’ thieves, who refused
to work (in accordance with their thieves’ code of honour), called the working thieves ‘bitches’ and traitors to
the code. Relentless warfare broke out between them. There were incidents in the history of the Gulag prison
camps when fifty or more prisoners were killed in fights’ between ‘legitimate” thieves and ‘bitches’. The Gulag
authorities did not take action against such fights.

* See page 198.
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BIYIAIE bATAPH-BOPSI B 3AKOHE “BbTH B [IPHBHITEI HPO-
BAKKHOM [TOSIOMERNHKAK COBPEMEHHBIE BIOPOKPATEI.

7

e g /: 22220
Yranosunkn BIYIAIE 55174 110 [T0NOMEHHKT HA TPHITOPS TKA BIE, BPA-
[OBHAPOJA. ABTOPHTETHIE HEOTHOR PATHO CYHMBIE BOPSI B SHKONE, RAK
[PABHAIO,HE PABOTANIN, METIKHE BOPI-, LIECTEPKH BbLIN 4 HIX B YCNSHE -
HI, A 33K N B6ITOBUKN -, BOPOBERHE MYMHRH, OTJABANH IPOUEHTE! B6IPA-
BATKH. SroBBHHRA TOMOTAIN YHHYTOMATS . BPATIB HAPOTA BTN /YIHIA...

‘Legitimate’ thieves in the Gulag were as privileged as modern-day bureaucrats.

Criminal prisoners” in the Gulag ranked three times higher than the ‘enemies of the people’. Authoritative or
‘legitimate’ thieves with numerous previous convictions usually did not work. They had shesterkast (underlings
or minions) working for them. The muzhiks wrote off some of their daily work quota in favour of the authoritative
thieves. Criminals helped eradicate the ‘enemies of the people’ in the Gulag prison camps.

shows the fattoos tht the Is used to display thei d hist
. there wasn't a clear spot on his whole face.

* Here Baldaey clea
ginst the authori
‘ “Millor
ek a hand had been tattooed in black ink. It was gripping his throat

ing on his adam’s apple, was labelled KGB." Anatoly Marchenko, My Testimony, 1969.
sixes’. The six s the lowest card in a standard Russian thirty-six card deck.

re suffering because of him”. Under his eyes was:




-Kyga./1my TIHELWS, KOHTPA! YEPE3 HEJE/IHI 1964, ,ﬂ/lﬂ/b /7/:'M5’£ﬂ/£ IEKAPCTBO /74/7
[TIABHEIM CIIEYHATINCTOM B BOISHAYAX W] 5L/ MEJIEPAT N3 3/K.ECIH OH BbUT 13
BBITOBHKOB, TO CHABMA SEKAPCTBANH H IPOT K TAMH YIONOBHAKOB-5ATIOBAKABIX JETEA
KPACHOIO KPEMAS, A,BPATH HAPOJA" WHTEIVIHIEN TSI, PAEOYHE N TJLbLIH OBFENERS)

Signs on the wall read (left to right): ‘Do not spit on the floor!", graffiti added underneath: ‘But spit on the
Communist Party!"; 'Wash your hands before you eat!"; ‘Brush your teeth!". The patient in the nearest bed holds
a copy of the newspaper ‘Pravda’.

‘Keep your paws to yourself, counter-revolutionary! You're going to kick the bucket in a week anyway, 50 you
don't need medicine.”

I'he chief medical specialist in prison camp hospitals was a nurse, who was also a prisoner. If he was one of
e bytoviks," he brought medicine and food to other criminals, the spoiled children of the Red Kremlin. The
{enemies of the people’ — the intelligentsia, workers, etc. — were deprived of such ‘luxuries’.

* bytovik — a criminal prisoner. An inmate who has been sentenced for a criminal act (murder for example), but s not a prof
Sriminal and doesn't actually belong to the ‘true’ eriminal world.



AeBYUWKH H )XEHILHHbI HEe HMEeHTe NONoBbI
CBA3€H C JIeCBHAHKaMH-BaC Ay

5//‘/EM WEHCKUX ITI-HTH [SIAIA-SH TTK- yﬂ&/fﬂﬂﬁP[Mffl/fofo

IATY ABAAKITCS, KOBJI6I-AK THBHBIE MOKEGTOHAIE IECEH-
STHIH M3-3A KOTOPBIX /IPOHCXOFST CCOPSIH JPAKH MEWTY [TAC-
CHBHbIMH JIECEHTHKAMA...

Textat the top reads: ‘Girls and women, do not engage in sexual affairs with lesbians! Someone is waiting
for you at home'.

The scourge of women's camps in the Gulag system, as well as modern-day prisons, were koblas — active,
masculine lesbians. They were the cause of skirmishes and fights between passive lesbians.
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HOYHOA DBBICK: LIMOH B WEHCKOM BAPAKE HTY [SYIAIA C UETBI H3BSTAA

Y BOPOBOK H X KOIUTbI- K YEK HAPKOTHKOB, KOMCER, DITACHBIX bPHTE, LIMPT
HOro, MIOPHOTPAPHA H T TAKNE OBbICKH B YIIE TPOBUJNINCS PET ISP
HO B MEHCKYX M MYMCKHX SOHAX.

A night search in a women’s barrack of the Gulag in order to confiscate d
pornographic materials, ete. from female thieves and their zhuchkas.” Such se:

fmen's and women’s prisons of the Gulag.

* shuchkas - small dog or mongrel; the name given to female accomplices.



Death




TPHOMAX ITAPOX0AA-B OXOTCKOE MOPE [1PH STAITE C MATE-
PHUKA B BYXTY HATAEBO-IOR MATAZAH...

Throwing prisoners bodies overboard. They either died or were killed in ship’s holds" during deportation from
the mainland to Nagaevo Bay in Magadan, in the Sea of Okhotsk.

* Hoses were often used by the guards to control their human cargo. In Kolya Tales Varlam Shalamov recalls how on 5th December
1947, this method was employed to put a stop to 3,000 conviets who, during their journcy to Magadan, had mutinied aboard the
steamship Kinn. At 40° C below freezing, those that didn't die suffered third- and fourth-degree frostbite.

%0



Yeannart KapasAw. C6POC TPY/TOB 3/K B CTBOJI CTAPOALIAX-
TBI. TAKUX,, MOTUITBHHKOB” HA HEOBDSITHAIX [IPOCTOPAXI SJIAIA
bbL/TH COTHA.H 370 JO CHX [10P . JOCTAAHA" KOMMYHHCTOB . ..

Urallag-Karabash. Bodies of dead prisoners being dumped into a shaft of an old mine. There were hundreds
of such ‘sepulchres’ (tomb or burial vaults) throughout the limitless territories of the Gulag. This fact is still
fegarded as ‘top secret” by the Communists.”

Al y > August 1991, realising
At the end of the regime was imminent, the sceurity forces of the KGB and MVD attempted to destroy incriminating cvidence held

i1 their archive.

o



yﬁﬂﬂﬂﬁ’ﬁ TPYI708, BPAL 0/3’ HAPOTA "B .. AMMOFATIBHAR ..

ﬂMMOI/ﬂﬂbh’”A’/f—97 a 5/1b/, Oﬁﬁﬂiﬂﬁﬂﬂllblf 5 BEYHON MfFiﬂﬂ-
7' E [TYTEM [TPHMEHEHHS B3PbIBYATIN. JNHANHTA, TONYONA
W AMMOHANA, BMECTHMOLTEH OF JECATRA JOLOTEH TPIIIGB.

Dumping of the corpses of ‘enemies of the people’ in an ammonalnik.

Ammonalniks were pits made in the permafrost using dynamite, TN, or ammonal explosives. They
iiccommodated tens or hundreds of thousands of dead bodies.”

Jl tuffd fllwith undecaying corpses from 1938 was liding down the sice ofthehill, reveling th secet o Kolym.
i1 who died in Kolyma, ll those who were shot, beaten to death, sucked dry by starvation, can still be recog
Johrs, There were no gas furnaces in Kolyma. The corpses wait in stone, in the permafrost.’ Varlam Shalamoy,



BHTIITA mocre OYEPETIHOA YKITATKN TPY/108-
I ﬂyb'ﬂPE/I,,)/{MyP/f/(OB "B UTABEJIA Y KAHJES".

7
39K0807 HER N 7£PPOPA,
Trypoca. .wmm, 7.0 HACTYNRENHEN BECHS!
£3 0T 8, 2 0 2
Z , KOTOPSIFHE. e

The Gulag Corrective Prison Camp after stacking corpses ‘dubars', ‘zhmuriks' by the kandey.
Text on the building reads: *Kandey. Long Live Communism and Death to Its Enemies!’.

In the northern prison camps of the Gulag system — Krasnoyarsk Region, Komi ASSR, Kolyma and others —
many prisoners died from hard work, malnourishment, disease and inhumane treatment. Because burying them
was problematic, the bodies were stacked like logs. When spring came, the bodies were buried naked in
ammonalniks, sunk in swamps, or burned. The kandey is a slang word for the isolation cell. Barns or tents were
sometimes used as isolation cells. They were unheated even when the temperatures outside fell as low as 30°
10 60° C below freezing.

* dubars, shmriks ~various slang terms for the dead (eg: ‘Sff’).
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Ornraskg, )mypm(aa”ﬂﬂ TIOCENTEHHE B CEBEPHBIN JIENOBH -
bl OKEAH - YTOIIEHHE SAMOPOMEHHIX TPYIOB 3AKIIFI-
YEHHBIX [IPOPYEH CHEMPCKOH PEKY.

1iffs’ being sent to a ‘settlement’ in the Arctic Ocean. The frozen corpses of prisoners are disposed of
through a hole in the ice of a Siberian river.



" { o=
MKOSBIMCKHI KPAG - YCBHTIT (YPRBAEHNE CEBEPO-BOCTOYH
, KOMITOCTHPOBAHNE MO3I0B (YEPENYIIEK) " [IPOIIbIPSBIING
OCTPHEM JIOMA YEPEIOB TPYII0B 3AK/IHOYERHBIX TIEPEL B5IB0M
KOBISJIAIA, HET TEX NIPECTYIIEHMY, ABAHTIOP, [OJI0CTH,

Text on signs (left to right) reads: ‘Rights and Responsibilities of the Prisoner’; ‘Fuel Warehouse'; ‘Checkpoint |
No.2'; ‘Forward, ism!”; ‘Glory to the ist Party!’; ‘To Freedom with a Clear Conscience!”. i
Portraits at the gate: Karl Marx (left) and Vladimir Lenin (right).

‘Brain (skull) punching.’ Holes were made in the skulls of (dead) prisoners with a special hammer (a ‘puncher’)
or the pointed end of a crowbar, before they were taken out of the camp to be buried. According to political
prisoners of the Gulag, party bureaucrats would stop at no crime, infamous deed, abomination, or lie."t

* Baldaev is incredulous about this procedure, which was undertaken not o ensure that the vietims were dead (this was already
obvious), but because the ion wanted them ‘double dead’ - an bsurd act.
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UBHTE/IbHO - TPYZOBbIX SIATEPEH HA IPABAX ITIABKA) I'YJTATA.
LUNASIbHBIM TIPOEOAHNKOM - KOMIOC TEPOM "(MOJIOTKOM) HiTH
J0HbI HTT] 1715 SAXOPOHEHHNS. 10 MHEHHID BbIBWHX J10/THT33-
PET] KOTOPBIMH MO bl OCTAHOBHTHCS TAPTOKPATS...

inth

1, an NKVD offi

ed, the procedure for
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Hard Labour




MEHIHHBI ZBPATHY HAPOJA” OTPABATHIBAIT BIATEPE -
CBOHI ,BHHY" IEPEJ NTAPTHEH Y COBETCHUM HAPOHONM..

Women ‘enemics of the people’ work off their ‘guilt’ before the Communist Party and the Soviet People in the
prison camp.
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e & 7
KoMMYHHCTEI- FPBIE BPAH CBOBOAbI, JEMOKPATHH, BCEI O YE-
JIOBEYECTBA YMEPTBHIIH B SACTEHKAX HABJ-MIB /1B [YJHTE
MUSIHOHB! KEHLIMH-KSTAYEK,, BPAIOB HAPOFA'H YCHP 10~
JIG70M, XOSIOH0M, 5ASIESHAMA H PAECKAM TPYHOM...

Communists were vehement enemics of freedom, democracy and all humanity. In the prisons of the NKVD-
MGB and the Gulag, they were responsible for the deaths of millions of women, kulachkas," ‘enemies of the
people’ and Family Members of Traitors of the Motherland, from starvation, cold, disease and slave labour.

* kulachka - the wife of kulak (sce page 102).
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Yacro /I/’}IEA/BII///E HACEBEP 3741761 39K0B H3-37 OTCYTETBHS 54P/9/Y0ﬁ
B MOPG3b190-50° SATOHS/IN HA HOYb B MBI, A JHEM OHY CTPONIYN J757
CEBS HOBBIN HTH. W3 TEICSTYH , BPAIOB HAPOIA “H , KISIAKOB “B TRAHY
YCSOBHSX 0 TEIINIA BLINHBAIIO HE BONIEE 250 YESIOBE,

‘Enemies of the people’ were kept in deep pits.

Offten, convicts who had just arrived in the north were kept in pits for the night, because there were not enough
barracks available. The temperature outside was 40° to 50° C below freezing. During the day, they built new
ITL” barracks for themselves. In these conditions, out of every thousand ‘enemies of the people’ and kulaks,
no more than two hundred and fifty survived to see the warmer scasons.t

S TL: Ispraviten
¥ A huak iter

udovoi Lager ~ lterally ‘Corrective Labour Camp'.
Russian) was a peasant wealthy enough to own a farm and hire labour. The kulaks tried to resist Stalin's
sollct were arrested, exiled, or killed.

Int

roads, industrial complexes and cities around them; they manned the

early thirtics labour camps spread over the territory of the USSR, especially the aretic regions. The prisoncrs built railways,
ruction works and coal, lead, and gold mines, as well as the
development of whole regions, like the gold-rich frigid Kolyma. The worst lot was that of forced:-labour pioncers sent to set up brand
new camps and work sites: they did not even have minimal accommaodations until they had built them themsclves. The mortality rate
on such new projects was much higher than in veteran camp sites.” Lcona Toker, Return from the Archipelago, 2000.
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" )HEHAM,CECTPAM M JJOYEPSM BPAOB HAPOLA B
; fyﬂ/lffﬂpﬂﬁfBb/ﬂoﬂﬁfﬂﬂﬂﬁapr/yMMﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂf/c.

Ay, c94rm, BCE Mo MECTAM! [YCTS TOF6IXAET, CAPIA BHHOBATH!
(B9NATE HIKAKOH TEXHUKH BESONACHOCTH HE 660 W BITOMAHE.
TPH YBEYLE B TAATE, HAWAXTAX H JPYTHX PABOTAX 3IKAIM HE OKA-
38/BANIOCS [10YTH HAKAKOH MEJITOMOUH. CITHEATS TESQ PEAKY HITH
05Y8b 56110 BOJIOKHTHEE,YEM YMEPIELD NITH YEHTOLD 3IKA...)

In the Gulag, if the wives, sisters and daughters of the ‘enemies of the people’ did not meet their daily quotas,
their rations were curtailed.

‘Back to work, bitches! Let her lie there and die. It's her own fault.”

“There was no workplace safety to speak of in the Gulag. If a prisoner was injured in the taiga, at the mines, or
other workplaces, almost no medical

¢ was provided. It was easicr to account for a prisoner who had died
of ‘natural causes’ or injuries, than it was to account for an item of elothing (such as a jacket) or footwear.
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JMOBTOPHARY- SECITPABHBIE AL/ SPOJIHBOV, SBEPCKOA
RATOPHHOH CHETEMBL, CTANHHCKOID PALHMA B CLLL

Ly

L7996 10 1953104618 0nEPYACTH(, XUTPIA ROMAK,, KMOBCKAS") HTTT
TYJTAIA BbI36IBATHCS BPATH HAPOTA, OCYHJEHHBIE 10 CT.58 YK PLPLP B
7936-19407 0JAX, JAIF O3HAKOMITERHS 1 IUHOK POCITHCH B ERAHKAX 05
ABTOMATHHECKOM [IPOANEHHH CPOKA SARMIGYENT HA 5 JIET 6E3 CYTA,
TAK 0SBNIINCS MURTHOHE! 33K0B lIOBTOPHHKIB. .

Povtorniks* were the slaves of the ugly, bestial system of hard labour of ‘Stalin’s Fascism’ in the USSR.

During the period 1946 to 1953, the ‘enemies of the people’ who had been sentenced under Article 58 (of the
Penal Code of the Russian SFSR) between 1936 and 1940, were called into the Operative Headquarters (the
‘sneaky house’ or ‘favouritism room,” as it was also called) of the Gulag prisons. They were made to read and
sign papers that automatically extended their sentence for five more years without trial. This practise created
millions of povtorniks.

* Povtorniks ~ taken from the word povior, ‘repeat” (the prison term).
1 See page 81.
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PA3BOJ] 39K0B HAPABOTY,IJE JOJIKHBL,IPHCYTCTBOBATS YMEPUNE HOYH)
BBAPAKAX N 6OSIBHBIE C TEMNEPATYPOY], 38-33:. [IAH-AIIOB0H UEHOA...

~OTPAIbI,CTPONCS! B3THCS NOJ PYKH! JIPENYNPEMJAL,- LA BNIEBD, WIAT
BIIPABO CYATAOTCS /IOBEI OMA KOHBOA NIPHMEHSET OPYMHE 5E3 [IPELY-
NIPEMTEHNS! OPKECTP-MAPLI! [IEPBAS NATEPKA-BIIEPERIHAPS MK KO MHE ..

Prisoner job assignment routine. Everybody must be ‘present’ during the roll call, including the prisoners who
died in the barracks the previous night, and the sick with temperatures of 38° to 39° C. The government plan
must be fulfilled at any price.

rigades, fall in! Link arms! If you make a step to the left or to the right, it wi

onsidered an attempt to
¢, and the guards will shoot to kill without warning. Band, begin to play! First five-man brigade, march!
Assigner, approach me!’




J0Lacrraiika I'Y/14Ma MBI CCCP. TPAME0B)
JEPEBSIHHBIM KATKOM M3 JJOCOK, /10145 YAC.

ErnnETCKYH ﬂﬂPﬂMMﬂy XEOﬂE‘H OTRENAN0 2T
JIE3HOV JOPOTH B CEBEPHON TYHLOPE, HO METOZ
MU - PRECKHUI TOJHEBOJIbHBIN TPYT], YHECLHY

Construction site No. 501 of the Gulag of the MVD of the USSR. Prisoners ramming soil for laying down
rails and ties with a roller made from wooden boards. The hollow part of the roller is filled with rocks to
increase its weight.

The Egyptian Cheops pyramid and Stalin's absurd ‘railroad of death’” in the northern tundra are over two
thousand years apart. But the methods and t

ques of construction remained the same: slave labour that
cost the lives of tens of thousands of the ‘enemies of the people’.
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KAMH TPYHTA JJ15 YKITATKH PESIBCOB H UITTAST
[OPOI 0 HAIMTONHSI/IACH /151 BECA KAMHSIMA...




Re-education




i

YTEHHE COYOBFSATENBCTEAB HTT] [ITAIA.ST0 OTHHH3 MHTTHX ABCYPLOB
KOMMYIHNCTHYECKOH WEEOOrMA-COUNANTHETHYECKDE COPEBHOBAKME MEXTY
BPATARANN A OTPSZAMH BOPOB, [PABHTEIIEN, HACHITS HAKOB H Y5HIY...

Writing on the placard: ‘Only through honest labour will you gain the right to be paroled”.The paper in the hands
of the guard reads: ‘Socialist Self-Obligations'.

Th of socialist self-obligations in the Gulag prison camp. This is one of the many absurd aspects

of the Communist ideology - a socialist competition? between the workers’ brigades composed of thieves, robbers,
rapists and murderers.

* *Socialist self-obl s ; but in hey were expected of the workforce. The results of these declarations were
supposed to exceed the production plan set by the government

T Social ¢ I between indi ises. Teams
of each other goods, transport more people, save more resources, ., with prizes awarded
10 the winners. However, the formalism that that the results ified or judged on quantity

rather than quality.
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Ila/m T3AHATHS C yfﬂ/]ﬂBﬁﬂl(ﬂMﬂ B HT] TIAMA ME/? LZZ’P
~3AK/IHIHEHHbI HBAHOB, PACCKAXHTE [10 TEME /IPOLTIX SAHA THA
05 ANPETIBCKHX TE3HCAX- 1IP0I PAMME OKTF5PbLKON PEBO/IOLYIMN...
=5 YT0-T0 [U10X0 [IOMHAD, [PAMTIAHHH EASATHAK... A ITOKAMETCSH,
0 TOM JISICEHBKOM, KAPTABE b KON, KATOPbIH B JIMTEPE HA BAHY
YT0-T0 C 5POHEBHYKA XPHOKHYJSI?..

Political Information classes in the Gulag prison camp.
“Prisoner Ivanov, tell us again what you learned in the previous lesson about the April Theses” — the programme
of the October Revolution.”

‘I'm not sure I remember it right, chief. Was it about that bald guy with a burr! that shouted out something
{rom an armoured vehicle at the train station in Leningrad?”

* The April Theses were  serics of dircctives by Viadimis Lenin given (o the Bolshesiks when he returned to Perograd from his exile
czerland on the night of 16th April 1917. (They were originally rejected by the Bolsheviks.) The full theses text was later published
ewspaper Pravda.

risoner is making  reference to Lenin's specch impediment.

the imp inal inmates (the tattooed hands show that this inmate is
). The authorities believed that it was not worth trying to re-cducate the ‘socially dangerous’
efforts on the *socially close” thieves-in-law: 4 1940 NKVD dircctive on the cultural-
“ducational work of the camps stated explicitly that those who had committed counter-revolutionary crimes were not s tangets
{or re-cducation. In camp theatrical productions, they were allowed to play musical instruments, but not to speak o sing.’ Anne
Applebaum, Gulag: A History, 2003.
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PA3OBOP 33K0B 0, COL3AKOHHOCTH'B COBETCKOM COMISE...

CCCP-cAMOE AEMOKPATHYECKOE H
M MHPE

i

~[PAMTIARHH IIPOKYPOR, BOT MHE JATH 5 TIET 34 5 MEWKA, KOMbHKOP~
MOB, KOTOPbIX HET BIIPOIAME, A7 XOTEN BLIPACTHTS IOPOGEHNA, A ITA.
TIAPTHAHAS MA' PHAN3 KITCC BOPYET MUSTHOHAMA, GEPET B3TTHA H
0T 3TOF0., HEZYIA'TIEINTCSA B CAHATOPATX HHE CHIHT, KAK 5,BSIAEPE...

A conversation about ‘social justice’ in the Soviet Union...
The placard on the wall reads: ‘The USSR is the Most Democratic Country in the World, where the Rule of
Law Reigns’.”

‘Comrade Public Prosecutor, I was given five years in prison for stealing three bags of mixed fodder. You can’t
buy it in a store and I had a pig to feed. Now, this mob in the Communist Party steals millions, takes bribes,
and is treated for this “illness” in resorts and sanatoriums. And unlike me, it doesn’t do time in the camps.’

* A political slogan from the Gorbachev era.
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QINH 13 BHIJOB 1IPOFPHTIAKTHRY B HTT] T 4THIA...
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Gl - =% e
TIN5 YCTPALIEHNS 33KOB L YETIBIO
PABCKOLO TPYJA,Y KT HTTT /9S4 A KNIATIH PACCTPENTHHBIX 110 IPHI OBOPY JIAIEPHOY TPOHKA.
KOKHBO 1POBOJNIT EPHI b1, BPAOB HAPOZA "H3 30151 HA PAEOTS! MHMO ITHX TPY/I08,
KOTOPBIE HE YEHPRINES 110 HECKOIERO JHE

One kind of preventative measure in the Gulag.

The signs on the building read: ‘Back to Freedom with a Clear Conscience!’; ‘Long Live the VKP(b)!*';
‘Checkpoint No.3'. The signs on the dead bodies read: ‘For breaching internal prison regulations’; ‘For
attempted prison revolt’; ‘For the refusal to wlorkl".

‘Il deter prisoners, strengthen discipline and increase the output of slave labour, the bodies of prisoners exccuted
by the troikat were laid down in rows by a checkpoint. The guards led the units of the ‘enemies of the people’
past the corpses when the prisoncrs marched to and from work. The corpses were not removed for days.

*Siee page 19.
1 The NKVD 7

ikas (triumyirate), consisted of three people: the Head of the local NKVD subdivision, the Secretary of the Regional
the Public Prosccutor. They i againstanti-Soviet clements
between 1937 and 1935
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Children




,JIA3JIPABCTBYET COLMUANNC

bvnHu rYNnAra

BXEHCKOM JIATEPE LMAMD! ‘IEA" ﬂfﬂl 33‘/[/6, BPAIOB HAPOJA'H It 0//175/‘///[/ COJEPHASINCS BMEC]
TINTARNS POCTTH PAXV PH3BATHEM, 3ATEM JETH OTEHPA)
T10CTIE PEKBH3NYMH IE 71 5/7 PbMﬂ/”f TEPAJIN COH, BLAKNI MHTEPEC K MHU3HH, [I0NIATAJIH B 1

The Daily Life of the Gulag. ‘Long Live the Socialist Gulag - A Big Step Toward Communism!’ Minister of
Internal Affairs, L.P. Beria.

Inawomen'’s prison camp for ‘mummies’, the children of both ‘enemies of the people’ and ordinary criminals,
were held together with their mothers until they were aged between two to five (at the discretion of the
administration). Because no children's food was available to them, they grew very weak - their growth was stunted,
and they suffered from ricket

They were then taken away and put in special orphanages and technical !
schools. After they were deprived of their children many inmate mothers, slaves of the Gulag camps, sobbed |
continually, developed insomnia and lost interest in living. They ended up in prison psychiatric institutions. !
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W, ﬂﬂ! -5 JIET (BCE 3ABHCETID OT [IPOH3BOSIA ATMHHNCTPALNH). H3-38 OTCYTCTBHS, JETCKOro
IHCH B CITELHANBHBIE JETCKHE JOMA N, NITY.MHOrVE 33YK1-MATEPH, PABSIHY HTTI-HTK IYIAI% A,
WEHXHATPHIECKHIE BOSTBHILYB!

the children up in the mornings. They would of their dkicks... pushing
the children with their fists and swearing at them roughly, they took off their night-cloth washed them in icc-cold water. The babics
didn't even dare cry. They made little sniffing noises like old men and let out low hoots. This awful hooting noise would come from the
ots for days at a time. Children already old enough to be sitting up or crawling would lie on their backs, their knees pressed to their
stomachs, making these strange noises, like the muffled cooing of pigeons... Little Eleonora, who was now fifteen months old.
\opped reaching out for me when I visited her; she would turn away in silence. On the last day of her lifc, when I picked her up (they
Al me to breast-feed her) she stared wide-cyed somevihere of nto the distanc, then sared 1o beat her weak e fsts on my
fice, clawing at my breast and bitin her bed. I 1 bundle of firewood,
licr cot was empty. I fo ses of the adult * Hava Volovieh, Till My Tale s Told:
Women's Memoirs of the Gulag, 2001, (ud:lcd \» Simeon Vilensky).

* saw the nurses g




HACHTIbCTBEHHAS PEKBHINLINS JETEA, IATEPHBIX SAMOPSILEH -
LCTASIMHCKHX BHYKOB-334KOB” Y MEHLMH-SAKIIFDYEHHBIX B HTJT
TIJIAIA JU15, MAMOYER, T.K, 399KH, 170 MEERAI HAYANTBLTBA, OT-
BEKARIT MATEPEN OT BOITONKHERAS TPYZJOBSIX HOPM H 34JAHNS

[ocnnana CCCP s MB...

Forced requisition of prisoners’ sickly children, ‘Stalin’s grandchildren-inmates’, as they were often called, from
their imprisoned mothers in the Gulag prison camp for ‘mummies’. The authorities believed that children
distracted their mothers from meeting the labour quotas and prevented them from fulfilling the tasks of the
Gosplan* of the USSR for the MVD.

* Gosplan - the State Comittee for Planning, was established in 1921 to direct cconomic recovers. Its main task was to draw up the
Five Year Plans to enable the rapid industrialisation of the Sovict Union.
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.9/'P/7MM 1YTEBKAKIICL B, cqﬂcmﬂﬁofﬂﬂcmo

B 03}73/4 C NEPEMOJ/IHEHHEM JETCKHX JJOMOB ‘/[’//P B 7938-39r1
JETH.BPAIOB HAPOZA",/IYCKAJIHCL B PACXOA" B [OPOIAX:
TOMCKE, MAPUNHCKE 1 ET/l/ﬂMﬂHUBD/(DM B [H30 ,bAMIIATA,
T.K. CYNTAIIOCH, C JOCTHHEHUEM COBEPUWEHHOTIETHS, OHHU
BYJYT ONACHBIMH JIIA CHIECTBYHIULEN CHCTEMbI BJACTH.

Nine grammes® - a ticket to a *happy childhood', courtesy of the Communist Party.

Because the orphanages for the Family Members of Traitors of the Motherland were full, in 1938 and 1939 the
en of the ‘enemies of the people’ were killed in Tomsk, Mariinsk and Shimanovskaya train station in the
T21Z0t BAMLag? isolation cell. It was thought that upon coming of age, they would pose a scrious threat to

the existing authorities.

* Nine grammes — the weight of a bullet.
ekl Ipolzovanniya Zavodskikh Otklodov Recycling and Waste Disposal Facilt.

for the Baikal-A

during the period 193210 1945,



Hunger




Vi S
~34! ’ﬂ/ﬂ/fi/’b/ PHIIOHSI, JIOXOASH-PATb IOAAHO!. i 33,
HAXORWIN , [NTAHANE HA [IOMOAIKE... KOMMIHHCTAM TAK # HE YTAMOCH ,PACYENOBEYHTS' B [YIAIE
CBALIERHNKOB, GLIBIUNX JIBOPAK, LAPCKHMX OPHIEPOB, YUHOBHHKOB, A TAKIKE HCTHHHSIX BbICOKOKYITb~
TYPHBIX HHTEJUTHTEHTOB, PASOYHX M KPECTbSH C CHIILHOM BOJIEH H [IY60KO BEPYIOUIMX B BOTA...

Sign on the building reads: ‘Canteen’.

‘Hey, jackals, slackers and goners!” Dinner is served.”

Weak-willed prisoners, mad from hunger, ate rubbish. But Communists in the Gulag never managed to
dehumanise priests, the former nobility, czarist officers, officials and functionaries, the truly cultured
intelligentsia and strong-willed, pious workers and peasants.

¢ Those prisoners on the verge of death theough stavaton were rfered (0 as (loklm(/)agl ‘goners’. Emaciated, apathetic and
I for. that caused their acute hunger
dc\l with the ruthiesly - a they grew weaker they were unable o et the wurkmg ot e theiteionas redied wsartingly
“The word dokhodyaga [goner], is derived from the verb dokhodit which means to arrive or reach... At first I could not see the
connection, but it was explained to me: the dokhodyagi were ‘arrivists’, those who had arrived at socialism, were the finished type of
itizen in the socialist society.’ Viadimir Petcov, It Happens In Russia: Seven Years Forced Labour in the Siberian Goldfields, 1951.
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YroSHAYHT 105 YEOBERA, mmﬁw |PABOTAJI HA MOPOSE BECH, ﬂ[h’b G /IﬂX//EEK}iHIIﬂﬂ/(lXIIEEI Jﬂﬂﬂ’mmllb/mm
39K S0J1E,H KAK PESYIISTAT-ONYXAHHE, SHPKA
HAHOTEHKAATENE HTI... l'lll CII0BAM Y3HHKOB, BT YIATE BBII0 XIMEYEN, E/IIT[PIXH/'”T/IE/W

Text on the banner reads: ‘Forward, to Communism!"; text on the bulletin board reads: 'Fire Safety Rules of
the Prison Camp'.The graffiti reads (top to bottom): ‘Death to Coppers!’; ‘S.0.S."; ‘Hello to Goners from the
Next World’; ‘White Swan'; ‘Perm to Cons'.

What is a bowl of soup and 300 grams of bread to a man who has worked in frigid temperatures all day? To deceive
and calm their empty stomachs, prisoners boiled their rationed bread in salted water. The result? Swelling, a
{ag on the foot and then the prison graveyard.... According to its prisoners, the Gulag was worse than Hitler's
concentration camps.”

¢ somewhere and for several days had collected up paper. When cverything was

ne cell the cons had... got hold of a razor bl
Jy they ench cut a piece of flesh from their bodi y
{to one bowl, the flesh was thrown in, a small fire was made from the paper and some books and then they started to half-fry, hal(-
Atew their feast, When the wardens noticed that d burst into the cell the stew was still not cooked and the cons,
fn i ibbed th from the their mouths.” Anatoly Marchenko,
iy Testimony, 1969




MEHB, CECTPBI H JIOYEPH,BPAOB HAPOJA B HTNI
V771 ///(EJ,, £’0IIDBEI/A’0//B//ﬂ&’f////ﬂﬂ[l00ﬁ/07’ﬁ£...

~Jokrar si /.
mwm/.mfm/mau “HCIONS308A TN HA CAVIBIX TANENBIX.

YPHOLHX HEHYIH TPONCXOTIN0 BEIDATARINE AT
omorcn TE.LONOTON.)

Wives, sisters, and daughters of the ‘enemies of the people’ undergoing a medical examination in the
Corrective Labour Camp of the Gulag system, the ‘Solovki Authorities’.

Sign on the left reads: ‘Women are a great power! J. Stalin’; sign on the right reads: ‘He who does not work,
neither shall he eat.* V. I. Lenin’.

‘Doctor, these cons didn’t meet their labour quota. Prescribe them the VLCD!"
In corrective labour camps, female ‘enemies of the people’ were given the hardest jobs — digging the carth and
Jumbering. Many suffered from prolapse of the uterus from overstrain and starvation. Ailing and weak women
were starved to death, which was referred to as ‘going on the VLCD' (Very Low Calorie Diet).

.. purge ictims faced i ger, overwork and neglect. About haf thei bread
ibout day); the rest came from trash soup (balanda) cooked 15 of pota .

And fats; sometimes they would also get a few spoonfuls of lean porridge. The portions of cooked foods were usually shrunk by theft;
{he bread rations were cut and the porridge denied if the prisoner did not meet the production quotas. Few could possibly meet the
led, able-bodied labourers: as the prisoners got less food, they had even less strength to
Ekart 1954)." Leona Toker, Return from the Archipelago, 2000

(uotas since these were too high even f

Work and thus entered a “vicious spiral
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The Power of the Criminals




‘7 bl KDH TPA, 3/77 Kin XﬂEﬁﬂllb/MK 7 55/10‘//15/7// /7/7/7b7' YXAH, /Iﬂﬂyl.’ﬂ/l-
D)I(I(I/ PYMBIHK, W, WAPPHIIKY H KOXPTY!OTKAYA/IA CBOK [IPABA B YHH-
CTEPTE CBONM TYLEHTAM HA KAPHTPE... OrPABJTEHNE Y1 O/IOBHH-
KAMH 33K0B;BPATOB HAPOIA B TYJIAIE, OTEHPAHHE IAEK M IOCHUT-
OK Bb/I0 OBSI9HbIM

‘Shut your mouth, counter-revolutionary! Take off your coat, boots, scarf and jacket. Rights-rubbish! You tell
that to your students in your university.’
Robbing ‘enemies of the people’ of their clothes, rations and parcels by criminals in the Gulag was commonplace.
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~JIEBKH, MOYHTE 3TY KOHTPY-MUJOBKY, Y7055/ XBOCTA HE [TOFHHNA-
JIAL... H3BHEHHS,CATIH3M, YEHACTBA, 3BEPHHBIA PACHCTCKHA AHTAIO-
HU3M B TYIATE JOCTHITIN BCEX BEPWIIH. BOPDBKY B 3AKOHE zMA-
XAHIWNY WX [TOJIPYYHBIE ;I SKH BBLTH XO3FHKAMA B XKEHCKHMX JIA-
[EPSX M HAXGIHITUCH B [IPHBHIIE THPOBAHHOM [TOSIOMEHMA. ..

Words on the bucket read: ‘Barrack No.6. Brigade No.12".

‘Girls! Beat up this yid counter-revolutionary, so she keeps her tail down!”
The Gulag witnessed the most extreme forms of beating, sadism, murder and savage racial antagonism.
Makhanshas (female ‘legitimate’ thieves), and zhuchkas (their accomplices), were the highest, most privileged

Ciste in women’s prison camps.



HAMAIEHNE Yro/IOBHHKOB HA 33K0B MHOCTPAHLIER -
KOMMYHHCTOB, [IPHBELIBUMX B CCCP TOMOYb B CTPOH-
;_ zjllbﬂ TBE COYHATTNIMA 1 3ATEM NT0TABWHX B HTT]

AlA...

Criminals assaulting foreign Communist prisoners who had come to the USSR to help build socialism, and
were then imprisoned in Gulag camps.
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JI0 YKRAIKE PAEOTHUKOB HKB] ikt HTTT T4 A 9T 07108 HHKH
COBEPLIATTH ARTS MYWERDIECTBA HAJ,BPAIAMH HAPOJA...

2

LS {/ Sl
-[TBOPSIT, HA BOJIE JINPEKTOPOM, BObUINM 97 POM 6111070/ EEYINIES
N CTAN BPATOM HAPOJA P Mo TEBS 37 370 1TEFHKON-MAUKON CTENREN ...
(J/19 COBEPUIERNS HALHSILCTBEHHOIO MYMENOHECTBA HAY, BPAIOM 1HAPD-
JIA "SI ONOBHURH ;9PKU HANATZAIN HA WEPTBY B HINOH SOHE HOIbH) TPT-

TI04, 1Y CONTPOTHBIENHN HABPACBIBATIN NTET/ID-YJABRY, BASAIMN PYKH..)

By orders from the NKVD or Gulag prison authorities, criminals performed acts of sodomy on the ‘enemies
of the people’.

“I'hey say you were some executive, some big shot out there, and then you became an enemy of the people? Well,
10w you’re gonna be our bitch, you queer!”

(To forcibly sodomise an ‘enemy of the people’, urkas — criminal prisoners — attacked their victim in the
barracks at night. If the victim tried to put up a fight, they put a stranglehold on him, tied up his hands, etc.)
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YTONIEHHE YroIOBHHKAMK ,BPATA HAPOLA /IO HETTIAC
HOMY YKA3AHHI HAYABCTBA HTJITHIIATA JIA YCTPA-
WERNS JIPYTHX 33K0B B 5OYKE L HEYHCTOTAMH, KYAA
CTIHBAETCS COREPHHMOE JIAPAL B SHMHEE BPEMS ...

Criminals drowning an ‘enemy of the people’ in a barrel of sewage waste (into which the toilets were emptied
in the winter), by an unofficial order of the Gulag authorities. This was done to intimidate and plant fear into
other prisoners.
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)

LN : T i
WIANEYATATH B ETOH = CBPOC M YTOMIEHHE 33KA-PABOTAIMN
BOPAMH B MUIKOM,HE 3ACTHIBUEM BETOHE IIPH CTPOHTETL-

CTBE rMAPO3NEKTPOCTAHUMAN... CKOJTBKO TRKHX EPTB B
BETOHE [3C, HE U3BECTHO..

‘Sealing in concrete.” A worker prisoner is drowned in liquid concrete by criminal inmates during the

(onstruction of a hydroelectric power plant. There is no way of knowing how many victims the concrete
Mructures of power plants hold.




JIALETIATS TYPKA=NIOCATKA  BPAIA HAPOIA " 3A CONPOTHB-
JIEHHE HIJJEBATENIBCTBY KA KUJI 110 PELIEKHA , BOPOB B
3AKOHE" M MOTYATIHBOIO OJO6PERNS HAYARLLTBAHTY..

“To pull a Turk’,* impaling the ‘enemy of the people’ on a spike for resisting torture. The sentence is carried
out by order of ‘legitimate thieves’ and with the silent approval of the authorities of the prison camp.

* Or: zadelat turetsky shashlyk - to make a Turkish kebab,
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BbIHOC 33KA, [TIPOUTPABLUETO CBOK) MH3Hb B KAPTLHAMOPOS..
-~OKPOMMETO CBITOH BOJHLEH, YTOBb! JTYYIIE WHIIOCH HA TOM
CBETE, A 4 ETOTIPHCLINII CHEMKOM, Y7065/ BEPTIXAH CKOPO
HE HAKHALATA. .

A prisoner, who has lost at cards,* is taken outside into the cold.
‘Sprinkle some holy water on him, so he lives a better life in the next world. I'll cover ‘him with snow so the guards

don’t spot him.”

% Games of cards were taken extremely seriously by criminals who viewed them as a way of demonstrating their cunning and
ons. But games would not end there. Other inmates’ belongings would be wa
0 hand it over. Other punishments for failure to
far from erotic
, or the cutting

I'hey would often bet, and regularly lose, all their posse:
and even murders if the original owner of the ‘lost’ item ref
ttoos depicted eroti

he cutting off of a ‘twig’ (a finger or toe), a ‘dumpling’ (e

leuding to beating
iy a debt included forcible tattooing (generally these

,in reality their purpo

Gt of a ‘headlamp’ (eye), and ultimately death (see pages 211-212),
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SATKHYTb XATO ™~ HAKASAKHE ,BPATA HAPOJA" 34 T0,
Y70 YACTO, TPYBHIT HAYASLLTBY JIATEPS M BTOPON TEHE-
BO# BIACTHHTTI-TAT EPHBIM TTAXAHAM,BOPAM B 3AKOKE")

“To plug the throat’, a punishment of an ‘enemy of the people’ for ‘disrespect’ toward the prison authorities
and the second shadow power in the camp — the pakkans* (‘thieves in law’: legitimate, authoritative thieves).

ished themselves with their copious tattoos, displaying their history and status. In this drawing
the criminal holding the hammer has the word MIR tattooed on his hand; an acronym that spells the Russian word for ‘peace’, but which
stands for ‘Shooting will reform me. Baldaev exhaustively documented this seeret code during his lifetime as a prison guard (see: Danzig
Baldaev, Russian Criminal Tattoo Encyclopaedia Volume I, II, 11, 2003-2008).

136




MHINACKHI KPAHT-KA3HB J194KOBOJ TNIIOA 110 PEWE -~
HHO BOPOBCKOA CXORKH HTJI TYJIAIA ,CCYYHBUIEIOCST

Yr0JI0BHHKA ( OTCTYIHHKA,BOPOBLKOIO 3AKOHA “UIIPA-
BHJIHA JIPOBSHEIX KO3NAX XO3SACTBEHHOIO JBOPA...

“The Indian Krant'," the execution of a criminal who became a traitor, a suka,! to the ‘thieves’ law’ by means
of a hacksaw on the sawhorse in the utilities yards. The criminal was ‘sentenced’* by a council of criminal
‘authorities’ in the Gulag.

* From kranty - finished, done in.
1 suka - *bitch’, a criminal who had sided with the authorities to escape the rigours of the camp (see page 82).
1 ‘Sashka got up from his bunk. He
At twenty-three he had been jailed several t

hollow cheeks and watery blue eyes. Like all of us, his head was shaven.
habitual criminal he had been sent to work in the mines of Kolyma. In
the Arctic camps, Sashka, like all of those of his kind, refused to work and manage from what he stole from the kitchen or from
the poor meals of his fellow inmates. He didn’t earn mucl
faced judgment for the worst offence in the criminal world:

he senior thieves. Now he
ing” his brother thicves to the camp administration. For such a crime
of betrayal there was only one punishment ~ death.’ Michacl Solomon, Magadan, 1971.
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JIEBELI TYJTAIA M.TOPBKHA YTBEPMKTIAN, 4T0 MANOCTS SHMAET YENOBEKA.
KCMMYHHCTBI M YIOJIOBHAKH, KAK 551 IOITBEPKTAS ITOT TEIHC, 3BEP-
CKH H METOJIHYHO YHHYTOMASIH JIFOJEN B 3ACTERKAX BYK-ITT9-HIB
HTYJIATE. OJIHIUM H3 PA3BIIEYEHNA STON0BHHKOB B ISJAVE 65110 H3TE-
BATEJIBCTBO HAZ 3IKAMH C IPHMEHERHEM PACKASERHOIO KA O HEJOMA...

The bard of the Gulag,” Maxim Gorky, argued that pity humiliated man. Communists and criminals, as though
trying to prove this idea, methodically and brutally exterminated people in the VChK-GPU-NKVD and the Gulag,
Torture using a red hot crowbar was one of the favourite pastimes of criminal prisoners in the Gulag.

* This ironic title refers to the 1929 visit by Gorky to the Solovki Special Prison Camp (sec page 15). Despite the authorities attempts
to remove its more disturbing sights, he still witnessed the camp’s harsh reality. He claimed his positive report, which described the
system as ‘indispensable’, was a result of censorship. His real impressions remain disputed. In 1933-34 he edited The White Sea-Baltic
Canal, a document that extolled the virtues of Gulag labour. ‘Gorky 2

dialect of the regime in a tone of icy triumphalism.’ Martin Amis, Koba the Dread, 2002.

ind now, are He speaks the
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Pﬂl.’/( POA ‘/EPE/IHI[I/(” "BPAIY HAPOJZA " 3A T0, Y70 HE JABA/T
“COrIACHA YrofioBHHKAM CIACLIBATS HA HAX CBON JHEB-
HbIE [IPOLEHTbI! BbIPAEOTAKH.

‘Splitting open the skull of an enemy of the people’, in revenge for his refusal to let the criminals appropriate

his daily work quota.”

" s made their their work quotas in their favour, or ‘appropriated” them. This was a commonplace

form of ‘forced bribery’.



HCITONTHERHE, /IPHIOBOPA 110 PELEHAI BOPOBLKD-
70 CYLIA B HCIIPABHTE/IBHO -Tﬁéﬂﬂﬂﬂ JIAEPE.

il b A / o N |
Bycnosusx crs ANHHERHX //'l/_‘ EPENTYIAIA NIPH ITOMYCTHTERBCTEE ARMHHHCTPALNH BIIATAPH-
YrOon0BHHKA ﬂoﬁ{/’ﬂﬂ{lfl YBHHCTBA 33KOB: SNIEK TPOTOKOM, HOMAMM, HA. BUCENTHUE, OTPYEANH
TO/108b1, PACKANERHBIA HA OFHE 10M BTASIKHBASIH B 3AJHHA TIPOXOR K T. 1. MHOrHE Yr0M08HIRH
HACBOEM CHETY UMENH 110 70..6APAHOB" H BUOJIEE, TE. Y6HTbIX 39K0B, B TOM YHLAIE ,, BPA OB, HAPOJA .

Carrying out a death sentence ‘by order of the court of thieves’ in a prison camp.
Writing on the wall: ‘We Will Smash Capitalism!".

In Stalin’s Gulag system ‘privileged criminals murdered other inmates with the collusion of the administration.”
They electrocuted, stabbed, hanged and decapitated them, inserted red-hot crowbars into the anus, etc. Many
criminals had ten or more ‘sheep’, i.e. murdered prisoners, including ‘enemies of the people’, on their
conscience.

* “Such killings were particularly common in the Gulag following the repeal of capital punishment for murder by a decree of 26th
May 1947. This was a deliberate move to cut back the numbers of convicts. I saw and spoke with these killers in corrective labour
camps in Tuluna, Angara and Irkutsk... They would kill the first convict they came across in order to get into prison, they had no
desire to leave the camps - since there was no one waiting for them outside and they had grown used to imprisonment.” Danzig Baldaey,
Russian Criminal Tattoo Encyclopaedia Volume I1, 2006.
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IPHBE JIEHHE B HCTIO/HEVE CMEPTHOIG [IPATOBOPA BOPAMA,
~114CTb SHAKDT Y4XHbI-BPATH PYCCKAX, 4T0 HAZO OTAABATS J10-
COUTKH C SCTOHCKMM CAJIOM M MELOM,, BOPAM B 3AKOHE .

Graffiti on the walls reads: ‘Kill Bitches!"; ‘Osipov is a cannibal and an old cock’; ‘Death to contras’; ‘Gunners’;
‘Brigade No.5'; ‘Death to coppers’; ‘Kum’s a moron and an arsehole’; ‘Don’t turn your head around when you
sit down to take a shit’; ‘Death to Yids and prison guards’; ‘Death to slant-eyed riffraff'; ‘The supervisor
of brigade No.12 is a moron and a thief'; ‘Prosecutor Ivlev is an arsehole’.

‘Thieves carrying out a death sentence.”
“That'll teach them riffraff, Russian-haters, to give parcels with Estonian ham and honey to legitimate thieves.’

# ‘In one incident in 1951, a thieves’ court sentenced a thief called Yurilkin to death. C: ies heard of transferre
Yurilkin, first to another camp, then to a transit prison, then to a third camp in a completely different part of the country. Nevertheless,
1o thieves-in-law finally tracked him down there and murdered him — four years later. They were subsequently tried and executed for
murder, but even such punishments were not necessarily a deterrent. In 1956, the Soviet prosecutor’s office circulated a frustrated note
complaining that “this criminal formation exists in all Corrective-Labour Camps, and often the decision of the group to murder one or
snother prisoner who is in a different camp is executed in that camp unquestioningly.” Anne Applebaum, Gulag: A History, 2003.
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MEHIHH M JEBYIIEK, ,BPAIOB HAPOJA, BTA/TKHBA/IH
B KAMEPbI 5T 0JIOBHYROB HA OFHY HOYb H BOSIEE ...

B

YTa561 BBIPBATS Y MEHIMHH JEBSUER, ,BPAIOE HAPOIA, HYMHBIE CREJOBATEN/D
HKBJ] 710K A3AHNS (KPOME JOMPOCA T4 CTEMEHN-TTBITOK ) HX ITOMELYATH B RANE-
Pb1 YrONOBHHROB, TE DHH NIJBEPIATHED IBEPCKINY TTTYMIEHHID H 2S[O
BbIM USHACHIOBAHNSN, NOLSIE YEI0 MEPTBS! BIOCKIECTEMH YALTY KO~
YATIN MU3HE CAMOYEHACTBOM (BEWATHES, PESAITH BEHSI, ENH 3EMAI HTZ.

Female ‘enemies of the people’ were shoved into cells with criminals and locked there overnight or longer...

To make the women and girls who were ‘enemies of the people’ sign statements conjured up by an NKVD
interrogator, in addition to undergoing third degree interrogation (torture) they were put in prison cells with
criminals. There they were brutally gang-raped.” After this, the victims often committed suicide (hanged
themselves, sliced their veins, swallowed dirt, etc.).

(group rape) was a common pastime. They considered prostitution a
ing all wornen would relish a life spent serving a professional criminal

* Criminals treated women with contempt and ‘rape in chor
wWwoman's legitimate work, often living from the profi
Women were regarded as an exchangeable property; no emotional attachments were permitted toward them. A female thief would be
expected to obey both the thieves law and the ‘property’ law. A criminal’s mother was the only woman who reccived their apparent respect,
and whose honour was scrupulously defended. But this melodramatic adulation was a hollow affectation, an expression of prison
sentimentality that helped paint the criminal as a romantic figure in Russian folklore.







3/7/(/7f0l/£/f/fb/)( ,BPAIOB HAPOJIA 34 M/l//E//llME BO3PAH-
HEHNS BHTI CANAIN B X O/I0HBIA KAPLER TTIE CTEHLI
bbLIIN CbIPBIMH HITH [TPOMEP3LUIHMA...

Graffiti on the walls reads: ‘Vorkuga-Inta’; ‘Perm’; ‘Karalag; etc. (various geographic names where camps were
located).

For the slightest ‘objections’, the ‘enemies of the people’ were put in a cold isolation cell. The walls of the cell
were either damp or completely frozen.”

*The following description of an isolation cell relates to the exp 4 poct. The d din 1983, when she

s i-Soviet “The worstfeature of the 20 fisolation cell] is the intense
boards Tayer of solid cement

InSHIZO ve food rations only . On the “empty” day,they

. Light bedding is handed out to them at night and taken away again in the morning, so
* Irina Ratushinskaya, No, I'n Not Afraid, 1986.




34, [IPOBHHHOCTS  39K0B B LOSOBELIKOMIOH B LIH30HATOPE CEKUPHOA B XPAME
BO3HECERHS 3ACTABISFIN ,BOSHOCHTEET“CHIIETS YACAMH M CYTHAMHU HA
MEPTOYKAX (LIECTEI-HACECTB).ATO.ERA)] OT YCTAAGCTH HITH CHA,TOFBEPTANICS
BECEJIBAT,'T.E. 3BEPCKONY H3BHEHHIO H OJEBAHNIO TET/IH HALERD. TAKHE
HAKA3RHNS bBIIIH 1 B, KOMAHZNPOBKAX ™ FPIIMX OTFENERHAX CHIOK [T19-HKB]

Banner on the wall reads: ‘Death to the Counter-revolution!’.

In the isolation cell of the Solovki Special

Camp, in the Church of the Resurrection,” prisoners who
hed internal regulations were forcibly ‘resurrecte
en days. Those who fell off were ‘tickled’, that is they w

they were forced to per
ly beat
Huch punishments were also used in other camps of the Solovki prison.

on beams for hou
and a noose was put on their n

* T prison was a converted 15th century monastery, its Church of the Resurrection was used by the authorities as an isolation cell

"



HAKAAHUE 33KA 34 HATAJEHHE HA HATSHPATENRT b
UIIEBARNEN HAPYYHHKOB 5 KOPOMLILIION FABLIBOPOT
= 3

="

33K ,KOPOMEICHO HABLIBOPOT ”EA/IEP)//”&#[ 7 HE LOSIEE
75-207HY7, C /I0JBECKOA HA KPIOK HIIH BEPEBKE HE BONEE 5-

FINHYT N T0BTOPHBIX HANAJEHIN HA HAZIOPCOCTAB HE COBEPLIA -
ET HU 8 THOPSIIE, 118 HTA...

Punishing a convict for assaulting a guard by handcuffing him ‘yoke backwards'.
Various graffiti on the walls reads: ‘Zhorka is a stoolie'; ‘Death to coppers'; ‘Vaga was here’; etc.

Aprisoner ‘yoked backwards’ could only bear it for fifteen to twenty minutes. If additionally hung by a rope or
a hook, no more than five to seven minutes. Following such punishment, he would never repeat the assault in
prison or in the camp.
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CUETTBH) YHUKERNS WHTEJITUTEHTA,BPATA HAPOGA, CH-
MAIH HALEND H JABASIH [A3ETY,[IPABIA, A THKME 3ACTAB-
JIS/IN ONPABASTHES B 10CY7YH3 KOTOPOH OH EJ BASIAHTY...

Sign on the wall reads: ‘Under the wise guidance of the Party, the Soviet people will reach Communism - the
pinnacle of human happiness!’. The prisoner sits on the newspaper: Pravda.

Iy demoralise and humiliate an intellectual ‘enemy of the people’, he was chained and given a copy of the Pravda
niewspaper. He was also forced to defecate in the same bowl he used to cat his balanda (prison soup of
fninimal nutritional valuc).
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Q1M M3 BHZOB HAKASAHNS 3IKOB 34 OCTYIUAHHE-
, [OIOCOBATS HA CONHYE " M
» CIUNTE JTAIRY ...

- /fﬂvﬂﬂbﬁﬂ/« /7/%707/1' Xeucrom borom ipowy! Py,«ﬂ YoTAIN. .
~OnYETHT PIRY, IOAICHHA . GYEPETSHT! CIVILIEN 38 TOTBITRY SEMA Tb...
(,/onocosars’crasnm NHOTJA, KPECTON,'TE PYKI B CTOPOKY HA
YPOBHE NIIEY, NITH HA GIHOH HOLE , YATIEN 110 IPHXOTH KOHBOS.)

A type of puni for di ience was called ‘Voting in the Sun’ or ‘Drying the Paws'.

“Forgive me, chief! For Christ’s sake! My arms are tired.”
“If he puts them down, fire a few rounds at him. We’ll write it off as an escape attempt.”

(Oceasionally, prisoners were forced to ‘Cross Vote', spreading out their arms and holding them at shoulder
level, or stand on one leg in “The Crane’, depending on the inclination of the guards.)
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Joxnce! Botars! lomwes! BLTaTs! IOKAHCSH!........
S BAC BCEX HAYYY JIOBHTS ITOPSIIOK H COBETCK I BRACTE!

= ~ //:/

370 0FuH N3 PACIPOCTPAHEHHEIX BHEOB UCTS3AHHS 33KOB -
4 BPArDB HAPOLIA" B HCITPABHTESILHO (MCTPEBHTENLHO) - TPY-
J08b1x JIATEPSX (HTTT) [9NIAIA, KNIACTS 3A [IPOBHHHOLTS”
JIOJEA B CHET, [PSI3b , JI9MH, T. K. BCE 3ABHCENO OT 7707
HENWETD [IPOH3BOSIA AIMUHHCTPALHH H OXPRHAL.

T4 HEOBUHOBEHUE 33KH PACCTPESNHBANINCL HA MECTE...

‘Down! Up! Down! Up! DownL... I'll teach you all to love law and order, and Soviet power!

One of the more common forms of torture for ‘enemies of the people’ in the corrective (extermination) labour
camps of the Gulag system - ‘dropping down for misdemeanours’. People were forced to lie down on the snow,
dirt, puddles, etc., depending on the whim of the administration and guards. Those who disobeyed were shot

on the spot.
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.77/ /107,93/7/1'{1;/-,, Ha IEPERAIRY.L.
F O NENB 2 Dhieaiiw

A e

SARNDIENHOL O BbIBOJHIY 34 OXPRHSEMID SOHY H SACTABASIN
710]] CTPAXOM EMEPTH YEPITATS BEJPON BOJY H3 OJHON POPYSH(TTYH-
KUY BLLTHBATS B JPIIYI0 NIPUPYSL, PACITONION EHHYL) B 75-20 MET-
PAX OT NEPBOA. lIPY, JJBOAHOK IEPERAYKE * YELITANTH BERPOM BOTY
W3 IPOPIEN H CPA3Y BLINTUBANTH B 3749 KE [IPOPYEL, SAYEFINIYE
TI0BTOPHY, HECIH BOTY B BEJPE 1 BLIINBASH 8 JPIT Y IPOPYES ..

‘Pumping’ - another form of torture.

The conviet was taken outside the zone and forced — under puni of death - to draw water with
abucket from one hole in the ice and pour it out into another hole, fiften to twenty metres away from the first.
“Double pumping’ involved drawing water out of the first hole and pouring it immediately back into the same
hole; then drawing water out again, and pouring it out into another hole.
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3BEPCKOE 11PABAIIO-,DE3 ITOCTIEQHEIa!”
(3475CERYHT NTEPEY,, CORPALIEHHEN.) (G

~/10UATH, HRYATEHAR! JONA DCTASHES TPOE JETEA, MEHR, BONbHAR PIATS.

~HE MOry-IPHKA3 HAYATLLTBA! BENIEHD . BPATOB HAPOJA HE YARHTE ! i
(HEKOTOPBIE HAYATBHARN JIATEPER TIIAIA HA KOBINTE, 507505 1 P9/ #X CTPORKAXC
LENBHD, COKPALIERHS TR 3IKOBH IOJHATHA TPYTOBOA JNCYNILIAHE! BBESTH
3BEPLKOE NIPABIIIO -, BE3 JIOCTIEIHEL D, TiE. PACLTPENNBANCS KAM 6N 39K,
KOTOPBIN CTAHOBMIICS [TOCTIERHAN 8 CTPOR PASOYNX EPHIA] 170 KOMBHJE /A PAEOTY
CTAHOBHCH! "N TARNM O6PAZOM RAMBIA JEHS YHNITONMAINCS (IOCTETNHEL..)

The bestial rule of ‘minus the last one'. Fifteen seconds before ‘reduction’.

‘Please chief! Spare me! I have three kids, a wife and a sick mother at home.”

[ can’t. T have orders not to sparc the lives of encmies of the people.”

Some wardens of the Gulag camps in Kolyma, construction sites Nos. 501-505, and some others, in order to
reduce the number of prisoners’ and to improve work discipline, introduced a bestial rule they called ‘minus
the last one’. The prisoners who were last to line up after the ‘Line up for work!’ command were shot. Every
day the ‘last” prisoner was killed.



BPEBHY, 10 IECTHULE B 365 CTYMEHEK. SECTHHYY HASHIBASIA:
1+ OJ0BOK, , MOSTOTHTTKON,, IECTHULEA CMEPTH, , JOPOI O/ B

PR KEPTBAMN CTAHOBAHCE O5bIYHO 3AKJIFYEFHEIE

13, KIACCOBBIX BPATOB. B KOHLIE CYCKA HX TESIA [IPEBPA-
WATNCE B KPOBABOE MECHAL...

lown the 365 stairs
“The Thresher’,
s enemy’ convicts.

In the Solovki Special Prison Camp (SLON), prisoners were tied to a heavy log and throw
of the Sckirnaya Mound. The stairs had different nicknames, such as: “The Year-Long Sta
“The Stairs of Death’ and “The Road to Heaven'. The victims of the stairs were usually ‘c
By the time the victims reached the bottom, their bodies had turned into a bloody, unrecognisable pulp.
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Hara3AHNE 33KA 3A HEIMOBHHOBEHHE H HAITAZE-
HHE HA PABOTHHKA AZMAHHCTPALHH JIATEPA...

ByapEmgEHNSX TYNAIA 3ARNIOYEHHBIE [IDFBEPIANIHCS MECTOYAN-
WHM HAKA3AHNAM 34 HAMAJEHHE HA PAEGTHIKOB W/, CONPOTHBIIEH-
HE PEXHMY COREPHARNS, OTKA3 OT PASOTS!, BIAOTS 40 PACCTPENIA
WITH YMEPYBIEHNS [ONOJ0M B LWN30(WIPAPHOM W30/17TOPE)...

Punishment of a convict for disobedience or an assault on the prison authorities.

In the Gulag penal institutions, prisoners were punished severely for assaults on prison authorities or other
employees, di or refusal towork. varied, but ranged all the way up to execution or forced
starvation to death in the SHIZO (isolation cells).
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PACCTPEN PABOTHHKAMH HTJTTSIAIH, BPATUB
HAPOIA,N306TTHYEHIHBIX B PAUMCTCKOM 341 OBOPE..

B1991-451 - PoROBONTEIN HTNI [YJIAIA, 509C5 NONACTS HA PPONT,CHAM BINE]
LCLP PATBCHPHYNPOBAHHBIE JOHECENNS O, PHCKPAITHN HIHKBHTAYMN 3A/T-
BOPOB BPATOB mfagﬂ,”ﬂow;wf TIBITATIHES : 1 PASOPIMHT H YBHTD OXPAHY

W RIITHHHC T PAUHIO HT/L 2. IRXBATHTS TPAHCIOPT M IPOPBATLLS HA. COEJHHE-
HHE C PAUHCTAITH.S B3PSIBATS 3ABOTSI H PAEPHKHN, CHALMALOUHE PPOHT. 9.
WEYD [IPOJOBONIBLTBEHHBIE CIIATLL. 5. IHHITONMATS A NYTH, MICTE,LII0 KOTO-
PbIM CHAGIHALDTES BOHCKA PPOHTOB.6.8ECTH b B T8/ LT, SHTH A PYBEN...

Execution by firing squad of the ‘enemies of the people’ exposed as ‘fascist plotters’ by Gulag guards.

Between 1941 and 1945 [when the USSR was fighting the Second World War], the authorities of the Gulag prison
camp, afraid of being sent to the front line, sent falsified reports to the NKVD. They claimed to have ‘cxposed
and stopped conspiracies undertaken by enemies of the people’ who had attempted the following actions: 1.
o disarm and kill the guards and the prison administration. 2. To capture transportation and break through
to join the fascist forces. 3. To blow up plants and factories that produced supplies for the Soviet Army. 4. To
burn down food supply warehouses. 5. To destroy railroads and bridges, used to deliver supplies to the soldiers
at the front line. 6. To engage in warfare on the home front of the USSR. 7. To escape abroad, etc.
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JronioBHNK-6PHTAINP, BOCTUTBIBAET “HHTENIHIEHTOB. .

- BAC, MPOPECCOPOB, AKAZEMHKOB H BCIKNX HHTE/UIA-
[EHTHKOB=IPHLIYPKOB HAYYY BRASIBIBATH B 30HE! DYJE-
TE JIEJIATH 110 TP HOPMBIL... BCEX TAZ08 3AMOYY!...

A foreman convict ‘teaches’ the intellectuals.

“I'll teach you professors, academics and other eggheads how to sweat your guts out in prison! You're gonna
be doing three quotas a day! I'll kil all you bastards!”

* Most intellectuals were ‘political” prisoners sentenced under Article 58 (see page 81). Officially they were forbidden to oceupy
“trustee’ positions ir abiliti made to do physical work. They had to rapidly adapt

beput
to survive or the camp system would quickly crush them.




PACrPOCTPAHERHEN BA HAKASAHNSA B [ Y/IHIE
3A. llﬂﬁ!/ﬂ/t'///ff PE)/(//MI- //ﬂMO/IM’.‘/ M’ﬂﬂlﬁl /'//.%’l)...

//»7 YAIILLTBO Il OXPAKHA JIATL EPE/'/ 3/7/‘/£5&///0///1£H//£ /YHPMA/ BLIPABOTKA
1 OCTTIUWAHNE 33K08 ,BPATOB HAPOJA" IIPII ARKTHBHON YYALC THH BEP-
HbIX CBOMX 10104 08 910, OK PA3JIEBASIH MEPT Bb/

HO[GRIA N [IPUBA3LIBANN K JEPEBLANM. A, f/f CKONIBKO YALOB JIHOIH TE-
PAIN MHOL O KPOBH, TERA WX PREYXAS H YALTO HACTYNANA CHEPTD. ..

A widespread punishment in the Gulag for breaching internal prison regulations was called ‘Gnat Bait' (also
‘Mosquito Bait', ‘Midge Bait').

For failure to meet labour quotas and for disobedience, the prison authorities and guards, with the help from
their loyal assistants ~ the urkas, stripped the ‘encmies of the people’ naked and tied them to trees. In a matter
of hours the victims lost a great deal of blood. Their bodies swelled up, and the outcome was often death.
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HEKOTOPBIE H3YBEPLI TYIHIA B IOJbI KY/TbTH PAIH
TIOTEXH, WEHUHH #3 KOHTHHIEHTA, BPATOB HAPOJA"
34 7TPOBHHHOCTS CAMAIIN HA MYPABEAHHKA...

! T |

MORCLQEIX WEHUHH OTKAS. "5 5b6/Tb JIF0508. SIRIRYER ] SIRIA,
CAMRIH HA MYPRBERHHKH, IPHBR3IBANN K JEPEBLAM,HA KOMAPL H
MYPABLH."MHOIZIA BO BSIATAITHUIE BCTABIASH PACTHTENIBHIII TPYEKY -
JYTRY HIIH EEPECTY CBEPHYTYR) TPYEKOA J/15 BXOJA 119PREL M, HA HO-
TH IIPHBA3BIBRIH PACHSSIKY. YACTO NRIAYAM NOMOIASH 339KH-BOPOBKA...

During the cult of personality, some sadistic guards, for their own entertainment, put women ‘enemies of
the people’ on ant hills for ‘infractions’.

Young women who refused to be the concubines of the Gulag executioners were put on ant hills and tied to a
tree. Sometimes, a tube made out of birch b another kind of hollow tube, was inserted into the vagina so
the ants could crawl inside. The legs were fixed with a pole. Female criminals often assisted the guards.




Escapees and Deniers




[IonABJIEHNE JIATEPHOIO 5YHTA 3AKJIFOYEHHBIA

C 1PnB030M B HTTT TYNIAIA BbIBIHX PPOHTOBHKOB 22 M)
#3 3A0ATHON EBPOITBI,YIACTHITHCS JIATEPHBIE BIATEI H:
. BYHTbI 33K08B [IOJJABSISSINCE MECTOYAHIWHMH MEPAN



TPEHHHMH BOACKAMN MBI H Tﬂ/f/\’ﬂMﬂ 1947r. ...
7 N

041151, ITEHEHHBIXH, JEIIOPTIIPOEﬂﬁﬁb/X rm)/(,mﬁﬂcc’/’
PCKOIO OTHOWEHNS K 39KAM COCTOPOHE] AIMUHHCTPA-

The suppression of a revolt in the camp using internal troops of the MVD and tanks.* 1947.

After the Second World War, many soldiers, POWs and citizens of the USSR were deported from Europe and
sent to the Gulag camps. The number of prison revolts due to the inhumane practises of the administration
toward prisoners increased. The revolts were suppressed with brute force.

# “The sociology of the political prisoners had also undergone changes: the place of alarge percentage of the meck victims of the Great
Terror was taken by yesterday's tough soldiers and by people from the recently annexed territoris. The loyal supporters of the regime
atil -cont ikes broke out in many camps, often leading
{0 rebellions; hey were brutally suppressed, sometimes with the use of tanks, though *diplomacy” was resorted to in moderate cases
(Filshtinsky 1994)." Leona Toker, Return from the Archipelago, 2000.

163




EJIBA HE m.wwm/f POIBICKHOR
JOSHBANHCS TPYITAMH H HE JOCTABAATS S6HTBIX BIATEPS, KHCTH PIK 3 HHX
ﬂTP[ 5M}/M 4 JAKTHIIOCKOAPOBARNS HCTHEARHA Y5HTSIX BHTITYUIAIA... (LUYTHHKH HAOLIA OTPESAIH )

Punishment of escapees after they were found and caught. If they showed the least bit of resistance, escapees,
nearly torn to shreds by dogs, were finished off by the guards. So they didn’t have to bring the bodies back to
the prison camp, the guards cut off the dead escapees’ hands for fingerprinting and for writing them off at the
Gulag'. (Some ‘jokers’ often cut off the escapees’ ars.)

*Varlam Shalamov describes how a Corporal Postnikov ambushed and killed an escaped conviet, ix miles from the mine st Arklagla:

both hands at ngerprints. He put the hands in his pouch
and set off home to write up the latest report on a successful hunt... That night the dead man got up and with the bloody stumps of his
forearms pressed to his chest somehow reached the tent in which the conviet-labourers lived. His pale face drained of blood, he stood
at the do nd peered in with unusually blue, erazed eyes. Bent double and leaning against the doorframe, he glared from under
lowered brows and groaned. He was shaking terribly: Black blood spotted his quilted jacket, his pan
ne hot soup, and his terrible wrists in rags. Fellow prisoners started to take hin
) the outpost, The soldiers took the
~butnot spital or the Inever pris he chopped-off han
Kolyma Tales, 1980.

nd his rubber boots. He was given

0 the first-aid station but Corporal
an off somewhere

hut that served a
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2 NS

=Tbl, YEPHOMOITHAH Tb/,Mﬂfﬂillflfgﬂﬂﬂl(lﬂ, CPYBHTE BOHTE KYCTBIL...
~HAYATIBHHK, BE]Tb SACTPETHLS D ITOME 37 PAAMKAMA 30HE!.
KAK ToIKO 35KM , KOMAHIA , BPHIATAJOHHES !,

1nsT -4 i

3
N CInKBL, GEIVIEOB 10 YCTABY MB]] OYEPEIb...IPE]

‘Hey you, black-arse, and you, yid! Go and chop down those bushes over there!”
‘But, chief, you're going to shoot us! It's outside the flagged zone.’

As soon as the prisoners strolled beyond guarded territory, the guards commanded, ‘Brigade, get down!” and
aburst of machine-gun fire hit the backs of the ‘escapees’, in accordance with the regulations of the MVD."

The bonus was forty rubles.

in during the rest periods, and whenever Seroshapka [the guard]
ds’ cook would give him some bread. Rybakov's undertaking began
. we had approached the border of the forbidden ‘zone’, without

even noticing it. The markers were han Ahcad, however, were hummocks of sweet-brier, cowberry, and
bakov pointed at his can, not et full, and at the sun,
Iheard the dry erack of a shot, and Ry his rifle and shouted: *

go near him.” Seroshapka cocked and shot in the air. We knew what th  shot meant. Seroshap}
here were supposed to be two shots  the first one a warning. Varlam Shalamoy, Kolyma Tales, 1980.

lowly setting on the horizon. Slowly he crept toward the enchanted
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Z CTABKA Y6HTOI0,BPAIAHAPOIA " fIPH ITOLETF B
77/ VK 5’/1/' A1 Pé’////ﬂ// SARSOIEHHBIX /70] KOHBOEM...

Hrorga Y6n710r0 105M30CTH OT HT/I BEITIELA JEMOHCTPATHBHE HEC-
TN B 30HY HA WECTE (HEPIN) KAK KABAHA NIN KOCYSIHI HA 6OSPCKOA
OXOTE, 4T0 [IPOH3BOJMII0 HA SAKIHDYEHHBIX YTPYIAIILNA IPPEKT.

Y 96u70r0 55/'//[[//7 BAAM OT HTJ] GTPE3AIN KHETH PIK /151 JIAKTH-

39KA. TPYI1 OCTABAANH B TAAE,TIHJPE ..

An ‘enemy of the people’, killed after trying to escape, is delivered back to the Gulag prison camp by a group
of convicts and guards.

Occasionally, when an escapee was killed close to the prison, his body was demonstratively brought back into
the camp on a stick, like a wild boar or a deer after a hunt. The spectacle was very dispiriting for the prisoners.
If an escapee was killed far away from the camp, his hands were cut off for fingerprinting and writing off. The
body was left out in the taiga or tundra.
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YBHACTBO Y ONTOBHIKOM, B5IYRA TIPH IOBETE H3HTL.

i

i S Sl

YronosunRY PH TOBELAX N3 JATBHHX CEBEPHBIX JALEPEY [SIATA
CMAHNBATIH € COBONA (M3-3A HEBOSMOMHOLTH FANACTHES IPOTIKTA-
MY BYCOBHIX HTNT) IPYIrHX 33K0B, KOTOPbIX YEHBANH 8 1Y TH.
TAKHE MEPTBBI JIFOLOELCTBA HA YT ONIOBHOM WAPT OHE HA36/BA-
TUC, 5bIYKANN . CKONBKO CBEJEHO TRKNX, 614K 08, HEHSBECTHO..

A criminal kills a ‘calf’ during a prison escape.

Because they could not store food while in prison, criminals in remote northern prison camps of the Gulag”
would coax another inmate to run away with them. They then killed them in the taiga. The slang word for these
victims of cannibalism was bychok (‘calf’). It is impossible to say for certain how many ‘calves’ were eaten.

* The remoteness of the Kolyma region took on mystical status among its inmates, who referred to it as the ‘planet’. ‘Kolyma, Kolyma

| Wonderful pla onths of win

n fact,  fat prisone. If you have to, you can kill him and eat him. And until you ned hi

Vorkuta, 1976
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An incident in the art shop of the Dalstroy* Gulag prison camp. 1949.

Vertical signs on the left read (incomplete): “The MVD is the Guardian of Public Order in [...]'; ‘The Gulag is
the Foundation of [...]'; Socialist[...J". Vertical signs on the right read (incomplete): ‘Enemies of the USSRY';
‘VKP(b)!". Verse on the poster on the right reads: ‘Shut up, Europe / You total fool! / Comrade Murlo'/ Is laughing
at you. / Fat-bestial, / Narrow-minded. / Europeans, / On what did you spread your powdery pollen? V.
Mayakovsky'. Horizontal signs read (top to bottom): ‘Long Live Communism — the Bright Future of All
Humanity'; ‘One of the Testaments of the Great Leader of the Proletariat was: Suffer, Suffer, and Suffer
Again. V.1. Lenin". [Note: The original quote by Lenin was 'Study, study, and study again.’ The word uchitsya (to study)
has been altered by adding the letter m and a stress mark, so it reads muchitsya (to suffer). ‘May the Great
Revolutionary Teachings of Marx, Engels, Lenin, and Stalin Live Forever!".§

“Are you out of your mind? Do you want a bullet in the forehead for this rubbi

‘Comrade Major, it's not our fault! Someone crept into the shop and added those 2
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Fac North Construction Trust) was created by the NKVD to oversee the development of ani
s in the Kolyma region. During its lifespan (1932-1953) Dalstroy established around

to support gold
camps for this

mining
urpose.

“The lines are from the pocem
“Comrade Charlot” of the or y haracter in The Irwn[n 815w 1 s many
European countries) has Murlo', i.c. ‘Comrade Ugh
& of the text. The ori uses juotye (ft-bell); nha reads.

bestial).
of everyday Soviet life, ubiquitous in film, radio, posters, placards and wall-papers (paper was in short supply

himozhivonye (T
§ Propaganda wa

enius of Mankind’, ‘Gl
00 metre long mes: Jebrating’ Lei
it standing form the letters. Only vi bl from ho byt b

rock in Mag

in 1970 by felling timber in a Siberian forest, the trecs lof
was ‘constructed” specificallyfor American spy satellites.
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Hacnnse TBEHHOE KOPMJIEHME 3AKJIFDYEHHOI 0,06 35BHBUELO [0S0 0B-
HY [IUTATESIBHOH CMECHH) YEPE3 HO3JPAD...
110 3AKOHAM COBETCKOIO IMAHN3MA /IYCKATS T15J110 B 3ATbI/IOK
MOMHO TOJI6KO 3F0POBOA MEPTBE C TEMITEPATYPOH TENIA 36,6-372.

Force-feeding a prisoner on a hunger strike* with a nutrient solution through the nostril.
According to the most ‘humane’ Soviet laws, only a healthy
37° C could be shot in the head.

dividual with a body temperature of 36.6° to

ha
remand prison — by the time you've been force-fed o

1969. Marchenko died in prison in 1986 following complicatior

£ an extended hunger strike.
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- SATSHA-KAMOR KISIBTHO, H 5 PBAKY B CAHYACTS HA [IEPEBA3KYL...
YronoBHHKH, YAWE  BOPbI,YTObbI H3EABUTHCS OT TAMENEIX
OBUYIX PABOT, OTPYBA/IV CEBE ITAbLbI, KUCTb PYKH, [TIOTA/IJIOHHAA,
TBOSFHHT, BATIITHIEIA NX HAZBIBASIH-CAMOPYS,MACTSIPUYHKH .

“Bind up my stump real tight now, and I'm going to run to the hospital to have it dressed.”
iieves, often cut off their own fingers or hands,” swallowed spoons or

To avoid hard labour, c:
nails, ete.t They were called samorubs (self cutters) or mastyrshchiks (maimers) in the Gulag prison camps.

nals, usually th

cad of being sent to an invalid camp, however, the

*‘One prisoner tells the story of a thief who cut off four fingers of his left hand. In
invalid was made to sit in the snow and watch as others worked. Forbidden to mov
hovel and, moving it like a crutch, with his surviving hand, poked at the froz

ape,
“very soon he himself requested iwth, erying and

\nne Applebaum, Gulag: A History, 2003,

lation. I have seen huge numbers of
turcens (after first breaking them up into :

nd many other similar objects; I have seen convicts sew

Jouths or eyes i v ows 5o thei ; or nail testicles to @ bed, swallow a

nside out. I have seen

ttach this hook to a door by way

and peel it off as if it were a stocki e s with paper and set fire
5, 1975

r cut off their fingers, or their nose, or ears, or penis...” Edward Kuznetsov, Prison Diari




The Country Becomes a Gulag




[0/107- THO5HMOE JETHIE H BEYHBIA CTYTHHKKITCE

B1930-3311 KOMMYHHETS/ B 5OPSSE C, %

KASAXCTAHE,CHENPH H IR PETHONAX NSTEM NIONHOTO B5/BO3A XAESA, KPYIBl, MACIA, CKOTA HTZ.C IPHMEHEHHEM
jicK Iy PAHHLY. HAPOR UHs] CTONAA MHIHER...
Famine - dearest child and ion of the ist Party.

Between 1930 and 1933, the Communists artificially created a great famine in Ukraine, Byclorussia, Kazakhstan,
Siberia, and other regions, in order to fight the ‘class enemy’. They used GPU troops to take bread, grain, butter
and cattle by force, and then sold the goods abroad.” This expropriation cost the lives of twelve to thirteen million
ordinary people.t$

* The grain confiscation and its subsequent export

vital for the Soviet Union. The hard currency generated by its sale was used to

1 Although it s impossible to gauge the death t famine a modern sources set the figure between six to eight million.
§In the morning horses pulled flat-top carts through the city and the corpses of those who had died in the night were colleeted. T saw
one such
with sharp beaks. These tiny birds had flown into K

top cart with children lying on it. The,

ev and what good had it done them? Some of them were
heads sillturning. I asked the driver about them, and he just waved his hands and said: ‘By the time they get y
they will be silent too. Vasily Grossman, Forever Flowing, 1972, (quoted by: Robert Conquest, The Harvest of Sorrore:
Collectivization and the Terror-Famine, 1986).
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LBHYTAPHBIN OTCTPEN PABOTHHKAMA [IRBL] TAPTHA-
HBIX HJIE RATIPOB HAYHOHATBHBIX PECITYBIHK CLLP.

B rofsl CTANNHNIMA NEPHOJHYECKH IPOH3BOIHIINCD, C YE ST IO
TIPOPHIIAK THKH BO3HHKHOBEHHS HAYHOHASIBHOID TPABOLOSHANNA 4
HEPYCCKMX HAPOJI0B, BbIEOPOYHBIE PACCTPENb! IRPTHAHBIX, COBETCKNX,
XO3SACTBEHHBIX M TBOPYECKNX PABOTHHKOB 110 KOMAHIE U3 UEHTPAH
JAKE CYCKANTUCH PA3HAPAZKH HA KOSIMYECTBO,0/108, ) N0JJO5HO
OXOTHHYHUM STNYEH3HAM HA OTCTPEN 3BEPEN 10 BUAAM-JI0CEH,

CANCAKOB, KREAHOB, APXAPOB, MEJBEAEAN T.4.

The ‘sanitary shootings’ of Party members and other executives of the USSR republics by the NKVD.

During the Stalin era targeted executions were carried out by order of the Centre, in order to discourage
aspirations of national identity and rights among non-Russians. Victims included Party members, Sovi
i order would include a required number of ‘head,’

employees, isations, and artists.
similar to a hunting license for killing different animals: elk, saigas, boars, wild rams, bears, etc.
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~BAWH JEZIb, BAEYWKH, BPATES, CECTP/, MEHS, HETH H PYIUIE POJICTBEHHI
Pojnsl H CTAPUETD BPATA-BENHKOIO PYCCKOIO HAPOZA! [IPHKA3bIBAKD CHATL Il
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KHE, OPTEHA Y MEFAIN! [TPH COMPOTHBIIEHNH BYJETE PACCTPENSHE HAMECTE!

1944. The arrest and deportation to the Gulag of the ‘traitor’ soldiers of the Second World War: Kalmyks,
Ingushes, Chechens and others.
The sign reads: ‘Warsaw 500 km’

“Your grandfathers, grandmothers, s, wives, children and other relatives on the home front of the Red
Army started down the path of traitors of the Soviet Motherland and its older brother — the great Soviet people!
ommand you to lay down your guns, decorations and medals! If you resist arrest you will be shot dcad

on the spot.’



JIEPE]] BOHHOA B 1939-907 110 YKA3AHHLD HETANHHA S BEPHST CPOPMHPOBANI H3
39K08 6-7 KPYIIHbIX B €, KOTOPBIE ITOCTTE KPAT-
ROV (101 OTOBRH B CIEUNATILHEIX TATEPSX LHENPH 1 YPANIABOOPIMENIBIE
T0/16K0 CTPE/IROBBIN )CKPLITHO BbLITH 110 JHBIN.
HHUYAM.ITO 6611 COE TIEPBOIO YFAPA (., TIUEIHOE MACE") C 1JPASTE-
TRHKOJECAHTHHKOB 1A 5T-7,5T-8 C 751 15K ANH H RBHALHOHHEIITH
MOTOPAMY (TAHKH THIIA,KPHCTH ) PAZBHBARHIUHMH CKGPOCTS HA XOPOUMX BOPO-
TAX JOT10KM 8 4AC. B 19471 B IEPBLIA MECSL BOHHb! 3TH. BOEHHIHPOBAKHBIE
COEJUHERNST M3 33KOB [YJIAIA BBITH PA3IPOMITEHS! U [INTEHEHS! HEMEYKO-
PALNCTCRUPIY BOACKAM, T.K. HE MOITIH OKASATE CEPSESHOIG CONPITHBIIE:
HUS U3-3A [1110XOr0 BOOPYMHEHNS H CITREOA BOEBOA IOHIOTOBKA.

An armed unit made up of Gulag convicts.

By the order of Joseph Stalin, in 1939 and 1940, right before the start of the Second World War, Lavrenty Beria
formed six or seven large armed units made up of prisoners. After brief training at specialised boot camps in
Siberia and the Urals, armed only with rifles and handguns, they were secretly transported to the western borders
of the USSR. These were the ‘first hit’ units — cannon fodder — sent before the regiments on diesel engined
BT-7 and BT-8 tanks with 45 mm cannons (based on the Christie tank). The tanks were very mobile and could
reach speeds of 110 km/h on a good road surface. In 1941, during the first month of the war, these armed units
of Gulag convicts were defeated and taken as prisoners of war by the German forces.

ey were unable to put
up any real resistance due to poor training and insufficient armaments.

8




: JINT
H3TUTTIEPOBCKOra AZIA B CTATIMHCK M COUMAIMICTHYECK M PA..
-BAC IPMBE3/IN B HAW T'YUTAT KAK NPERATENEA POJHHBI!BS/ BCE ITOC-
JIE PAHEHHS TTONANIH B [UTEH B 1991 r0RY! BMECTO 60Pb5LI 10 /100-
JIEJIHETO B3JIOXA Y KAIIH KPOBH OTCHMHBASIHES HA CbITHIX HE-
MELIKO-PALUNCTCKHX TANKAX BOYXEHBAITJIE, OCBEHYHME, JAXAY!
BbIBCE CBOEA TPYCOCTBH] OIIO3OPHIIH HALIY KPACHYID APHAL...

From Hitler’s hell to Stalin's socialist heaven.

“You were brought to the Gulag because you are traitors to the Motherland. You were all taken prisoner of war
after you were wounded in 1941." Instead of fighting to the last drop of blood, to the last breath, you were fattening
yourself up on nutritious German Fascist rations in Buchenwald, Auschwitz and Dachau! With your cowardice,
you have shamed our Red Amy!"t

* Prisoners of Second World T Sulag
and handed long sentences for their supposed cowardice.
¥ %

Lcon Trotsky - founder and commander of the Red Army. One
of the original leaders of the October Revolution of 1917, he was murdered i xile in 1940, Under orders from Stalin, a KGB agent fatally
Wounded him with an ice axe.
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- HY H XUBYYH ITH HAUHOHASIMCTEL, TPH HEJIESTH BESEM, A Y ITHX Y9XO-
HOK ELLE HX LJEHKH MHBLIE!KAK KOHYHTCA MXHPATBABCE IY6A ALY .
HAUHOKASINCTAMM BBITH: SCTOHLIbI JINTOBL, IATBILH, YKPAHHLE,

YEYEHbI, KANIMbIKY, HEMLIBL... M PA3HBIE lIPOYHE HEPYCCKHE ...

“Damn nationals just wouldn't die. We've been transporting them for three weeks now, and even their little bastards
1 But that’s okay. Once they run out of food, they’re all going to kick the bucket.”
* were Estonians, Lithuanians, Latvians, Ukrainians, Chechens, Kalmyks, Germans and various

‘The ‘nationals

other non-Russians.
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Brogsl KYJIBTA THIPEWHBIE KAMEPE C , BPATAMH
HAPOZA * BbISIH 11G406HbI CENIBASHBIM BOYKHAM...

LPECTOBAHHBIE 5bIIIN BbIHYMIEHE! OTJbIXATS (CIIATS) 110 OYEPEFH
W [T0BOPAYHMBATLES OFHOBPEMEHHO, YTOLbIHE OTIIEMATL BOKA HA
KAMEHHOM HJTU 5ETOHHOM 10119, T.K.[I0CTE /b HE BbIAABANACH, HKTO
CRIAN JHEM, TOT HECTORO HAKA3LIBAIILS KAPUEPOM / H3BHEHNEM..

During the reign of the cult of personality, the ‘enemies of the people’ were packed into prison cells like
sardines in a can.’

Prisoners had to take turns resting (sleeping). They had to turn over all at the same time, so the sides of the
body did not go numb lying on the concrete floor. There were no beds in the cells. Those who slept during the
day were severely punished with beatings or locked up in an isolation cell.



I MAPTA 19531 BECTb 0 CMEPTH CTASMHA 5bI/1A BLTPE

N

-Ypa! bosibwon GF0ER 070x! PEGATA, MYHPEALMA H3M
HI3HOH KOMMYHHCTHYECKOA TTIAPTHH BAHFHTOB CROX!.



0 MULIHOHAMA 33K0BTYIAIG € 50/T6LUOH PAROCTAH...

EFUINX OT5POCHST KOMBITA! yPﬂlﬁwfwb BKIIG@)-BCECO-
TRIINH JYEA JANT! JA 3APABCTBYET AMHHCTHA! YPAL...

5th March 1953. Millions of Gulag prisoners rejoice at the news of Stalin’s death.

“Hooray! The great cannibal has kicked the bucket! Hey fellas, the wisest of the wise is pushing up daisies! Hooray!
The leader of the VKP(b) — the All-Union Communist Party of Bandits” - pegged out! Hooray! Stalin has danced
his last dance! Amnesty' is here! Hip-hip hooray!

+ The prisoners” interpretation’ oftheleter b, which offcially stood for Bolsheviks.

T Initially this. d political five years or less (this meant that few
political
political prisoners were actully released, as their terms were usually greater than five years).
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MOPCKHE BAPYKH C,BPAIAMH HAPOLA-PABAMA
T941A HRB-MBI] CCCP HA TPOCTOPAX OREAHA...

BMECTO BLINIEKA NHBRINTOB, 5OTBHEIX, JOXORAN - EEIBIHHEIX SHITEN, BPA-
108 HAPOJIA “HA CBOEOTY, X COTHAMMN, THICAYAMY [PY3NIIN B CITHCAHHEIE
LTAPSIE BAPYN M OTEIKCHPOBLIBAIIN B MOPE, U KAK IPABUSG ITH EAPHA
TAHIIH OT,MOPEROA CTHXMN- L TOPMA. TAK, COKPAUANIOCE WCITO 33K OB v

Barges carrying ‘enemies of the people’, slaves of the Gulag, out to sea.

Instead of discharging the disabled, sick, ‘goners’ and innocent ‘enemies of the people’, hundreds and
thousands of them were loaded onto old, written-off barges. The barges were then towed out to sea, where they

usually sank due to ‘the elements’ — in storms.” This was how the numbers of prisoners were ‘reduced’.

ries of this practise are Ithough first-hand ac e scarce: ‘Narbut’s death was incomparably
ansit camp to clean out the cesspits and that together with other invalids he was taken out to sea
was done toclear the campof . Ielieve that such things did happen. When

he was empl

which was blown up.

in Tarusa, there was an old ex-convict called Pavel who used to Without any promy me, he once
told me how he had witnessed the blowing up of a barge — first they had heard the explosion and then they had scen the barge sinking.”

Nadezhda Mandelstam, Hope Against Hope, 19%9.
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QnH N3 MHOMHX, JECAHTOB CMEPTH #3,BPAI OB HAPOZA,
BBICAMEHHBIA TYTAIOMHAKBI HA ORHHH3 [19CTbIHHBIX OCTPO-
BOBAPASIA J1/15 YMEPLYBIIERNS BE3 BOJbI A THIUYA... 7938

BIGII ROMMYHACTSI,IIPHTS R BARCTH, YCTAHOBUSTH PEMHM TEPPOPA. OHN OTHATH BCE
JIEMORPATHHECKHE NTPABA HAPDJOB POCCUN. BTI211 i COMDBE KX OCTPOBAX bbLIH
3AMOPEHD! FOMOOM J50TSIC. IEHHEIX BENOR APMUH, KASARN JJORA, KISAINHTE-
PERA.BIOR6! KYNISTA POLOANANES BbIBD3 COTEH TOICSY KPECTbIH - KUTAKOB

1, BPAIOB HAPOJIA"HA TYCTSINHBIE OCTPOBA CTPAKS! J/IA YMEPLYBIERNS [ OSIOFON...

One of the many ‘troops of death’ made up of ‘enemies of the people’ that the NKVD of the Gulag landed
on one of the barren islands of the Aral Sea - and left to die there without food or water. 1938.

the Communists came to power, they established the reign of terror. They took away all
a. In 1921, 250,000 POWs of the White Army, Cossacks from the Don,
continued during the

In 1917, wh
democratic rights from the people of Ru:
Kuban and Terek were left to starve to dcath on the Solovetsky Islands. The deportati
period of the cult of the personality, when hundreds of thousands of kulak peasants and ‘enemics of the people’

were exiled and also starved to death.
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S AL

~PORHEHBAWA, MOJIHD, HE Y5HBANH! Y MEHS JOMA
OCTAJTHCD MAJIEHBKME JETKH!
~3EMJIKD 3AXOTENIA, CEAYAL EE NTOMY44Wb OT HKBIL..

Kurapaty,” Byelorussian SSR. ‘Land for peasants.’

“Son, please don’t kill me, for the love of God! I have small children at home!”
“You want land? Here’s land for you, courtesy of the NKVD!"

utskirts of Minsk was the site of a mass killing of several thousand eivilians between 1937 and 1941, This action was
ent from the

* Kurapaty on th

n attempt by their national leaders to form a breakaway move
sites were not discovered until 1988 and, i i
has never been completely established.
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YPYHKBI B rofbl KY/IbTA IEPHOIHYECKH [IPOH3B0-
ANTHCH MACCOBbIE PACCTPEJIE! ,BPAIOB HAPOJA...

MACCOBBIE, 1POF THYECKHE OTCTPE/IbI BOMUWEBHKAMN HAYASTHCS B
20-E g6 8 YE/IOHE (4nPABTIEHHE LOSIDBEURNX TIALEPEN DLO50I0 HASHAYE-
HUS)-0TYE TYTALA. LTANNHN3M BLETJA ONTALAJICS HHTERSHEHTOB.

B30-E rogsl MACLOBSIX PENIPECCHY] STAIIS,,BPAIDB HAPUJA, B OCHOBHOM
COCTORBUINE W3 HHTENINIEHTOB, [IEPHOTHYECKH OEMAHOM E6/80FHINCE
(BBIBOIN/INC ) OT HECRO/IBKUX COT J10 THICSH YENOBER B BESNITIHIE LTENS,
TRATY 11 TYHIPY, T JE HX PACCTPEJTHBAITH CIIEUHANTIEHOIE KOMAKZ ! Yoy
HKB] 13 CTAHKOBbIX 1Y/IEMETOB.

During the Stalin era, the UFU NKVD carried out mass-executions of the ‘enemies of the people’.

Mass-executions or ‘preventative executions” by the Bolsheviks began in the 1920s in the USLON (Department
of Specialised Solovki Prison Camps), the ‘mother’ of the Gulag. Stalinism always feared the intelligentsia. In
the 19305, at the peak of the purges, hundreds and even thousands of ‘enemies of the people’, mainly
intellectuals, were coaxed or forced into the steppes, taiga, or tundra. There they were shot by the UFU
NKVD using heavy machine guns.

180



7

B KonbIMCKuX JIArEPSIX 5O/IbHBIX M CAABBIX MbUTH B bAHE H 3A-
TEM /107 ITPEJI/IOOM BbIJAYH BEJIbS YEPES JIPYIOH BbIXOA
SATOHSIJIHM T'OJTBIX M PACTIAPEHHBIX ITPH MOPO3E 50° BAJIETH HA
TPAKTOPHBIX CAHSIX M BE3JTH HA 5OJIOTA [/ 3AXOPOHEHHA...

In the Kolyma prison camps, the sick and weak were steamed in a sauna. Then — under the pretence of
returning their underwear to them at the opposite exit — they were forced into a cage, naked and steaming after
the sauna, while the temperature outside was 50° C below freczing. The cage with the prisoners was then hauled
away by tractor to a swamp, into which the bodies were thrown.
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HOHMUHHCT CHOTPETAL -
EPHAL HETHCA X, CTAPIX, [O0T0H
/i PASOTOR

NIENIPH
TP Y3HHKAN, /. HAMECTO YMEPUIHX NPH-
BO3HIH HOBBIX. THK BESOCTAHOBOYHO PASOTAVI KOHBEREP CHEPTH [/TAIA...

“The exceutioner of the Solovki Gulag prison camp, Communist Naftaly Aronovich Frenkel," viewed people as
a‘human inanimate matter’ that should be squeezed out like a lemon and then written off. In the Solovki Gulag
prison camp, the guards, following the orders of the prison authorities, made the elderly prisoners, and those
weak from starvation and hard labour, take off their clothes and lie down on snow or ice, while the temperature
outside was 35° to 40° C below freezing. This was done for the edification of the other inmates, who didn’t fulfil
their quotas. This was the lethal conveyor belt of the Gulag in action, operating non-stop.

* Frenkel (1883-1960) first came to the Solovki Gulag as a prisoner. He is often credited with inventing the ‘nourishment scale’ (the
ing of an inmate’s production; ion. Although th

ted. Hi
of Stalin and, following his carly relcase, were used across the Gulag system. Widely hated and feared, he was protected at th
levels, hief of C the White Sea Canal where, according to Solzhenitsyn he utilised b
methods without compunction: ‘We have to sque
him anymore." In 1937 he became head of BAMLag (the Baikal Amur Mainline railway camp) and was
Construction until 1945. He was awarded the Order of Lenin three times and made a Hero of Socialist Labour.

e everything out of a prisoner in the first three months - after that we don't need

“hief Directorate of Railroad



KPEMIIEBCKAE 107076/ THBIE  KPOSHKH

170 YKAa3aHn0 JIILBEPM B KOKLE 30-X 90X G408
[IPUTOBOPEHHBIX K PACCTPEJTY , BPAIOB HAPOJA
MYHIHH 1 MEHIHH PA3HOTO BOSPACTA HEITO0/I530-
BASTH B [-MOCKBE 1 I LINXAHE! /15 JIAEOPATOP -
HBIX OITBITOB 10 [IPUMEHEHND,DUB" (BOEBLIX OT-
PABIISIOLIHX BELYECTB).

The Kremlin's guinea pigs.

In the 1930s and 1940s, by order of Lavrenty Beria,’ men and women ‘enemies of the people’ of all ages, who
had been sentenced to death, were used for testing chemical weapons in laboratories in Moscow and Shikhany.




JIMKBAUTALNS SAKITIOYEHHBIX YITPAB/IEHHEM
PH3HIECKOIO YHNYTOKEHNS (IPY)HKBJ CCLP

YPY 55110 CPOPMUPDBAHHO BIAMEH YOH (YACTHOCOEOIDHASHAYEIWS,
BYK-[TTY, T.E.KAPATELHEIE) H SAHNMANOCS, COKPALEHHEM "33K0BTYIHTA
HKBJI-50/18HbIX, BHCTPOPHKOB, OTKA3IHKOB HTJ. HA CEBEPE [T0CTTE MAL-
COBbIX PACCTPENDB TPYIIb! 39K0B TONN/IN B BOSIOTAX-, 3bI6YHAX
NI 3RPSIBATH B BEYUHYI) MEP3JIOTY , AMMOHAN HHRA. TAKHE YPI
UCHONHSNO BN (BBICIWYHD MEPY HAKASAHNS ) IO IPHI DBOPAM TPOEK,
0COBbIX COBEYAHMA HT ],

The liquidation of prisoners by the Department of Physical Extermination (UFU) of the USSR's NKVD.

The UFU replaced ChONs (Specialised Units of the VChK GPU, i.e. punitive) and was in the business of
‘reducing’ the number of prisoners of the Gulag prisons via exccution by firing squad of the sick, weak, those
who refused to work, and s on. In the north of the USSR, the bodies of the executed were thrown into
swamps or buried in ammonalniks" in the permafrost. The UFU al ied out capital puni according
to sentences handed down by the NKVD ‘Troikas, special meetings, cte.

“See page 93
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/10 TPHKA3Y, OTLA BCEX HAPOAOB" H.CTAJIMHA...

1940r. PACCTPEJT 11016 CKHX O PULIEPOB B JIECAX KATL/HH.
KOMMYHHCT/ [TOCITE 3AXBATA BJIACTH B1977/ BEIMH OLIACTHEIX
HKPIITHELX [OPOJIOB OTIOPOJHIH TEFPﬂTHP/f}l/IﬂMIEMEb/XIWJ-
HEN KRACCOBSIX BPAIOB IIOL NEHHHIPAION - EBALOBEAAS /19~
TOUb,I- TOMCKOM-KOJIIRWEBD, I- CHOREHCKON -KATbIHE HTHH L.

By order of the ‘father of all peoples’, Joseph Stalin.

1940. The execution of Polish officers at Katyn Forest. After coming to power in 1917, the Communists reserved
special territories around large cities and regional centres for mass executions of ‘class enemies': Levashovskaya
Pustosh near Leningrad, Kolpashevo near Tomsk, Katyn near Smolensk and so on.

* Between April and May of 1940, approximately 22,000 Polish nationals (including 8,000 Polish officers) were exccuted in wht i now

called the Katyn Massacre. In 1943 the German army found 4,243 bodies buried in a mass grave and attempted to use t
split the all o imi the Germans crime. The Soviet Un

responsibility until 1990.




b YIOHU TYJiA TA  wosmmoe BETHUJE TAPTOKPA,
flocnie o YEPELHOIO OTCTPE/IA, BPAIGB HAPOJ

0 o e

Nonpurasy mutncTrA MBI CCCP Mapwiania Ll BEPHS PACCTPERSTHHBIE, A TAKME YN
[TIPOTBIKATIHES WTBIKOM B CEPZLE,H 0/10BbI ZbIPABAINCS KOHTPOJIbHBIMM BbICTPEI
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~[179-HKB] TAAAHTIINBBIA SYUTENS TECTANO N BOACKCC...
ABTOMATOB B KO/IBIMCKHX JIArEPSX [Y/IAVA ...

Daily life of the Gulag. The favourite child of the party bureaucracy, the VChK, GPU, and NKVD, gifted
mentor of the Gestapo and the SS.
After an execution of ‘enemies of the people’ by the firing squad in the Kolyma Gulag prison camps.

By order of the Minister of the MVD of the USSR, Marshal Lavrenty Beria," as a ‘preventive measure’,
prisoners who were exceuted or died of natural causes were stabbed in the heart with a bayonet and shot in

the head by the UFU of the NKVD. This was done so that ‘the living did not pretend to be dead’.
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The Settling of Scores Inside Camps




Razborki (the settling of scores) took place among Gulag prisoners for any number of
reasons: to gain easier labour; for better clothes or footwear; for a better seat in the canteen
orat an event in the camp; for a better bunk; or for reasons of an ‘ideological’ nature. These
violent rasborki were often initiated by criminals belonging to the ‘suit’ (caste) of
thieves, who claim leadership among the prisoners, and always considered themselves
as having the highest status in the camp hierarchy. Scores were settled through fights,
the infliction of severe injuries and killings.

Following the abolition of the death penalty for murder in the Supreme Council of the
USSR’s decree of 26th May 1947, there was a dramatic escalation of razborki within the
camps. The most hardened thieves who had no hope of release (those serving sentences
of twenty-five years or more), took to murdering bytoviks (prisoners who had committed
crimes but were not part of the criminal world); knowing they’d be sent away for five or
six months ‘rest’ to an investigatory prison while the killing was looked into (those
under investigation were better fed).

T met many of these ‘murderers on holiday’ at various prisons: Khabarovsk, Chita, Ulan-
Ude, Irkutsk, Taishet and Krasnoyarsk. They were happy with their situation, even
smiling and bragging about it, ‘Nachalnik (chief), 1 don’t care, I have twenty-five years
in front of me. Fuck it, I'll hang around here for five or six months, then after the trial
P'll go back to my zona (camp or prison) or another one. I'll kill any fraer (‘outsider’) if
it’s necessary. It's as casy as getting my fingers wet when I piss.’ For this type of
heavyweight criminal, killing a person meant nothing — this was the scum that the
Communists were attempting to change. The decrees of 4th June 1947 made crimes
concerning ‘protection of a citizen’s personal property’ and ‘theft of state and common
property’ carry a mandatory twenty or twenty-five year sentence. Razborki quickly
became extremely bloody and merciless, as convicted criminals had little left to lose.

These decrees split the criminal world into two irreconcilable camps. To survive in
Gulag conditions with such long sentences some criminals from the ‘thieves suit’ began
to with the camp’s ini ion, taking trusted positions inside the camp.
They became stock keepers in clothing, footwear and vegetable warehouses; took jobs
as blacksmiths, drivers, librarians — anything to prevent them from being sent to work
at the hard labour sites, where mining, logging and heavy construction work meant life
expectancy was short.

The other part of the ‘thieves suit’ continued their customary conflict with the
administration. Ignoring the camp rules they refused to work to produce the norm
required by the plan, and they were duly punished. According to the thieves’ law they must
not work, or be obliged to work, but live only by criminal means. This elite, ‘ideological’
group of thieves began calling the other group (those who cooperated with the
administration, abandoning the thieves’ law) ‘bitches’. Over the years the number of
“bitches’ grew as their work for the administration allowed them to survive, but their
characters didn’t change — they were still society’s parasites, who continued to commit
robberies, murders and other crimes.

“The prison and camp authorities were keen to reduce the quantity of inmates. To this
end they would deliberately place criminals of opposite ‘suits’ together in the same cell.
Packed with two or three times more inmates than they could hold, the fighting in these
common cells was fatal. Once the administration decided there were enough dead and
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seriously injured, they would intervene, taking the bodies to the mortuary and the
wounded to the prison hospital.

In the 1950s I witnessed the results of these clashes in transition prisons in Suchan
(renamed Arseniev), Irkutsk, Krasnoyarsk, Omsk and Kirov (Viatka). These wars between
‘ideological’ thieves and ‘bitches’ were led by ‘commanders” on both sides. The fights
in the camp zones of the Khabarovsky region, Irkutsky region, Bratsky region (where the
hydropower plants were built), Krasnoyarsk region and the Norilsk region, regularly
resulted in up to a hundred injured or dead.

When groups of prisoners were transported in lorries, rail carriages or by foot, the
guards always separated thieves from ‘bitches’, while other types of criminals, including
the political prisoners, remained neutral during these ‘wars’. The situation was the
same inside the camps. When a new group of prisoners arrived, they were immediately
lined up outside and separated: one of the administration’s seniors would shout, “Thieves
to the right! Bitches to the left! Muzhiks, fraers stay were you are!’ Then they would be
taken to the separate barracks according to their ‘suits’. ‘Local fencing’ constructed from
barbed wire usually separated their respective areas within the camp. During this
exceptionally cruel period, if a thief or a ‘bitch’ happened to find himself in the barrack
of the wrong ‘suit’, it always meant kranty (death).

The fights, injuries and deaths caused by these warring factions became a huge
hindrance, preventing camps from achieving the norm required by the plan —which was
of paramount importance to the administration. In particular the ‘thieves in law’
(legitimate thieves) and their minions were a real obstruction. Many senior camp chiefs
complained to the heads of the Gulag and MVD, pointing out the growing numbers of
thieves ‘in authority’ who refused to work, while the plan quotas continued to be based
simply on the number of prisoners a camp held. To this effect the MVD Minister Beria,
with the agreement from the CPSU Central Committee’s Politburo, took the decision
to liquidate the ‘thieves in law’ and their associates. He issued an order to move them
to seven camps in the Sverdlovsk (Ekaterinburg) region, which had been specially
formed in 1949. The camp chiefs did this with great relief.

When I worked in Leningrad prison No. 1: ‘Kresty’, two of my fellow guards, Vanya
Mikhailov and Sasha Fiodoroy, told me the following story about their time at these camps.
In early summer 1949 they were sent to Sverdlovsk, where they guarded a camp from high
observation towers. They were told it contained especially dangerous thieves and criminal
‘authorities’ who had been imprisoned there to help them correct their ways.

They later found out that all seven camps held between 20,000 to 25,000 prisoners,
brought from various regions of the USSR. This particular camp did not have a production
zone like other camps, so the prisoners did not work. While Mikhailov and Fiodorov were
there another 300 or 400 prisoners were brought in, making a total of around 3,500 in their
camp. Inevitably, the ‘score settling’ started — mass fights began for leadership of the camp.
Criminals from Sverdlovsk attacked those from Chelyabinsk, while criminals from
Irkutsk attacked those from Vorkuta; there were fights between Khabarovsk and Omsk,
Krasnoyark and Mordova, Kolyma and Moscow, Kiev and Kazan, Tashkent and Novosibirk.
They started in the barracks, then spread to two canteen buildings. Day and night the
fights raged, becoming increasingly violent until they reached massacre proportions.
Prisoners were chasing each other with any kind of weapon they could find: bricks, iron
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bars, even wooden planks torn from their bunks.

A special team from a neighbouring camp consisting of forty or so muzhiks-bytoviks
(everyday criminals) with short sentences, were brought in to load the dead onto lorries.
The wounded were ignored. The criminals didn’t stop, every day they continued to kill
one another. All this could clearly be seen from the observation towers, but the camp
administration did nothing. One night the prisoners started a fire in the canteen, they
burnt their barracks, and then a food depot. The fire brigade were not called.

The starvation began in the camp zone. Any food remaining after the depot had
been burned soon ran out. It was then that the thieves began to eat each other, larger groups
chasing smaller ones, as if they were hunting. They gathered pieces of scrap wood and
boiled the human flesh in any saucepan they could find that had survived the fire. Many
criminals died of wounds, injuries and starvation. About 100 were ultimately saved from
death by the camp’s chief administration.

Those who buried the dead were disgusted as they handled the half eaten bodies with
muscles cut out. Through November and December of 1949 the rest of the frozen
corpses of the ‘thieves in law’ were removed. They had been the second ‘shadow’
authority in the camps, preventing the other prisoners from completing their quotas
because of their ‘score settling’. The ‘bitches’ were not eliminated, they had found
common ground with the administration, working to complete the plan, while saving
themselves at the same time. The dead were buried in mass graves in the camp
cemeteries, their bodies covered with chlorine lime for sanitation reasons.

The typical cause of death on any coroner’s report from a Gulag camp was either heart
or kidney failure. This standard diagnosis covered every eventuality, for example: if the
inmate had been killed in a fight; during a beating; while attempting to escape; or if they
were political prisoners killed on the orders of the NKVD-MGB or by an in-camp
criminal ‘authority’.

NKVD-MVD instructions demanded that every corpse be labelled before it left the
mortuary. The prisoner’s camp number was written in soft pencil on a six by eight
centimetre label of thick cardboard, which was then attached by cord or wire to the big
toe of each body. This process was undertaken in case of future exhumation, the pencil
graphite kept well in damp soil.

The same NKVD-MVD instruction obliged the guards at the camp checkpoint to ‘hole-
punch’ the dead before releasing them from the zone. A sharpened hammer was used
to pierce the skulls and chests of the bodies. Only after a corpse had been punched could
it be registered in the camp journal. Some time ago the leader of the world proletariat
claimed that ‘Accounting and control is the essence of socialist transformation’, [Lenin
1929] while the Gulag inmates used to say, “They hole-punch our brains so the dead
prisoner doesn’t think he’s still alive’.

MVD Minister Lavrenty Beria had a good grasp of psychology, he knew the mentality
of the criminal ‘authorities’ and ‘legitimate’ thieves: their self-centred nature, their
naked lust for leadership that manifested itself in this display of inconceivable cruelty.
His calculation that these rivals would tear each other apart was deadly accurate.
Following this unprecedented incident people believed the criminal world was capable
of destroying itself, if the right conditions were created for it to happen. This was proven
in the Sverdlovsk camps; Beria’s initiative struck a serious blow to the criminal world.
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I spent thirty-three years working for the NKVD (People’s Commissariat for Internal
Affairs), the MVD (Ministry of Internal Affairs) and the Bureau of Criminal Investigation
of the GUVD (State Directorate for Internal Affairs), retiring in July 1981. As a former
employee of these law-enforcement authorities, I have always been interested in the
connection between the ideology of the criminal world and our socialist society, and would
like to share my thoughts and observations.

In February 1967 I visited Ivan Belyaev, an old army friend of mine who lived in
Irkutsk. Here I met a distant relative of his wife’s —a vor v zakone (thief in law) Golovin,
alias Golova (Head), who was about twenty years older than me. At that time, Golova was
still a sturdy old man of square build, medium height, rather well-groomed, with a
round head and greying hair. I could see well-drawn tattoos of thieves’ symbols on his
wrists. This old and experienced ‘thief in law’ had spent thirty-one years — almost half
of his life, in places of detention.

Golova’s language was full of words and expressions from thieves’ jargon. I spent four
days talking to him and taking notes. He was born in a big village called Aleksandrovskoe,
home to the Aleksandrovskaya Central Hard-Labour Prison, well-known all over Siberia,
situated about thirty kilometres from Irkutsk.

As he talked about his village, he sang me a verse from a song which I'd first heard
at the October Revolution Orphanage for Family Members of Traitors of the Motherland,
where I was placed after my father, Sergei Petrovich Baldaey, a veteran scholar-folklore
specialist and ethnographer had been arrested:

Far away in Irkutsk land

Between two gigantic cliffs

Aleksandrovsky Central

Lies behind high wall of bricks

Tens of th ds of ‘class enemies’ were elimi d in Alek drovsky Central, and
their corpses buried in the forest a short distance from this gloomy establishment.
Golova told me that in czarist days his father had served a sentence there for horse-stealing.
He was released under surveillance and married a girl from the neighbouring village of
Khomutovo. Before 1917 Golova’s father found him a job as a stonemason, but after
meeting the local thieves, Golova quit work and stepped onto the criminal path. He took
pride in being a thief by birth and becoming a ‘thief in law’, which meant that he didn't
work in prison. He was a pakhan (criminal boss) in the camps of Siberia, Primorie and
Kolyma. Although he’d had no academic education, he was quite a well-read person, gifted
by nature, with an original, sharp mind and vivid interest in the country’s political life.

At his house I saw a small library and various newspapers and magazines: Pravda, The
Atheist, Health Magazine, Krestyanka (Peasant Woman), Political Self-Education, etc.
He explained to me that his passion for reading had developed in the Gulag camps.
Golova spoke with a certain pride, even bravado, about the authorities of Dalstroy and
other camps and their deferential and respectful attitude toward ‘thieves in law’ (legitimate
thieves); let alone toward the camps’ pakhans who, after the administration, were
practically the zone’s masters. According to him the legitimate thieves were an invaluable
help in the completion and over-completion of the Gulag’s production plans. They
made ‘hanger-backs’, muzhiks and frayer-kontriks (political prisoners), work as much
as the authorities needed and at any time — even when the temperature was sixty below.
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The bugry (top men) in the camps were usually the criminals. They did no work
themselves, but made the other convicts work by threatening their health and lives.

Golova knew I worked for the authorities, and he liked that I was a keen listener. During
our conversations he questioned his own past, and I could feel that this old offender was
depressed by his lonely life. Listed below are the ‘philosophical’ conclusions that he had
come to about the hierarchy in the criminal world. To him I represented the authoritics
and was a member of the Communist Party, so he often used the words ‘you’ and ‘us’

1. In the ‘big zone’ (the Soviet Union), you have the general secretary, the most
important pakhan (criminal boss) — head of the socialist camp and of the Politburo of
the Central Committee of the Communist Party of the Soviet Union, which consists of
very big pakhans. They all get help upholding their ‘suit’ (power) from MVD, MGB
(Ministry of State Security) and the army. Everyone is scared of them, and if anyone steps
out of line — he’ll be put against the wall. They can imprison or kill a hundred million
people, and nobody will object or dare say a word.

In our ‘small zone’ (the camp) we also have our main camp pakhan from the ‘first five’,
these ‘first five’ are like your Politburo. None of the prisoners will ever dare say anything
to them, and those who dissent will immediately be brutally beaten or killed by the
thieves ‘suit’ in the prison, whether it’s two or three brigades or half a barrack.

2. You have your Central Committee, the pakhans reporting to Politburo and its
Secretary General. Our version of this are the urki (authoritative ‘legitimate’ thieves),
who are not in the ‘first five’ pakhans.

3. You have the Supreme Council. We thieves, have this kind of ‘council’ too. It
consists of kodly (less authoritative thieves) who report to the pakhans.

4. Then you have your Council of Ministers. We have the same type of ‘council of
ministers’ consisting of khevra (even less authoritative thieves) who hold the positions
of bugry (gang leaders) in the working brigades of convicts.

5. Your C ist Party organises and ies, where different
resolutions are discussed and various decisions are made. We thieves discuss our
business at pakhans meetings in Moscow, Leningrad and Tashkent, and ‘assemblies’ of
‘thieves in law’ in camps and colonies.

6. Your Secretary General and members of the Politburo have their bodyguards. Our
‘big pakhans’ have their ‘flunkies’ (thieves’ guards and skivvies).

7. Your Communist Party (apart from grass roots) makes the workers, farmers and
intelligentsia work their arses off for them. We, ‘thieves in law’, also make ‘thieves’
muzhiks’ (convicts who give away a certain percentage of their proceeds to thieves) and
other prisoners in the zone work for us.

8. Your Communist Party (apart from grass roots) takes away from workers and
farmers everything they produce. We ‘thieves in law’, also take away from prisoners in
camps: clothes, shoes, food parcels, anything we like.

9. Your Communist Party (apart from grass roots) taxes the intelligentsia, the workers,
and the farmers. We, the camp’s pakhans, also make the working brigades pay the
“Abyssinian tax’ [a ‘protection’ payment].

10. Your Communist Party (apart from grass roots), after taking away everything the
workers have produced, distribute it how they like. We, ‘thieves in law’, after taking away
the prisoners nice clothes, shoes and food parcels, distribute them how we like.
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11. You call your people ‘members of the Communist Party’. We call thieves blatnye.

12. Your C ist Party has its own ions. We, (“ ') thieves, have
our ‘thieves’ law’ (not many people are aware of it, even if they work for law-enforcement
authorities). These are its rules:

2) to estrange oneself from one’s family — mother, father, sisters and brothers.

b) itis forbidden to have a family of one’s own (no wife, no children), but only to have
mistresses — they should have names lke: ‘barukha’, ‘blksz' ‘dyrka (ahole), ‘marukha’,
5 ’ (asi ‘soska’ ([ ’, ‘shkura’ (a pelt), etc.
¢) itis forbidden to work anywhere, you may only lwe from the proceeds of a life of crime.

Golova has known this ‘thieves’ law’ since before the 1917 October Revolution, and
‘raised’ many young thieves to follow these rules.

13. Golova also told me how both outside and inside the camp, pakhans send their
“flunkies’ to the “cunning little house’ (Police Operational Unit) to find out what the
authorities’ plans are, and the identities of moles in prisons and police departments.

14. He also told me about the existence of the thieves’ secret mail (similar to the
Communist Party government top secret post), which is used to deliver information on
prisoner transport, moles and secret orders around the Gulag, etc.

Golova compared the thieves ‘communal’ money box to the beneficial association of
the Trade Union and the Communist Party; and thieves’ ‘sons’ and ‘kids’ to pioneers and
members of the K 1 (C ist Youth Or isation). He insisted that
Communist Party jargon was very similar to the thieves jargon known as fenia. Flipping
through the pages of the Poliical Self-Education magazine, he called this once-popular
C Party publi a “Political Self-Besotter’. He boiled over at the stupidity
of regular citizens, who at their meetings, rallies and lectures parroted the ‘shit” peddied
by the Communist Party pakhans. He took pleasure in telling me how prisoners brutalised
political officers from the camp’s Cultural and Educational Unit during their political
lectures. He then continued:

15. You have regional, territorial and provincial committees in your ‘big zone’, the ones
that hold the local power. In our ‘small zone’ we thieves have those who hold the ‘suit’
(power) in residential barracks, prisoners’ brigades, units, industrial territories, canteens,
warehouses, hospitals, etc. In the camp the thieves’ categories are: ‘centre’, ‘trump’ and
“cool’. All the prisoners are scared of them, and not a single muzhik or kontrik (political
prisoner) will ever dare to go against them.

16. Your Communist Party consists of lower sections: Communist Party groups,
bureaus, committees. We thieves have something similar: ‘thieves’ families’ consisting
of polozhnyaki (middle ranking thieves), v predelakl (a thief with authority within the
“family’), khavalshiki (gullible ones) and shesterkas (literally ‘sixes’: flunkies).

17. You, the Communists, have your prosecutor’s office, people’s court, MVD, MGB,
i.e. your punitive state agencies. Within the camp we have such ‘agencies’ too: betushnye
(thieves who know the ‘thieves’ law well, ﬂnd who have never broken it) are our

and judges at th dely (those without order,
lawless) and gulivany (heads) are our MGB, the boytsy (blokes) and borsye (greyhounds)
punish prisoners for not obeying the betushnye (‘honest’ thieves) or not respecting
decisions made at the ‘assemblies’, or simply when they feel like it. We also have our
executors of capital punishment — the mochily (assassins). When they receive an order
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from the camp’s pakhan, they will kill anyone, from ordinary prisoners to a superintendent
or supervisor.

According to Golova, the only ‘service’ lacking in prison is a special unit like that of
the MGB which hires girls from the age of eighteen. He found out about this practise
from a former MGB employee named Krasik. Krasik told him about his work at the MGB,
where they select girls discerningly, like at a ballet school. The candidate must be
beautiful and slim. They measure her hips, waist and bust according to specific standards,
and then she undergoes a strict medical check-up. The Operational Units of MGB
meticulously check her political loyalty, close and distant relatives, friends, acquaintances
and Komsomol references. Then the candidate for these ‘special services’ is made to sign
a i ialif (about discle of State secrets). After all this, the girl
is sent to a special institution outside Moscow. Here she is taught the basics of working
for the Intelligence Services, as well as a comprehensive course in sexual practises. After
completing their training, these girls become state prostitutes with decent salaries and
special benefits.

They ‘serve’ the paklans of the Communist Party during their revelries at the closed
and strictly guarded dachas. The ‘state sluts’, who are under secret instructions, don’t
know each other. Al these girls have ‘cover papers’ saying that they are employed by
scientific institutions, etc. They are rarely ‘uncovered’, even their families will have no
idea what kind of ‘special state service” their daughter is engaged in. According to the
‘agreement’, these women have no right to marry until they are thirty-five years old. When
they reach that age, they ‘retire’ and live off a pension. If the ‘slut’ has completed her
working period from the age of cighteen until she is thirty-five, she can be transferred
to other services in the armed units of the Communist Party.

Tasked Golova how Krasik was so familiar with these ‘special state services’. He replied,
“The former MGB employee Krasik had worked for a few years as a guard at the house
of one such Communist Party rat, who’d ‘retired’ and was working at the regional
committee of the pakhan party.’

18. You have stars, medals, different badges. We don’t wear this kind of bauble unless
we're on a job where we need this masquerade. But we also have our marks of distinction
— tattoos, and everyone must ‘answer” to the thieves for his tattoos. For example, none
of the muzhiks, fraers (dummies, outsiders) and other non-thieves has the right to wear
the following tattoos: a cross, a church or a monastery with domes and crosses, an eagle,
alion, a tiger, Jesus Christ, archangels, Saints, Our Lady, angels, czarist heraldry, or a
skull (a symbol of fearlessness and loyalty to ‘thieves’ laws’). Sometimes a non-thief,
outsider with ‘self-appointed tattoos ends up in prison. He will first be asked by the thieves
whether he can answer for his tattoos. If he can’t, he’ll be beaten up, and then made to
remove the tattoos using sandpaper, glass, a knife or another sharp item.

19. You have the so-called political officers. In the Gulag camps they are called
‘priests’, ‘shamans’, fuflogons (rubbish-talkers) and are supposed to preach to us thieves
and other prisoners. We also have those who teach young thieves our ‘thieves’ laws’ and
‘rules’. They are the old ‘thieves in law’.

20. Different non-party people support and believe in your Communist Party. We,
thieves, also have our non-blatnye who have a fellow feeling for us: ‘kenty” (mates), kiriukhi
(fellow countrymen).
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21. You expel members from the Communist Party for different misdeeds. We make
decisions at the ‘assembly’ to relegate certain ‘thieves in law’. We call ours yershi (ruff
fish), you call yours lishenets partbileta (bereft of party membership).

22. In your Communist Party, Politburo or Central Committee, there is often an
ideological fight between the top pakhans of the Party. In the camps we also have this kind
of fight among our thieves’ pakhans. Thieves transferred from Moscow, Leningrad,
Sverdlovsk, Novosibirsk, Krasnoyarsk or from Irkutsk, all have their own pakhans who
kill one another fighting for power — krutiat kranty (to the death). I remember how in
Kraslag, Tayshetlag and in the Kolyma camps you could end up with thirty, fifty or even
a hundred shmuriki (dead bodies) in two days. Us ‘thieves in law’, fight over power exactly
like you do in your Communist Party.

23. In all their years of power, the Communists have always had ‘class enemies’
whom they would shoot incessantly. We ‘thieves in law’ have also always had our enemies
— suki (bitches: those who'd stepped away from ‘thieves’ laws’ and ‘rules’). We showed
them no mercy.

24. Prisoners in camps used to be divided into three ‘suits’: thieves, muzhiks and suki.
The thieves and the suki were in a deadly feud with each another. Suki detached
themselves from ideynye (committed) thieves after a new decree had been issued by the
PVS (Presidium of the Supreme Soviet) of the USSR on the 4th June 1947, stating new
sentences of up to twenty-five years. To survive in the Gulags, they would work for the
camp administration, never clashing with them, unlike ideynye thieves. Often they
landed good jobs, working as aides in medical units, stock keepers, etc. Sometimes the
thieves zone would attack the suki zone, and vice versa. If a thief accidentally found himself
in the zone or cell of the suki, that would be the end of him, and of course, a suka would
be killed in the thieves’ zone or cell. Everything is just as you have it in your Communist
Party when it comes to the ‘class struggle’.

25. According to Golova, the whole society of the Soviet Union resembles a woodpile.
‘There are those who are on the top, others in the middle and some at the very bottom.
The ones at the top are the main pakhans — the Secretary General, the members of the
Politburo of the Communist Party Central Committee. Below them are the Ministries
pakhans, lower still are all the regional, territorial, city and area committees’ pakhans.
Gulag prisoners hold exactly the same positions in their environment.

"This old recidivist, a ‘thief in law’, said that he’d done a lot of thinking and had come
to the conclusion that the two power structures were identical, the Communist Party in
‘the big zone’ and the thieves in ‘the small zone’. He was convinced that if he had
studied more when he was young, he would have become a big pakhan in the Party. He
would be eating Communist Party food, and living in a luxurious, expensively furnished
city apartment, with a dacha in an idyllic place, complete with domestic workers and guards.
Just like the pakhans from the Irkutsk Regional Committee — he considered himself to
be no worse than them.
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Forms of Humiliation, Torture and Murder Practised in the Gulag




Bantik-krantik (bantik ‘bow tie’ and krantik diminutive of kranty ‘finished, done in’)
The strangulation of a victim with a towel at night.

Vecherniy zvon lokham (vesper chimes for dupes)
Following roll-call, after the guards had locked the barrack doors, the oppressed prisoners
of the camp would be battered by the privileged criminals. The battering is a form of
punishment for various offenses, carried out by the otritsalovka (literally ‘deniers’) — the
most aggressive group of thieves.

V Iyagushku sazhat (to do the frog)
A form of torture whereby the victim is made to sit on the floor with his arms and legs
stuck in the sleeves of a jacket, and the back of the jacket flipped over his head. The vietim
is then kicked or beaten with a heavy object across the back and head.

Vylozhenny, vykholoshchenny rusak (gelded rusak ‘Russophile’)
A convict who has been castrated at night in the barracks as a punishment for the
murder of a person of Asian descent by the compatriots of the murdered. After castration,
the perpetrators do not kil the victim for moral reasons, or for fear their sentences will
be prolonged, or even for fear of execution by the authorities. The administration never
made these cases public. The culprits were put in isolation cells and the victim was
hospitalised. If the victim died, it was written off with a ‘standard’ cause of death: renal
failure, heart attack, etc.

Dat petukhu pendelya (to kick a rooster)
For breaching thieves’ and prison law, it is customary to kick the outcasts (the lowest rank
of prisoners). The thieves’ law forbids touching the outcast so as not to be defiled.

Zhit sovdepu/sovku vredno! (life’s no bed of roses for a sovok! Sowvok is a derogatory
term for a person with a Soviet mentality)
A phrase uttered to a newly arrived inmate as a warning before beating takes place for a
breach of thieves’ and prison laws, rules and etiquette.

Zagnat mokhnorylogo petukha v sortir (to lock a yly - literally ‘cunt-face’ —
rooster in the outhouse; mokhnoryly is a base criminal, usually a rapist)
A prisoner who was sentenced for child molesting would be locked up in an outhouse for
the entire work day. Other prisoners would then sodomise the victim or force him to
perform oral sex. Usually the mokhnoryly would commit suicide after such humiliations.

Zadelat turetsky shashlyk (to make a Turkish kebab)
1. The impalement by privileged prisoners of an informer on a pike or a crowbar
hammered into ground (or frozen into it). 2. The impalement of a political prisoner with
the consent of the prison authorities as a form of deterrent for other political prisoners.

Zadrochke raskovyryat tselku (to pop a slut’s cherry)
Group defloration in a female prison for minors of a scorned victim, performed by
authoritative inmates by pushing a toothbrush case, a spoon, etc. into the vagina.

Za nakolki otvechaesh? (can you vouch for your tattoos?)
A question addressed by authoritative prisoners to newly arrived inmates. Each prisoner
is responsible for his tattoos, because they must represent his true position in the
criminal hierarchy. If any of his tattoos do not correspond to his rank, he is forced — under
penalty of severe torture or death — to remove them with a knife, sandpaper, or a piece
of glass. Refusals result in the most severe battering for imposture.

Zapodolit govnoedku (to shame the shit-eater)

b,
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A widespread form of humiliation for shunned prisoners in female prisons for minors.
‘The victim’s skirt is pulled up and tied over her head. Then her underpants are taken
off and the victim is seated in snow, a puddle, mud, or a plot of stinging nettles.

Zaryadit kankan za zapadlo (to dance a cancan for breaching [the thieves’ law])
A heinous form of execution carried out by authoritative prisoners, widespread in
northern Gulag prison camps. The victim is stripped naked and his feet are cut off. Then
they are forced to dance, while the perpetrators poke him with knives and crowbars which
have been heated up in the barracks stove. The execution ends when the victim falls on
the floor and a crowbar is inserted two feet deep, into his anus. Sometimes the crowbar
is inserted deeper, until it appears at the throat.

Za svoi slova otvechaesh? (can you back that up?)
A question addressed to a prisoner by the inmates. According to the thieves’ law, a
prisoner must answer to the authoritative criminals for every word or phrase he says. In
remote northern prison camps, where idle talk is inadmissible, serious injuries or even
murders can occur as a result of a rash insult. Because of this law convicts from the south
or west of Russia, including many so-called tough racketeers, are mortally afraid of
ending up in a northern or Siberian prison.

Zakhotel letet, perdet i kakat? (feel like flying, farting, and shitting?)
A warning to an underage victim by low-life or lumpen peers in specialised prisons for
juveniles before a cruel punishment. The punishment involves beating up the victim,
shoving him inside a bedside cupboard, and throwing it out of a window or off the roof
of a building. The perpetrators then rush to observe the outcome of their execution.

7 i (to icka ; lokh or fraer ‘uniniti outsider’)
By an order of authoritative criminals, as a punishment for an offence, the handle of a
broom or mop is inserted into the anus to a depth of up to ten inches. The other end is
tied to the victim’s feet, preventing him or her from getting up from the floor. This torture
was widespread in Gulag prisons for both men and women. Such cruel tortures were never
used in hard labour prisons during the ‘cursed czarist regime’.

Indijsky krant (the Indian krant; from kranty ‘finished, done in’)
A form of execution of a criminal using a hacksaw, by direct order of an authoritative

criminal, or as a result of a criminal council.

Karandash zasunut (to stick a pencil up)
An execution of a criminal by inserting a crowbar, or the stick of a broom or mop, into
the anus to a depth of up to two feet by direct order of an authoritative criminal, as a result
of a criminal council, or by order of prison authorities (against political prisoners). This
form of torture became widespread in the Gulag prisons after the decree of the Presidium
of the Supreme Council of the USSR of 26th May 1947, which abolished the death
penalty for murder of one or more people.

Krugovoe poluchalovo (round robin beating up)
Mutual beating of inmates in a prison cell, ordered by an authoritative criminal as
punishment; the manifestation of the ‘one for all’ principle (when everybody is responsible
for one person’s misdeeds). The misdeeds may include failure to overdo the labour quota,
production of defective goods, slow work, etc. The authoritative criminal personally
beats those who do not demonstrate enough enthusiasm in beating their fellow cellmates
and kicks them with heavy boots, punches them, or hits them with a stick or a toilet plunger.
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Lek s gemoglobinom i kvasom (a lek with hemoglebin and keas; lek ‘oral sex between
women’, kvas ‘bread drink” made from black or rye bread)
Aform of humiliation in prisons for women. Under the threat of a beating, an authoritative
thief forces the shunned inmates (zadrochkas, zadryuchkas, suchonkas) to lick her
menstrual blood.

Napyalit trusy na tykou (to pull a pair of panties over the melon)
A form of punishment or entertainment whereby authoritative criminals in women’s
prisons put a pair of underpants on the head of a shunned inmate, then beat her with
brooms or wet, twisted bed sheets, until she is covered in bruises.

0 N i i/ i/ i (to swap brides)
An exchange by authoritative female criminals, active lesbians, of their passive partners
for a few sessions of intercourse. As a token of friendship, authoritative thieves exchange
their passive lesbian partners like slaves for a short time, or until either the active or the
passive lesbian is discharged from prison. Afterwards passive lesbians are often unwilling
to live with a man, as they believe that only a woman can properly satisfy another woman.

Obmenyatsa petukhami (to swap roosters)
As a token of friendship, criminals in prisons exchange their passive homosexual partners
with other privileged, active Natural passive are particularly
valuable, due to their appealing feminine physique and ‘woman’s soul’.

Oserebrit (to silver-plate someone)
A punishment whereby mercury from two or three broken thermometers, stolen from the
prison hospital, is forced down the throat of an offending criminal. A long, drawn-out death,
sometimes lasting for years, is inevitable.

Otmorozhenny, otmorozok podnarnik (lame-brained, moronic; also an extremist)
A convicted racketeer, a pawn and a goon. When out of prison, he prefers to wear a
raspberry-coloured jacket and a long black overcoat. [These raspberry-coloured jackets
are considered to be a uniform of the ‘New Russians’ who emerged after perestroika. Their
lifestyle is generally characterised by bad taste and a love of ostentation. Outside the prison
they have power and use it to get their own way, but inside they are mocked and
humiliated.] He is not familiar with the thieves’ law, rules, and etiquette. Because of his
presumptuous behaviour and other misdeeds, he is beaten and becomes an outcast.

Otkhodit zadrochku skrutkoy (to beat up a slut with a twister)
Beating of a shunned female prisoner with a wet, twisted bed sheet.

Pechenku otbit (to beat the liver)
A form of punishment whereby the victim is kicked in the stomach area. The punishment
is usually inflicted for disobeying the pakhan (an authoritative thief), for a breach of the
thieves’ law and rules, or for a denunciation. The NKVD, KGB, etc., also ordered
common criminals to carry out such beatings on political prisoners.

Podarit/prodat svoego petukha (to give as a gift/sell one’s rooster)
In the Gulag prison system, an authoritative pakhan who kept several passive homosexuals
as a harem could sell or give one or two of them as a gift to another authoritative pakhan,
or exchange them for an object that caught his fancy.

Poimet vetochku (to get a twig)
A sadistic card game in which the winner cuts off the loser’s finger or toe (usually the
little finger or toe, depending on their preliminary agreement), in the presence of other
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prisoners as witnesses.

Poimet pelmen (to get a dumpling)
“To win an ear or both ears, cutting them off the loser in front of other prisoners who act
as witnesses. The wounds are usually powdered with hot ashes from the barracks stove.

Poimet faru (to get a headlamp)
Asadistic card game, in which the winner carves out the loser’s eye with a knife or pulls
it out with his fingers in the presence of other prisoners as witnesses. Usually, prisoners
who have lost everything, including their clothing, will bet one of their eyes. The eye is
then placed on the table for everyone to see. Criminals use such cruel games to
demonstrate their strength of spirit, their mercilessness and the sacredness of debt in
card games in the criminal world.

Prikryt myakotyu dykh (to cover one’s throat with flesh)
"To strangle an unwanted prisoner by direct order of an authoritative criminal or as a result
of a criminal council. The victim’s mouth and nose are covered with a palm, while other
prisoners hold the victim’s arms and legs. This method was also used for murdering
political prisoners. They were then written off with a ‘standard’ cause of death: renal failure,
stroke, ete.

Progret trebukhu (to warm up the intestines)
An extreme form of execution reserved for delinquent prisoners in the Gulag, whercby
the victim is forced onto his hands and knees and a red-hot crowbar is inserted into his
rectum, while the criminals (the pakhan’s minions) hold him down.

Prichka-khimichka priletnaya (a ‘chemist” homing pigeon)
A convicted woman who has escaped from a construction site for fear of being raped,
‘mugged, or beaten by male ex-convicts (‘chemists’). She then chooses to return to the
woman’s prison to finish her term, even though she had been on parole for good behaviour
or over-fulfilling the quota.

Rasbit faneru (to crack the plywood)
Breaking the victim’s chest with a hammer. This form of torture was often practised in
juvenile prisons, where children of the lumpen proletariat would maim the shunned
teenagers.

Saechki (literally ‘bread rolls’)
Methodical beatings of an out of favour convict in prison. The victim was hit, kicked, or
punched in the stomach, liver, kidneys, solar plexus, head, or testicles. Also widespread
in specialised institutions for difficult children and juvenile prisons, and practised by
children of the lumpen proletariat.

Svoim petukhom ugostit (1o treat someone to one’s rooster)
In the Gulag prison system, an authoritative pakhan would offer his ‘slave’ - his personal
(young and handsome) passive homosexual, as a token of friendship or respect, to any
other privileged active homosexual for one or two sessions of intercourse.

Sdelat lastochku (to do a swallow)
“To throw an out of favour prisoner from a top floor window by order of the pakhan or by
mutual agreement of a group of criminals.

Sotvorit kosyak (to force a kosyak ‘mistake’)
1. To provoke (through deception) an out of favour prisoner to breach the thieves” law
in prison. 2. To find compromising information in the biography of a non-authoritative
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prisoner: in the 1 or C ist Party; service in the police
forces; being a ‘presser” in the ‘press-hut’ [‘anti-social’ convicts would be driven into
‘pressing-huts’, where the ‘pressers’ - specially selected criminals — ‘applied the method
of Leninist physical persuasion’, beating and raping them until they were ‘completely
broken’. The ‘pressers’ were well-fed from other prisoners’ food parcels and not made
to do any work. If after his release a ‘presser’ offended again and ended up in a part of
the zone where his former activities were known, his life was made a living hell. He would
not usually survive for very long]; a passive homosexual; a record in a psychiatric
institution; a former political prisoner; etc.

Sunut bolt, chtoby politzhopa poumnela (to stick a bolt in, in order to make a political
arse smarter)
An act of forcible sodomy performed by common criminals by order of the NKVD. The
victims were enemies of the people and contras who refused to work in a sharashka, or
priests who refused to deny their faith. The common criminals were rewarded with food
expropriated from parcels meant for other prisoners.

Taburetovka (from taburetka ‘stool’)
1. A form of sadism in prisons whereby an out of favour prisoner is hit around the head
with a wooden stool or a small bench until he loses consciousness. 2. The same act
performed on a political prisoner by an order of the NKVD.

Turetskaya svadba (Turkish wedding)
A savage reprisal against an informer in a women's prison. A shovel handle is inserted
into the rectum or vagina up to two feet deep, damaging the internal organs and eventually
killing the victim.

Turnut po mande/pizde meshalkoy (to shove in the cunt with a mixer; to put someone
in his/her place)
A term used in women's prisons, referring to the expulsion of a privileged thief from a
criminal group for not keeping up her promise to the authoritative thieves.

Ugostit svoej kurochkoy (to treat someone to one’s own hen)
As a token of her positive predisposition, an active privileged lesbian offers her passive
lesbian partner as a slave to another active authoritative lesbian for one or two sessions
of intercourse. Passive lesbians must take care of and serve their active partners: launder
clothes, make the bed, comb their hair, massage and bathe them, provide cigarettes, share
food parcels, make or mend clothing. They must only partner their kobla (husband) during
prison dances. Jealousy often caused cruel fights at such dances, and injuries were
common. Both passive and active lesbians participated in these fights. On many occasions,
after serving their sentences and getting out of prison, a passive lesbian would return to
her husband or live with a man. Her former active lesbian partner, after being released
herself, would then kill her former lover.

Ukontropupit v sortir/klozet (to drown in the outhouse)
“To knock out a political prisoner, then drown him in the outhouse.

Fiksatsiya na shkonke (to affix to a bunk bed)
“To punish an out of favour prisoner, on the orders of one of the prison’s criminal
authorities, by hanging them upside down with their hands tied.

Khimiki snoshayut i familiyu ne sprashivayut (the ‘chemists’ screw you and don’t ask
your name)
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A common phrase used by convicted women who escaped from the settlement where they
lived and worked while on parole. There they were gang-raped at night by men on
parole. Those who attempted to hide underneath beds were pulled out by the arms, legs,
and hair, then raped on the beds or floor. Pillows were used to muffle the screams. If women
struggled too much, they were beaten. They were also robbed. As a result, the women
fled back to prison to finish their prison terms.

Khorosho ustroitsya (1o settle-in to a good place)
To be placed in a prison psychiatric institution, feigning mental illness, until the fraud
is discovered.

Khryushki-prilipaly (sticking piggies)
Female petty thieves who pose as authoritative thieves in prisons where no one knows them.

Chernye barygi (black profiteers)
Convicted criminals from the Caucasus who bought fruits and vegetables from villagers
and small entrepreneurs and sold them in large cities throughout Russia.

Chernye prip ie iki (black brazen p iks; literally ‘from under the
bunk bed’)
Petty thieves and con artists who posed as local authoritative thieves and extorted money
from street vendors. When they were imprisoned and their imposture was revealed,
they became prison outcasts.

Chernye reki-bespredela (black extremist racketeers)
1. Sadists who were imprisoned in northern Siberian prisons. They extorted money from.
their victims by torturing them with hot irons, hanging them upside down, raping them,
or inserting a bottle into the vagina or anus. The old ‘idealist’ legitimate thieves turned
them into outcasts by ordering other prisoners to forcibly sodomise them as a punishment
for arrogance, conceit, and imposture. Imposture as a legitimate thief combined with
extremist behaviour, tarnishes the reputation of the authoritative criminals, the old elite
of the criminal world. 2. Black i.e. those wh itted murder)
also become outcasts.
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Terms Used to Describe Prisoners of the Gulag

216



BOMZHiZ: Bez Opredelennogo Mesta Zhitelstva i Zanyatiya (a homeless person)
Without an official living space or occupation, judged guilty for a breach of the passport
code according to Article 192 (1926), and Article 198 (1960), serving a sentence of one
or two years. They are not respected among the condemned, as they retain the moral and
physical characteristics of free men.

Buhetniki (bouquet holders)

A male or female prisoner suffering from one or more venereal disease, such as syphilis,
chancre, the clap, etc.

Venernye stradalki (suffering Venuses)

Prostitutes, condemned for the infection of sexual partners with sexually transmitted
diseases under Article 150 (1926) and Article 115 (1960).

Glavpetuh (head cockerel)

An unofficial leader of the prison zone, he has full authority in his contact with subordinate
leaders of other unofficial groups of the ITU, and participates in the resolution of
various arguments between those falling under the jurisdiction of the ‘cockerels’.

Greb v cherdachke (an oar in the attic)

A spoon poking out of the outer chest pocket of the prisoner’s uniform. It signifies an
outcast prisoner (a cockerel). This symbol is strictly adhered to by the prison’s rogue
authorities.

Gruzchik (a loader)

A subordinate prisoner, whom the other inmates have forced to take upon himself a crime
he didn’t commit, for which there is a short sentence (for example, the murder of an
intruder to the prison zone by thieves).

Dich lagernaya (camp fowl)

Shy and withdrawn prisoners in the ITL, especially politicals, to whom, according to
inmates’ law, the rogue authorities can do whatever they want: rob, beat, rape or kill.

Dokhodyaga (a goner, a famished person)

“T'he most numerous portion of the inmates of the Gulag, weakened from starvation, broken
down through heavy labour and diseases, barely able to stand on their feet, for whom the
rogue authorities have nothing but contempt, not even considering them people.

Yebanashka (a fucked-up person)

A mentally retarded prisoner in the ITL-ITK, held in contempt.

Kolkhoz — ‘Krasny Petukh’ (communal farm — ‘red cockerel’)

Arow of condemned men in the ITL-ITK, consisting entirely of the untouchables of the
prison system: cast outs, cockerels, Finns, homosexuals/passive pederasts. They are
held in separate accommodation, e.g. a barracks or bunker.

Kosyachny (a deceiver)

A prisoner who has broken the generally accepted rules of behaviour laid down by the
unofficial law of prison camp system, who for this reason has lost authority, becoming
judged, shunned, abandoned and unclean. Other prisoners are forbidden from having.
relations with him, as though he were a savage.

Kurva s kotelkom (a bitch with a billycan)

A prisoner released from the camp system, who constantly carries with him a billycan
containing water. He finds scraps of food in the waste piles of the ITU, and rinses them
in the can before devouring them.
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Likhie podnarniki (dashing morons)
Inmates who have committed street robberies. They are not respected by the old elite
of thieves in the ITL-ITU, because they could have been victims themselves. For this
reason they find themselves in a more subordinate position during their incarceration
than hooligans, petty thieves, profiteers, cattle rustlers, etc.

Mama (the mother)
An unofficial leader in the prison hicrarchy. Lower in status than the head cockerel.

Merzopakostnye krysy (repulsive rats)
“Those convicted of hooliganism, e.g. defecating in lifts, courtyards, entry halls to blocks
of flats, scrawling obscenities on the walls of houses, breaking lifts, burning and breaking
postboxes and doors to blocks of flats, vandalising mansions, trees, garden benches,
equipment in both children’s and sporting playgrounds, breaking mirrors in houses,
electric lamps, street lamps, breaking and ripping out the ear pieces of phones in public
booths. All this vandalism was done in secret, without witnesses.

Miner (a mine layer)
Tried for hooliganism, e.g. the greasing with excrement of door handles to blocks of flats
and flats themselves, also on the banisters of staircases and for dumping rubbish into
neighbours’ saucepans and kettles in a communal flat. Both men and women of the lumpen
proletariat fall into this category of filth.

Mokhnoryly upyr (a shaggy-faced ghoul)
Those convicted of the rape of young children and young girls.

Mokhnoryly chert (a shaggy-faced devil)
‘Tried for bestial acts with minors under Articles 120 and 152 (1926).

Neprikasaemy(an untouchable)
A prisoner who has been the victim of homosexual rape by one or a group of prisoners.
Morally and physically broken, they have lost human appearance, and suffer a similar status
to that of a pederast. Many bestial acts are committed upon them (e.g. beating their legs).
“They have to carry out the filthiest menial jobs in the I'TU. Other prisoners are not allowed
to touch them with their hands, beating them only with their feet. It is forbidden to take
or use anything belonging to them, as though they were infected. Prisoners of the camp
are not allowed to give anything to them — if they did they would be beaten to death. At
the table, the club and in the general running of the ITL-ITK they occupy a rear
position. The administration of the ITU is forced to collect all of them into one group,
to keep them in separate accommodation, have a separate place for them in the canteen,
and to give them separate crockery and spoons marked with rusty holes, in order to spare
them beatings, rape and murder. However, upon release from the prison camp these
prisoners, to rebuild their confidence, commit the most atrocious, terrible and bloody
crimes, thereby avenging their souls for years of inhuman subordination. Their victims
are usually children, women and elderly people, none of whom could offer any serious
resistance. One cannot pity these prisoners under any circumstances — they are guilty of
the most serious crimes. If they complain the administration always answers, ‘We did not
invite you here; you wanted to come yourself.”

Obdristanny na portret (shit-splattered for a portrait)
Convicted from the suit of krasnozhopye paviony (the red-arsed baboons) they are
former Communists, members of VLKSM, who have committed a crime for the second
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time and have ly been to impri; With the aim of
demoralising them, thugs force them to sleep on the barrack floor, once the outer doors
to the quarters have been closed, they defecate on their faces and clothes.

Obizhenka (the offended one)
A prisoner who has been homosexually raped or is the victim of some other type of
degrading act as a punishment for breaking the unofficial laws, rules and etiquette of the
prison camp system.

Obmaknuty (the baptized)
Aprisoner punished by the otritsalovka for delinquency by slamming their head into the
slop-bucket or toilet bowl. The women's ofritsalovka performs similar acts on delinquents
in the female I'TL-ITK, for they are no better in their sophistication and beastliness than
the men. In some cases they may even exceed the men in attempting to mock, taunt and
subordinate their victims through subtle sadism.

Papa (the daddy)
An unofficial leader of a row of cells or a brigade of prisoners, including cockerels, and
Finns, who is lower in rank than the head cockerel and the elder cockerel, but higher in
rank than a mama; all these unofficial leaders are by their very nature active and passive
pederasts, and as a rule they are ‘combine harvesters’ who have wives and children in their
lives outside the camp.

Plotnik (a carpenter)
A thief who is facing expulsion from his group of rogue leaders at the command of the
council of thieves, for failing to fulfil an obligation handed down by the zone authorities,
or for a grave breach of prison camp thieves’ law. As a result he has to commit a self-abasing
actin the presence of other rogues: he is made to put a penis behind his ear, in the same
way that a carpenter carries a pencil behind his ear at work.

Podmetaly-petushnya (sweeping cockerels)
A suit of untouchables in certain areas of the prison, who act as janitors in taboo places
such as public toilets. They wash the floors in the barracks and the industrial zone, they
sweep the ground and dig up and soften the earth in the forbidden zone, between the
main compound and surrounding barbed wire fences. Participation in this kind of work
is considered by the other prisoners to be beneath their status.

Podnarniki (those under a plank [bunk] bed)
Prisoners who are beaten, submissive and broken in spirit. They have been released, but
for fun the guards force them to remain under a plank bed from dusk till dawn as an
‘educational measure’. Such prisoners include:

Starshy petukh (the elder cockerel)
‘The unofficial leader of the brigade or prison row of the downcast, convicted under Article
154 (1926) and Article 121 (1960) for committing sodomy. He has inherent inclinations
toward active and passive pederasty, with a track record from a young age (usually male
pop artists and actors find this activity exciting; the female sex prefers lesbianism); he
participates in the resolution of arguments and conflicts between the untouchables of
the prison camp.

Suchka-zhuchka (little bitch)
A convicted, petty female thief, who has stolen from the personal effects of her friends
in the dormitory and from the female convicts (items such as food, cigarettes, papers,




matches, sugar and sweets). For this ‘rattiness’ she has been beaten over the head with
underpants by a group of prisoners and is thereby automatically ‘lowered” into the ranks
of the untouchables in the female prison camp system.

Suchonka-govnoedka (the bitch shit-eater)
Abig slut, a petty thief, who has been sentenced to imprisonment in the female ITL-
ITK, she is spiritually and physically broken, and has had her head dunked into  toilet
as a result of squabbling, spreading gossip or bad mouthing female prisoners, and is
therefore ‘lowered’ into the ranks of the untouchables.

Suchonka-sukhodrochka (the bitch dry-masturbator)
A convicted former member of the Communist Party of the Soviet Union who is an
embezzler of state and society funds.

Trakhnuty (fucked)
A mentally retarded prisoner, held in contempt by all.

Trinadtsaty otryad (the thirteenth row)
Aspecial brigade in the zone of the ITL-ITK, consisting entirely of afflicted prisoners;
such a brigade is the prison’s underbelly.

Tryakhomudiya (the useless)
Prisoners without any authority, who are incapable of standing up for themselves.
Somewhat mentally retarded, they hold no opinions of their own and are cowardly by nature.

“Titan’ iz psikhushki (a “Titan’ from a madhouse)
Aprisoner held in contempt, ically unstable, ing in the psychiatric ward
of the prison hospital. He has been delivered to a place of imprisonment as a ‘convalescent’
to sit out his sentence.

Uskoglazy churnyla (a slitty-eyed fool)
Aprisoner of Asian descent, who is despised by the prisoners of Russian descent and the
thugs and chauvinists of the I'TL-ITK.

Unitaz Unitazovich Govnoedov (toilet bowl - son of toilet bowl — shit-eater)
A prisoner-bytovik without authority, who has had his head dunked into a toilet bowl or
slop bucket full of facces and urine.

Fantomas (Fantomas is the central character from the popular French crime novels
‘written between 1913 and 1963, a number of which were also made into films)
A psychologically abnormal prisoner, who, instead of being imprisoned in the psychiatric
hospital of the MVD prison system, is being held in the ITL-ITK.

Telochnik (a rapist)
An afflicted prisoner, convicted of rape.

Cheburashka (a cartoon character from the 1966 children’s story by Eduard Uspensky)
A despised younger passive pederast, held in the educational and work colony. He is the
victim of pranks, subjugations and other revolting acts at the hands of the other younger
rogue prisoners.

Chert s krasnym obosrannym khwostom (the devil with a red shitty whip)
A despised prisoner, formerly a member of the Communist Party of the Soviet Union,
‘who has now become an ‘under the plank bed victim’.

Shakalye (jackals)
Petty thief prisoners, who are ‘under plank bed victims’.

Erzats (a fake)
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A mentally retarded, psychologically abnormal prisoner from the camp system, who has
arrived from the psychiatric hospital of the MVD after being ‘cured’ in order to sit out
a short sentence in the prison system.
Yazychnik (a heathen)

Apolitical prisoner convicted under the Article 58-10 (1926) for anti-Soviet agitation, who
has been raped by the rogues of the prison on the orders of the NKVD-MGB. As a reward
for this misdeed they received imported food products. Similar debasement and
subjugation of political prisoners in the Gulag was a common occurrence.



Prevalent Diseases and llinesses Among Prisoners of the Gulag




Main Diseases Found Among Inmates of the Gulag

Distrophy: was widespread due to chronic hunger, excessively heavy physical labour,
and the general weakening of the body. It prematurely ended the lives of millions of
prisoners — slaves of the Communist prison system.

Diptheria: common in corrective-labour colonies for juveniles, and more rarely in adult
CLC-CLC [collective-labour colonies, collective-labour camps].

Pellagra: a skin illness caused by vitamin deficiency and constant hunger. The skin
becomes uneven and rough, and covered in bloody cracks and tumours.

Syphilis: became common after the Second World War (1941-1945), originating from
both local and ‘brought in’ sources (mainly European countries). It was able to spread
through poor medical attention, and the inadequacy or complete absence of medical
supplies.

Gonorrhoea: this was widespread after the Second World War among both prisoners
and citizens of the free population. Before the war gonorrhoea was a rare disease in the
Soviet Union.

Tubereulosis: appeared in various forms and was the scourge of all VTK, CLC-
CLCs. It became significantly more common after the creation of the Communist Gulag
system. This was due to chronic hunger, exhausting work, bad living conditions, over-
crowding, poor medical services, and the lack of, or total absence of medicine. At the end
of the 1940s and the beginning of the 1950s between thirty and thirty-five per cent of Gulag
prisoners were suffering from tuberculosis, with a high mortality rate, especially in the
north and Siberian corrective-labour camps and colonies.

Psychological llinesses of Prisoners (in camp language)

Gonki (races)
A persecution mania which develops from the constant strain of the struggle for survival.

Zhor (voracious appetite)
Aprisoner from the dregs of the camp, who is never full due to the systematic consumption
of balanda (low-calorie skilly/gruel).

Zhorny|Zhornayal-kurva s Kotletom (a person with a voracious appetite and a pot)
A prisoner from the dregs of the camp who has let himself go spiritually and physically.
He constantly carries with him a jar of water, in which floats ‘food” that has been found
on the rubbish dump of the CLC-CLC: fish heads, skeletons with tails, potato peelings,
various vegetable pieces and so on. They lick clean, ‘make as smooth as plaster’, the bowls
from the dining hall and everything they find is consumed with a raging hunger, from
which they are never free. Victims of ridicule and mockery, they are kicked for the
slightest misdeed (they cannot be punched as anyone who touches them with their
hands becomes ‘unclean’ or ‘fouled’ themselves).

Zhizneradostnyie (cheerful)
Prisoners in both male and female detention centres, and also corrective-labour colonies
for juveniles. They do not present a danger to those around them.

Zaboboshenny (cuckoo)
A prisoner who, when deprived of freedom after his arrest, inquest and court case,
constantly thinks about his family. This affects his behaviour, and his ability to fulfil
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assigned work. He becomes reserved and answers questions wrongly.

Zadvinutye na Valta (obsessed with the jack/knave in playing cards)
Prisoners who, even though they are guilty, constantly think about revenge (including
murder) against those who deprived them of their freedom. Victims, witnesses and
those who work for police are the focus of their obsession. This condition is found in
women as well as men.

Kobel-samoyed (male dog-samoyed)
A mentally backward prisoner- who hangs a or publication in
front of himself containing an image of a woman. After achieving orgasm he eats his own
sperm. They are the lowest of the low of the camp.

Shastlivye (the happy ones)
A petty bureaucrat, a Soviet man (sovok — person with Soviet mentality). These are
psychologically damaged prisoners, who cannot comprehend or come to terms with the
fact that they are in a place of detention. They are placed by the administration into inter-
regional special psychiatric prison hospitals belonging to the Ministry of Internal Affairs
for the USSR. This condition affects men, women, and juveniles.

U negolneyo gus otorvalsya (his/her goose has escaped)
A mental illness among prisoners where the victim perceives everything around them to
be unreal. They cannot orientate themselves in space and time, don’t remember their
surnames, their former address or the Article of the Criminal Code by which they have
been sentenced. They confuse day and night, and do not recognise their relations.

Causes of Death in the Gulag

Death in the Gulag could be the result of any of the following: illness, incidents on site,
explosions, avalanches, accidents, floods, fires, murder, inter-camp settling of scores (on
the order of thieves with authority the camp administration NKGB-MGB), the suppression
of strikes, uprisings, during escape attempts and torture during questioning. However
inmates might die, the administration would only use the following standard medical
diagnoses when listing the cause of death:

1. Acute heart attack.

2. Extensive myocardial infarction.

3. Acute kidney insufficiency.

4. Stroke.

5. Fatal liver cancer.

Places of Burial and Graves of Gulag Prisoners

1. Ammonalnik - a hole blasted into the permafrost.

2. Empty coal mineshafts — after the corpses were thrown in they were covered with lime
chloride or rubbish and earth. The next load would then be dumped on top.

3. Individual burials — in camp cemeteries, the corpses were buried in written-off
clothing, paper sacks — ‘bags’ and wooden coffins - ‘pea jackets’.

4. Business trip/mission/into the ocean — in the northern camps of Siberia during the
winter months, it was commonplace to lower naked corpses under the ice through a hole
which had been cut for this purpose.
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Names for Camp Cemeteries

In the language of the prisoners, camp cemeteries were called:

1. “The Embrace of Communism.”

2. ‘Into the bright future of Sovdepiya (the Soviet world).”

3. “The dead-end of Socialism.”

4. “The slag-heap of human material.’

5. “The Zek sanatorium.”

“The farewell phrase said to a Gulag prisoner dying of constant hunger, excessive work,

illness, or killed by other prisoners was: ‘Joyfully he arrived at Communism, at the
bright dawn of humanity!”
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Prisoner’s Sadistic Games, Jokes and Entertainment i




Balalaika (the balalaika)
Ajoke played inside the cell. When the victim is asleep, rolled up picces of paper arc placed
between his fingers and set alight. The victim wakes up because of the pain, making
movements with his hands similar to that of playing the balalaika.

Bashmak na dykhalku (a shoe on one’s chest)
When the victim is asleep after a long day’s work in the industrial zone, the ol
(members of the otritsalovka collectively) use a shoclace to tie a boot to his genitals 4
place it on his chest, under his chin. ‘When the victim wakes up, he throws the shoe from
his body, causing himself great pain.

Vaterpasnut (Duteh term for measuring levels, used in construction)
To drop a brick, breezeblock or other heavy object from a great hight on to a person below
and then disappear. This joke is usually played from the roof or window of the work house.
Occasionally this causes serious injury or death to the vietim.

Vwesti narkoz (to administer anaesthetic)
“To knock out the victim with a blow from a heavy object.

Velociped (the bicycle)
Similar to ‘the balalaika’: when the victim is asleep, rolled up pieces of paper are placed
between the toes and set alight. With the rising temperature the victim wakes up,
recreating the actions of pedalling a bicycle

Zapodolit poblyadushku (to pull up a slut’s hem)
Played on a girl or woman, generally those belonging to the lumpen-proletariat, whose
only value in male prisons are their sexual organs. Before she is gang raped, the vitim's
ekirt or dress s lifted and tied over her head, then objects are pushed up her vagina. These
may include: crushed-up empty cigarette packets, cigarette butts, matchboxes, wine botle
corks, leftover snacks, a pine cone (if in a park or forest), a large branch from a bramble
bush. The intention is that the victim only realises what the items are later. This type
of unpleasant situation could befall girls from decent families as well.

Igra na sakharok ili pederasta (playing for a sugar-cube or your virtuc)
Cunning inmates from the otritsalovka, lure inexperienced inmates into a game of
cards, where the price of losing can be the victim’s manhood.

Mokhnushku prichastit (to baptize the cunt)
“To urinate on a drunk woman’s vagina after copulation.

Mena poveselit s podsharokj (to make a man laugh by frying his meat)
Away of extorting money and other things of value. The body is burnt with an electric
iron, and an electrode is pushed into the vietim’s anus.

Opustit vtikhouyu (to lower quietly)
One of the most despicable acts of humiliation used on urban convicts by convicted
hoodlums from the otritsalovka. A physically strong grown man, of solid character, who
is unaware of the authority of the other convicts, would have a conviet’s penis (or a rag
soaked in sperm or vaginal fluids), wiped across his lips at night when he is slecping. This
is done in the presence of a group of ‘witnesses’ with the intention of ‘lowering’ the victim
into the cast of the fallen or downcast. Women would be “Jowered’ into the class of
whores and pigs.

Podlyanshili krysy i krysyata (leaders of the rats and baby rats)
An initiation rite that takes place in a large block of flats. The lifts must be broken then
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defecated in, and facces must be smeared on the door handles of all flats and the block’s
‘main entrance. Facces must be left in all the flower boxes and hallways. Broken glass from
the windows is scattered on the first and second floors. The entrances and doors to the
flats are set on fire, the locks are broken and the electric doorcode destroyed. Everything
is graffitied, all the lights are broken, the postboxes are burnt, the rubbish and bins are
set alight, any rubbish skips are beaten out of shape. All benches are broken, all facilities
such as playgrounds or sports areas are also destroyed, trees are cut down and plants
uprooted. Any pigeons, cats or dogs found in the area are captured, tortured and killed.
"This type of initiation is carried out by homeless children, children with a troubled history
(who attend special schools), children who are underage offenders and recent inmates
of child correctional colonies.

Pogladit ruchnikom po tykwe (to stroke the pumpkin)
To corral the victim into a doorway or park with the intention of robbing them. The victim
is hit on the head with a hammer, her earrings are stolen, along with any other valuable
items that can be found in the victim'’s handbag.

Poteshitsya (to have fun)
A sadistic game carried out after the rape of a woman, whereby her genitalia are poked
with a broom or any other bristly object at hand.

Prichastit kosmocha za grev (to take communion for a parcel)
"To forcefully sodomise a member of the clergy, with the objective of humiliating the victim.
Carried out on the orders of the NKVD-MGB, afterwards the rapist would be rewarded
with food or cigarettes by the authorities in gratitude for this act.

Rekratsukha bychkov i telok (recreation with bulls and calves)
To take a hostage for ransom.

Seans dat (to give a show)
With the intention of causing mischief, the perpetrator has sexual intercourse with a drunk
woman in front of a large crowd of people. Her legs are lifted high and the man sings
various rude verses.

Soedinit Volgu s Donom (to connect the Volga to the Don)
A form of sadistic rape, whereby the vaginal crevice and anal cavity are stretched together
using one’s fingers, ignoring the protests of the victim.

Spustit podlyanku na podlyanku (to trick a trickster)
To goad three groups of convicts into fighting for a joke, then make peace.

Surpriz-mina (the surprise mine)
To defecate in the flat one is robbing, the faeces are then concealed for the owner of the
apartment to discover later.

Upyr mokhnoryly (the mossy ghoul)
The condemnation of pacdophiles and those who brutally and viciously rape women. In
one case a criminal stretched the orifices of his victims for his own amusement, and to
give them something to remember him by. The nature of the man’s crimes were made
known to the staff and inmates at the prison he was sent to, so that the inmates could
fully understand ‘who is who’ and carry out their own form of justice.

Shiyumlu nadryuchit na kumpol (to put a bowl on the crown)
Practised in order to humiliate the victim and amuse the perpetrators. A full bowl of prison
gruel is emptied over the head of a randomly selected victim.
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Shutka (the joke: sadistic recreational acts)
1: To pour petrol or kerosene over an unsuspecting sleeping convict and set fire to him.
Usually the petrol was only poured onto the lower half of the body. 2: To hammer a nail
through the victims stool or bench. 3: To urinate or pour acid into the victim’s water jug.
4: To spread axle grease over a bench, or to cover the floor around it with ball-bearings.
5: To place a large breezeblock above a door, so when it is opened the block falls directly
onto the victim’s head. 6: To place excrement inside the bread ration. 7: To place a lighted
cigarette inside the victim’s jacket pocket. 8: To attach an electrode to a metal door handle.
: To defecate into an unsuspecting convict’s shoes during the night.

Shutka chernozhopykh i sheltomordykh sverey (a joke played on black-arsed and yellow-
faced beasts)
Carried out on those of Circassian or Asian origins. The victim was castrated and his
testicles were stuffed in his mouth, he was then forced to swallow them, nearly choking
in the process. The attackers did not kill him so that when they were caught, they would
receive a lighter sentence.

Ersats-estradnik (a phoney performer)
Asajoke and a form of exhibitionism, the perpetrator exposes his genitalia to women and
young children (especially girls). Accompanied with rude gestures.

Yaponskoye/Gruzinskoye tango (the Japanese/Georgian tango)
A form of sadistic recreation and a method of settling disputes between blatnye. Two
blindfolded convicts fight each other with knives of identical size and length, surrounded
by completely silent inmates. The first serious drawing of blood decides the fight. After
the tango all sins and debts are forgiven. A display of courage like this was reserved for
blatnye only.
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Terms Used to Describe the Actions of the Prison System Administration




etoruchka, list bumagi ili kher ochko? (a pen, a piece of paper or a cock up the
The offer made to a thief by the authorities to compel him into renouncing the thieves’
world. If he refused he was placed in a khata (pressing cell) where pre: (sce page
213) would torture and anally rape him ‘in chorus’, until he agreed to abandon |
thieving ways.

Aktivny raskol (rigorous interrogation)

An interrogation where the victim was beaten up and water poured over him every time
he lost consciousness.

Baranyee kresty (ram’s crosses)

This system of marking a convict’s file began in 1947. Following the repeal of the death
penalty for murder, the camp court would only add a twenty-five year sentence for this
crime, leading to a dramatic increase in murders among conviets. Red pencil crosses were
marked in the personal file of any prisoner who killed in this way. Some convicted thieves
had over ten crosses; their victims were usually politicals.

Bely Lebed ITU (the White Swan Prison)

The conditions created by the administration at this prison, were particularly cruel.
Inmates were suppressed and subjected to intense physiological pressure. Even an
authoritative ‘thief in law’ could be raped or lowered in other ways.

Bez poslednego (minus the last one)

The methodical execution of prisoners by firing squad, after the order Fykhodi na
rabotu (come out to work). To discourage lingering in the barracks the last convit to line
up for work after this command would be taken beyond the guarded zone and executed.

Birka zeka (a convict’s label)

Before dead convicts were allowed to be buried, a piece of plywood or hard piece of card
‘measuring no more than 6 by 8 centimetres would be tied to the big toe of the body using
wire or twine. The label would carry the details of the inmate, written with a lead pencil.
‘The graphite of the pencil would keep well in the soil, in the event of future exhumation.

Bich otlovlenny dlya scheta (citizens caught for the quota)

A number of convicts would escape from every Gulag convoy. To make up the balance
vagrants were caught at railway stations and press-ganged into the carriages. On arrival
at the ITL these innocent citizens would be given over to the system, despite their protests.
It might take years before the ‘mistake’ was officially recognised. Even then it was often
less trouble for the authorities to keep these ‘suspects’ rather than let them out.

Bolty  khezalnik ili avtoruchka i bumaga?(a bolt [cock] in the arse or a pen and paper?)
“The offer made to blatnye otritsaly (prisoners who refuse to submit to the prison rules).
‘They were forced to write a text renouncing their criminal life then read it over the zone’s
public announcement system. It would tell of their ‘wish to step on the path to correction
and work, and to be of use to society’. If they refused they were placed into a khata (pressing
cell) where they would be beaten and raped.

Bumerang (the boomerang)

To discourage complaints from the convicts, any allegations made about a specific
employee of the ITU were delt with by the same employee.

Vstoylo zagnat ili otritsalu vydat zamuzh(into the cowshed or to marry off an otritsala,
i.e a member of the otritsalokva)

Anyone who breaks the regime and refused to work, would be placed in a special cell where
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he'd be beaten up and raped under the instructions of the administration.

Zabytye (the forgotten ones)
Citizens were sometimes arrested by the NKVD-MVD without official orders and placed
in over-crowded cells with those who had already been sentenced. When the time came
to transfer the prisoners to the Gulag everyone in the cell was transported, including those
without official orders. Once they reached the camp they would only be freed with much
difficulty, often after months or years had passed.

Zadelat paskhalnogo gusya (to make an Easter goose)
A recidivist thief would be placed in a pressing cell, tied into a mattress cover and hung
up for hours or even days. He would have no option but to urinate and defecate in his
clothes. After being allowed out of the cover to eat, he was rehung. This was an effective
method of making the thief renounce the criminal authorities. Following this torture they
would put his excrement-covered trousers on his head and place him in a cell of thieves.

Zadelat paskhalnogo gusya s rikhtovkoy (to flatten an Easter goose)
Arecidivist thief was placed in a pressing cell with a gag in his mouth, where he was tied
in a mattress cover and laid on the floor. There he would be beaten with broomhandles
and kicked. During this beating his persecutors demand that he renounce the thieves
clan, then they release him from the cover. If he refuses to renounce they replace it and
continue beating him until they get a positive result.

Zatknut klyap (to plug with a gag)
When a condemned convict is taken from his cell to be shot, a special soft gag is used
which has straps similar to those of a gas mask. This prevents him from screaming.

Zonu zaglushit (to suppress the zone)
The administration would take all the otritsaly (including their leaders, who had a
hostile attitude to the camp regime), out of the ITK, and transport them to camps in the
distant northern tundra and Siberian forest. This would help secure order and discipline
among the remaining convicts by the regime, reinforci ducation and
improving the productivity of their labour in the industrial zone.

Zonu slomat (to break the zone)
Special forces of the MVD would enter the zone to bring the regime to order, usually where
the inmates had rebelled against the despotism of the thieves, who had been ruling over
them. They would pick out the blatnye who had deliberately ‘defrosted’ the zone,
provoking riots, and take them to the pre-trial detention centre. There they would be
sentenced to between eight and fifteen years imprisonment or the death penalty, then
transferred to other prison regime camps in distant northern and Siberian areas.

Klassovy podkhod (class attitude)
‘The protective attitude of the law enforcement agencies toward the nomenclatura who
stole state and communal property.

Koridor ognevoy (fire corridor)
The forbidden zone was surrounded by barbed wire (during the winter months the snow
wasn’t removed from this area, in summer the ground was raked over). This zone was
alarmed, and in the dark it would be lit with electric lamps and spotlights. The main fence
was painted white, both inside and out, to make it easier to see escapees. Guards had the
right to shoot to kill anyone entering this area.

Lokalnaya vyshka (watchtower)
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A tower where during the day a convict activist would be on duty, keeping an
camp, making sure order is observed. He would have a local telephonc conne
reception desk, the checkpoint (KPP) and the assistant head of the camp on duty
(DPNK) as well as the head office of the ITK.

Matsatka (a forty gallon barrel)
A form of execution by the VChK. The victim was placed into a barrel lined with sharp
nails which was then rolled around until he was dead. When removed from the barrel the
body would be almost completely drained of blood.

Metodom leninskogo phizicheskogo ubeshdeniya (the Lenin method of physical persu:
Interrogation with sadistic tortures using instruments and technical means.

Na zapretku vygnat (to send onto the forbidden zone)
“To make the newly arrived convicts work constructing the forbidden zone. They would
place the barbed wire, paint the fence white and dig the ground. This work was considered
to be zapadlo (beneath their dignity) by the other convicts. For the administration it was
an effective method of discovering the ofritsaly among the newly arrived. They were placed
in SHIZO (solitary confinement) for refusing this type of work, and marked out by the
administration as potential breakers of the ITL regime in the future.
'a porevo prodat kuratku-chukhnu (to sell a girl from the Baltic states)
“Thieves, who had already bought girls from the NKVD during their transportation to the
Gulag, would then sell these (political) girls from the Baltics to other criminals for
money or goods. These transactions would take place on the way to eastern Siberia or
Komi-ASSR. The thieves law allowed her new owner to strangle or stab the girl if she
did anything wrong, to give her up to satisfy the sexual needs of other convicts in the
carriage or to sell her as a slave to another criminal. The guard would have already
written her off as dead on the journey (among political prisoners the death rate was very
high). Beautiful young girls from the Baltic states were more valuable than those from
western Ukraine and Modolvia. This trade was very common in the1940s.

NKVDeushy bespredel KPSS (the excesses of the NKVD of the Communist Party)
“The various methods of taking away a person’s humanity in the Gulag through hunger,
humiliation, torture, beatings, spiritual and physical suppression with the real threat to
health and life. All these methods were legitimised by the Communist ideology of the
elimination of enemies.

Obualka (dissection)
After executions in prison, the corpses were chopped up using butchers’ axes, the body
parts would then be placed into a powerful clectric cutter. The resulting ‘minced meat”
was mixed with the prison sewage, put through the treatment plant, then disposed of in
canals, ditches and rivers.

Obvinilovka s gruzom (indictment with burden)
Convicts who were suffering from drug addiction and alcoholism were additionally
sentenced to forced treatment at the ITU, where they would serve their term until both
the medical commission and the court decided to release them. No amnesty, free pardon
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or release on parole was applied to such prisoners.

Oblomnaya kamera (the breaking cell)
Aspecial prison cell where, on the orders of the administration, the prisoners (including
politicals), were “firmly put on the road to correction’ using ‘the methods of physical




persuasion’: tortures, beatings and the rape of both men and women.

Perdilnik (the farting room)
A special ‘freezer cell in the prison, a SHIZO without glass (only bars) in the window,
where the temperature is the same as in the guarded zone outside. Ferocious omitsaly,
authoritative thieves, and politicals were placed here wearing nothing but their underwear,
for two to three hours, in temperatures up to twenty-five degrees below freezing. The
aim of this punishment was re-education.

Petushinaya Uralskaya zona (cockerel’s Ural zone)
The MVD set up an experimental colony where they brought inmates who had been
‘lowered” from different I'TKs across the country with the intention of saving them
from discrimination, torture, beatings and rape. It was in this colony that the slaves of
the slaves showed what they were capable of. The cruellest settling of scores began, with
murders, stabbings, rapes and tortures. They fought for leadership of the zone according
to where they came from, their crimes etc. The colony turned into the worst hell on earth.

Pod koromyslo musorow popast (to end up under the yoke of rubbish)
Amethod of punishing a convict breaker of the regime who had assaulted guards. They
were handcuffed yoke backwards, with one arm over the shoulder and the other round
the side, so the wrists met behind the back. Sometimes they would be hung on a hook
by the elbow. The convict would scream in severe pain, soil himself, and after a short
period, lose consciousness. (This NKVD method was later used by the Gestapo and SS.)

Pod naporom rabota (working under pressure)
1. This absurd prison camp socialist competition was invented by the Communists. The
criminals (hooligans, thieves, robbers, killers, rapists), and their brigades would be
awarded the first, second and third places, and handed red pennants displaying texts about
raising productivity and portraits of Lenin. 2. Such socialist competition particularly raged
in pressing cells where, as a warning, those who did not fulfil the norm would be
repeatedly hit on the head. If that didn’t work, the other convicts in the cell (the whole
brigade), would beat them. There were no lazy or depressed inmates in such cells, as they
would be beaten too. Everyone was smiling, working with enthusiasm and performing
over and above target, this was the ‘Dawn of Communism’ — in a prison cell...

Pravo pervoy nochi khozyaina (the master’s right of the first night)
On arriving at the distant women’s Siberian or northern Gulag ITL of the NKVD-NVD,
groups of wives and daughters of ‘enemies of the people” would go through a medical
examination where the authorities picked out the most beautiful, slender, virgin girls. The
lustful head of the camp would then be informed of the selection. According to unwritten
camp law, he had the ‘right of the first night’ - to sleep with the convict slaves of the
Communist system. He would choose a girl that he liked and call her to his office,
where he would ask her to become his mistress; in exchange she would receive privileges.
Any girl who refused would simply be raped and sent to the hardest labour sites: logging,
constructing log rafts (where they would have to stand in freezing water up to their necks),
loading logs onto trains and barges, as well as bricks, sacks of cement etc., or they would
be put into the SHIZO, to break them spiritually. Some of these desecrated girls would
commit suicide because of these conditions.

Pravo pervomu slomat ochko (the right to be the first to break the arse)
“The authoritative criminal of the pressing cell would be the first to rape the victim who

204




had been placed there by the administration of the ITU, NKGB-MGB (the vi
were otritsaly, authoritative criminals, legitimate thieves, those who refused to work and
politicals). The other pressing cell inmates would then rape the victim in the order of
status established by the authoritative criminal in charge of the cell.

Pressovshchik (coerced operator)

A special executioner/torturer who was recruited from the criminals of the lumpen
proletariat or the fringes of society. Kept in special cells, they were exempted from hard
labour, given plentiful rations taken from other prisoners’ personal parcels and provided
with alcohol. They followed the orders of the camp authorities to rape, beat and break
the spirit of other inmates, with the intention of stopping their life of crime, and to ensure
they led a normal life in the future. Their victims included professional criminals,
habitual criminals, robbers, politicals, perpetrators of armed attacks, malicious saboteurs
of the camp regime, women and children, racketeers and murderers.

Raskol tretey stepeni (third degree interrogation)

An interrogation using torture and special instruments to make the victim admit to any
absurd accusation, ¢.g. spying for bourgeois states such as Antarctica, Mont Blanc,
Vesuvius, Euphrates, Bosphorus, Sierra Nevada, Atlantic etc. Especially popular during
the period 1937 to 1939, when NKVD cadets on practical training in Siberia or the Near
East amused by beating out of li peasants. They
created a situation where the more ‘saboteurs’ and ‘enemies of the people” they found,
the more capable they were prove. There was even competition between cities and regions

and Khab: k, ibirsk and Kemerovo, Sverdlovsk and Chelyabinsk,
Moscow and Leningrad, etc.). At the tribunals and special meetings where they were tried,
many of these semi-literate peasants could not even articulate the name of the ‘bourgeois
state’ supposedly employing them to ‘spy’, or carry out ‘sabotage’. This elicited only smiles
from the iniquitous Communist ‘judge’-executioners.

Skwoz stroy kozlov i opushchennykh (through a line of bastards and lesser criminals)
Newly admitted dangerous criminals were forced between two lines of inmates who, for
whatever reason, felt negatively toward professional criminals. The new admission was
beaten with rubber truncheons prior to being allocated a cell. As is well known, professional
criminals generally come from the fringes of society and the lumpen proletariat, and respect
only rough physical force involving actual threat to life and limb. Decades of experience
taught camp administrations that words were useless and only physical force had any effect.
This was condemned by humanitarians and democrats who never experienced the
brutality and parasitism these criminals displayed. The laws of the criminal world are based
on fear, blood and death — just like those of the Communist system. Such brutal measures
were designed to kill all desire in the criminals to oppose the camp regime, or to reject
undertaking labour for the benefit of the society in which they were formerly parasites.

Slomat krytuyu (break the cover)

The correctional labour camp used violence and force to destroy the psychology of the
criminals and their ‘romanticism’. Habitual criminals who were against the camp regi
and its work requirements were subject to harsh corrective measures to make them
renounce the world of crime and introduce them to socially useful labour. To achieve the
desired results these measures were taken without pity or compassion. In the event of
mass insubordination, Spetsnaz (from the Ministry of the Interior) was called upon.
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Sotslyut (social-ferocious)

1. An orphanage for abandoned children. 2. Pupils of special schools for difficult children
from troubled backgrounds. 3. A special technical college for the children of criminals,
vagrants and the poor. 4. A corrective labour camp system with a general regime where
first-time criminals were held before being sent to their final camp. All kinds of minor
criminals who joined the fight for leadership in the camp were held here. As a result, many
fights broke out between the different groups and grew into large, chaotic arguments with
no rules or criminal etiquette, only rape, mutilation, and murder. The most violent
offenders were those under the age of eighteen who had already been in young offenders’
institutions and were later transferred to adult camps. These young people with their love
of disorder were a permanent group of troublemakers in all adult camps.

Spetsnaz MVD rikhtovka (Ministry of the Interior Spetsnaz ‘fixers’)

Suppressors of mutiny and mass insubordination of convicted criminals in the corrective
labour camp system. Criminals who carried out arson attacks on the camp were dispersed
with water canon, and the main perpetrators segregated for trial under Article 77 of the
Soviet Criminal Code (1960) for the disruption of corrective labour institutions. This crime
carried a prison sentence of between eight to fifteen years or the death penalty. Article
321 of the current Russian Criminal Code (1996) punishes the same crimes with prison
sentences of between five to twelve years.

Stoyka mordoy v ugol, ruki po shvam (to face the corner, arms by your sides)
Abrazier which burns for many hours, in which the legs of prisoners are burnt and swollen.
Implemented in certain prison camps, this practise originates from interrogation methods
employed by organs such as the NKVD, NKGB and MGB in the 1930s and 1940s.

Tuerdo vstavshy na put ispravieniya (firmly put upon the path toward correction)
1. A prisoner, who has refused to become involved in crime and has ceased criminal activity.
2. Someone who has become an active and willing assistant to the MVD and KGB. 3.
Someone who has become involved in the internal routine/order section (SVP), to help
the administration in the prison zones. 4. Someone who has become an enforcer for the
authorities, helping them remove the seasoned criminals and thieves, along with their
laws which use homosexual rape, torture, beatings and debasement as punishments.

Tramvay (a tram)

A special place in the prison camp, where prisoners convicted of particularly cruel and
bloody crimes gang-rape girls and women who are considered ‘harmful’ and “enemics
of the people’, with the aim of coercing them into giving necessary information to the
NKVD-NKGB-MGB. Having chosen their victims from among the prisoners, the
authorities ask them mockingly, Are you happy being a sex slave? Your male cellmates
are very satisfied with you, and have asked that you be left in their cell a little longer. Do
you want to go and meet them now? Or shall we continue the talks we started earlier...”
and 50 on. Only those strong in character can withstand such inhumane subjugations.
‘The inmate-‘tram drivers’ were not allowed to beat these unfortunate girls and women,
only to rape them, force them to have oral sex and to stick their fingers inside their vaginas.
After the testimony/confession ‘in the tram’ of around twenty victims, all the convicts shot
themselves, helping to preserve the secret of these terrible methods of investigation.

Tryum (the ship’s hold)

Asspecial torture cell used for the interrogation of ‘enemies of the people’. Rats were kept
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special container, on top of which both men and women were seated without their
underwear. The bottom of the container would then be heated with a kerosene lamp,
causing the rats to try to escape by jumping up and biting into the victim’s body. Men's
testicles were specially tied up and positioned to aid the torture process. The rats were
kept in metal cages in the holding cells, their legs chained to prevent them escaping. Rats
were the first helpers of the NKVD-NKGB-MGB and the ‘armed forces of the party’;
such interrogations were considered highly effective.

Uboyny tsekh (the workshop of death)
Abuilding or place, where death sentences are carried out by liquidators during ‘bloody”
days, nights and 24 hour periods, approved by committees, tribunals and courts.

Uszda musorov (a pig’s [police] bridle)
To put a straight jacket on a prisoner who has broken the prison regime, or who has
attacked a member of the administration regime. The legs of the convict would be bent
backwards so that they nearly touch the conviet's own neck and a strap is put across his
mouth. The back cramps up completely while the inmate is lying on his stomach, either
on the cell floot or in the corridor. This constricting position causes the victim to lose
consciousness in about thirty minutes. Prisoners who have experienced this ‘curbing of
the filth’, when threatened with a straight jacket by the administration of the I'TU or with
punishment from the elders in their prison block, quickly understand the consequences
and say, ‘Boss, forgive me, I'll put a cork in it..." or something similar.

Chernaya Marusya (the Black Maria)
A truck or saloon car belonging to the organs of the NKVD-MGB used for the
transportation of arrested men and convicts. It is equipped with a ‘glass’ compartment
for one person and an observation aperture or ‘top’. Usually they were disguised with a
sign on the side reading ‘Bread’, ‘Vegetables’, etc. Very rarely they were painted with the
threatening initials ‘NKVID’. Commonly referred to as ‘the Black Crow” or ‘the Black Maria"
people were frightened of these vehicles and avoided them at all costs.

Sharashki (secret buildings)
Special secret engineering bureaus and laboratories within the Gulag system where
highly qualified convicts and ‘enemics of the people’ (academics, doctors and PhD
students, engineers, constructors and workers), carry out work that is military, strategic
and tactical in nature. They are organised by the KPSS, and have a headquarters in Moscow.

Shiyuza (sluice)
“The twin gates in the KPP (checkpoint), which open in turn to allow vehicles through.
Here, with the aid of specially trained dogs, all vehicles are searched for prisoners
attempting to escape from the ITU, as well as weapons, contraband, drugs and spiri

Shtrafuik po nakatu gebeshnikov (fined for assaulting KGB officers)
A dissident political prisoner, convicted by the administration of the ITU for breaking
the laws of imprisonment by starting fights, keeping drugs, pornographic images,
banknotes or spirits, cither by hiding them under their beds or by sewing them into their
pockets. They are placed in SHIZO (solitary confinement), preventing them from carly
release for good behaviour, or as part of the work programme for ‘houses for the people’.

Eshelonka (echelon)
Internal convoy regiments of the NKVD-MVD who escort prisoners from one prison camp
to another according to their documents.
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Featuring over 130 drawings and texts by Danzig Baldaev - author
of the acclaimed Russian Criminal Tattoo Encyclopaedia Volume
I, I, 11l this book describes the history, horror and peculiarities of
the Gulag system from its inception in 1918.

Baldaev’s work as a prison guard allowed him to travel across the
former USSR where he witnessed scenes of everyday life in the
Gulag first-hand, chronicling this previously closed world from
both sides of the wire. The drawings, made during the Communist
period, form a devastating document, a haunting echo of the works
of Varlam Shalamov and Alexandr Solzhenitsyn.

With every vignette, Baldaev brings his characters to vivid life:
from the lowest zek (inmate) to the most violent tattooed vor (thief),
the practices and inhabitants of the Gulag system are revealed in
incredible and shocking detail. He documents the contempt shown

by the ities to those impri: , and the of
these citizens into survivors or victims. This graphic depiction
exposes the systematic methods of torture and mass murder of
millions undertaken by the administration, as well as the atrocities
committed by criminals on their fellow inmates.
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